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TITLE 20-A
EDUCATION
PART 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

§1. Definitions

As used in this Title, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms have the following
meanings. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Adult education. "Adult education" means education programs primarily operated for

individuals beyond the compulsory school ages and administered by school administrative units.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1-A. Agent. "Agent" means an individual appointed to serve in the capacity of a superintendent.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §1 (NEW).]

1-B. Alternative education program. "Alternative education program" means a program in
which the primary purpose is to provide at-risk students with curricula and assessment in a setting

designed to effectively meet the student’s academic, social and relational needs.
[PL 2007, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]

1-C. Alternative learning. "Alternative learning" means an educational option that a public
school or publicly supported program offers at-risk students by offering some combination of the
following: alternative education programs; small class size; flexible scheduling; relevant alternative
curricula and assessment; mentoring adults; skilled teachers; a focus on social, emotional and
relationship skills; collaboration among home, school and social service agencies; and any other
measures designed to accommodate the needs of at-risk students.

[PL 2007, c. 667, §2 (NEW).]

2. Approved private school. "Approved private school" means a private school approved for
attendance purposes under chapter 117.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
2-A. At-risk student. "At-risk student" means a student who:

A. Is not meeting the requirements for promotion to the next grade level or graduation from high
school; [PL 2007, c. 667, §3 (NEW).]

B. Is at risk for dropping out of school; [PL 2007, c. 667, §3 (NEW).]
C. Istruant; or [PL 2011, c. 614, §2 (AMD).]

D. Is economically disadvantaged as signified by qualification for the National School Lunch
Program under 7 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 210 (2007). [PL 2007, c. 667, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2011, c. 614, §2 (AMD).]

3. Board of directors. "Board of directors" means the governing body with statutory powers and
duties for a school administrative district.
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[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

3-A. Child with a disability. "Child with a disability" has the same meaning as in section 7001.
[PL 2005, c. 662, Pt. A, §4 (NEW).]

4. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's
designee.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. A, §45 (AMD).]

5. Community school district. "Community school district" means a state-approved unit of
school administration composed of more than one municipality or school administrative district which

may provide public education for any combination of kindergarten through grade 12.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Cooperative board. "Cooperative board" means the governing body with statutory powers and
duties for a career and technical education region.

[RR 1991, c. 2, §53 (COR); PL 2003, c. 545, §5 (REV).]

6-A. Courses of study. "Courses of study" means the courses of study for the elementary and
secondary schools that are in alignment with the system of learning results as established in section
6209 and consistent with the requirements of this Title.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §2 (NEW).]

7. Department. "Department" means the Department of Education.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. A, §45 (AMD).]

8. District board of trustees. "District board of trustees" means a body with statutory powers and
duties for a community school district.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

9. District school committee. "District school committee" means the governing body with
statutory powers and duties for a community school district.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW)]

10. Elementary school. "Elementary school" means that portion of a school that provides
instruction in any combination of kindergarten through grade 8.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

11. Elementary student. "Elementary student" means a student enrolled in an elementary school.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

12. Exceptional student.
[PL 2005, c. 662, Pt. A, §5 (RP).]

13. Financial definitions.
[PL 2009, c. 274, §2 (RP).]

13-A. Homeless student. "Homeless student" means a person eligible to attend elementary or
secondary school pursuant to section 5201 who:

A. Lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence; [PL 1991, c. 608, §1 (NEW).]
B. [PL 20083, c. 477, §1 (RP).]
B-1. Is a child or a youth:

(1) Who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship
or a similar reason; is living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or camping ground due to the lack of
alternative adequate accommodation; is living in an emergency or transitional shelter; is
abandoned in a hospital; or is awaiting foster care placement;

2|

Generated

Title 20-A. EDUCATION 11.02.2023



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

(2) Who is living in a car, park or public space or in an abandoned building, substandard
housing, bus or train station or similar setting;

(3) Who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; and

(4) Who is a migratory child, as defined in Section 1309 of the federal Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, who qualifies as homeless for the purpose of this chapter
because the child is living in circumstances described in this section. [PL 2003, c. 477, §2
(NEW).]

C. [PL 2003, c. 477, §3 (RP).]

The term "homeless student" does not include a person housed in a correctional facility, jail or detention
facility.
[PL 2003, c. 477, §§1-3 (AMD).]

14. Joint committee. "Joint committee" means the governing body with statutory powers and
duties for implementing a contract for secondary education under chapter 115.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

15. Kindergarten. "Kindergarten" means a one-year or 2-year childhood education program, for
children at least 5 years of age, immediately prior to grade one.
[PL 2007, c. 141, §1 (AMD).]

16. Local allocation.
[PL 2009, c. 274, §3 (RP).]

17. Major capital costs. "Major capital costs" is defined in section 15672, subsection 18-A.
[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §2 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]

18. Minor capital costs. "Minor capital costs" is defined in section 15672, subsection 20-A.
[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §2 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]

19. Municipal school unit. "Municipal school unit" means a state-approved unit of school
administration composed of a single municipality.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

19-A. Newly incurred capital outlay and debt service. "Newly incurred capital outlay and debt
service" means capital outlay and debt service costs for a school construction project approved for
funding by the voters on or after June 1, 1998.

[PL 1997, c. 787, §1 (NEW).]

20. Parent. "Parent" means a parent, guardian or legal guardian.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

20-A. Previous education unit. "Previous education unit" means a state-approved unit of school
administration that was responsible for operating or constructing public schools prior to the
reorganization of school administrative units pursuant to chapter 103-A.

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §1 (NEW).]

21. Principal. "Principal” means the person who supervises the operation and management of a
school and school property as determined necessary by the superintendent under policies established
by the school board.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
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22. Private school. "Private school" means an academy, seminary, institute or other private
corporation or body formed for educational purposes covering kindergarten through grade 12 or any
portion thereof.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

23. Private school approved for tuition purposes. "Private school approved for tuition purposes"

means a private school approved for the receipt of public funds under sections 2951 to 2955.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §85, 8 (NEW).]

23-A. Public preschool program. "Public preschool program" means a program offered by a
public elementary school pursuant to chapter 203 that provides instruction to children who are 4 years
of age, including but not limited to a Head Start program that is approved as a component of the public
preschool program.

[PL 2019, c. 241, §1 (AMD).]

23-B. Publicly supported secondary school. "Publicly supported secondary school" means:
A. A public secondary school; or [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §2 (NEW).]

B. A private secondary school approved for the receipt of public funds under chapter 117,
subchapter 2 that enrolls 60% or more publicly funded students. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX,
§2 (NEW).]

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §2 (NEW).]

24, Public school. "Public school" means a school that is governed by a school board of a school
administrative unit and funded primarily with public funds.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

24-A. Residential placement. "Residential placement" includes the placement in any children's
home licensed pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1669, including:

A. An "emergency children's shelter," which is a facility operated by a corporation and licensed
for the purpose of providing board and care to no more than 10 children over the age of 12 years,
who may be runaways or abused children or whose well-being is jeopardized by some other crisis
or emergency, and providing services to a child for not more than 21 consecutive days, except with
special permission; [PL 2013, c. 179, §3 (AMD).]

B. A "foster home," which is a private home occupied and operated by the owner and licensed to
provide 24-hour care for no more than 6 nonrelated children; [PL 1985, c. 789, §§1, 9 (NEW).]

C. A "specialized children's home," which is a facility licensed to provide care to no more than 4
children who are moderately to severely disabled by a caretaker who is specifically educated and
trained to provide for the particular needs of each child placed; and [PL 2021, c. 348, §23
(AMD).]

D. A "children's residential care facility," which provides board and care for one or more children
on a regular, 24-hours-a-day, residential basis. A children's residential care facility does not mean
family foster home, specialized children's home or an emergency children's shelter. The term
includes, but is not limited to:

(1) A "group home," which is a children's residential care facility operated by a corporation
and licensed for the purpose of providing board and care for up to 10 children;

(2) A '"residential agency," which is a children's residential care facility operated by a
corporation and licensed for the purpose of providing board and care to more than 10 children;

(3) A '"residential treatment center," which is a children's residential care facility operated by
a corporation and licensed for the purpose of providing therapeutically planned, group living
situations within which educational, recreational, medical and sociopsychotherapeutic
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components are integrated for children whose present disabilities preclude community
outpatient treatment;

(4) A "residential treatment facility," which is a children's residential care facility operated by
a corporation and licensed for the purpose of providing board, care and treatment for more than
10 children who are moderately to severely disabled that does not contain an educational
component; and

(5) A "therapeutic group home," which is a children's residential care facility operated by a
corporation and licensed for the purpose of providing board, care and treatment for up to 10
children who are moderately to severely disabled. [PL 2021, c. 348, §24 (AMD).]

[PL 2021, c. 348, §§23, 24 (AMD).]

24-B. Regional school unit. "Regional school unit" means the state-approved unit of school
administration as established pursuant to chapter 103-A.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §3 (NEW).]

24-C. Regional school unit board. "Regional school unit board" means the board of directors
that is the governing body with statutory powers and duties of a regional school unit.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §4 (NEW).]

25. School administrative district. "School administrative district" means a state-approved unit
of school administration, composed of one or more municipalities which must provide public education
to all public school students in the district.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

26. School administrative unit. "School administrative unit" means the state-approved unit of
school administration and includes a municipal school unit, school administrative district, community
school district, regional school unit or any other municipal or quasi-municipal corporation responsible
for operating or constructing public schools, except that it does not include a career and technical
education region. Beginning July 1, 2009, “school administrative unit” means the state-approved unit
of school administration and includes only the following:

A. A municipal school unit; [PL 2007, c. 668, §1 (NEW).]
B. A regional school unit formed pursuant to chapter 103-A; [PL 2007, c. 668, §1 (NEW).]

C. An alternative organizational structure as approved by the commissioner and approved by the
voters; [PL 2009, c. 580, §1 (AMD).]

D. A school administrative district that does not provide public education for the entire span of
kindergarten to grade 12 that has not reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to chapter

103-A; [PL 2007, c. 668, §1 (NEW).]

E. A community school district that has not reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to
chapter 103-A; [PL 2007, c. 668, §1 (NEW).]

F. A municipal or quasi-municipal district responsible for operating public schools that has not
reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to chapter 103-A; [PL 2011, c. 414, §2 (AMD).]

G. A municipal school unit, school administrative district, community school district, regional
school unit or any other quasi-municipal district responsible for operating public schools that forms
a part of an alternative organizational structure approved by the commissioner; and [PL 2011, c.

414, §3 (AMD) ]

H. A public charter school authorized under chapter 112 by an entity other than a local school
board. [PL 2011, c. 414, §4 (NEW).]
[PL 2011, c. 414, §§2-4 (AMD).]

27. School agent.
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[PL 2001, c. 588, §3 (RP).]

28. School board. "School board" means the governing body with statutory powers and duties for
a school administrative unit.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

29. School committee. "School committee" means the governing body with statutory powers and

duties for a municipal school unit.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

30. School construction project. "School construction project” is defined in section 15901,

subsection 4.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

31. School union. "School union" means a union composed of school administrative units joined
for the purpose of providing joint administrative services, including a joint superintendent.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

32. Secondary school. "Secondary school" means that portion of a school that provides instruction
in any combination of grades 9 through 12.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW)]

33. Secondary student. "Secondary student" means a student enrolled in a secondary school.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

34. Special school district. "Special school district” means a school district created by private
and special law for the purpose of constructing or adding to school buildings, but which does not have
the authority or responsibility for operating public schools.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
34-A. State agency client.
[PL 2023, c. 449, §1 (RP).]

34-B. State agency client. "State agency client" means a child with a disability who is 3 years of
age or older and under 22 years of age who requires an individualized education program in order to
access a free, appropriate public education and who is:

A. In the care or custody, or both, of the Department of Health and Human Services and whose
placement, either with a person who is not the child's parent, legal guardian or relative or in a
residential setting, is facilitated by a caseworker from the Department of Health and Human
Services and funded, in whole or in part, through the MaineCare program or the Department of
Health and Human Services, and that placement is for reasons other than educational reasons; or

[PL 2023, c. 449, §2 (NEW).]

B. In the custody or under the supervision of the Department of Corrections, including, but not
limited to, a juvenile on conditional release, an informally adjusted juvenile, a probationer or a
juvenile on community reintegration status from the Long Creek Youth Development Center and
who is placed, for reasons other than educational reasons, pursuant to a court order or with the
agreement of an authorized agent of the Department of Corrections, outside the juvenile's home.

[PL 2023, c. 449, §2 (NEW).]

Notwithstanding paragraphs A and B, "state agency client" also means a child who is under 3 years of
age and has a diagnosed, established condition or a biological factor that has a high probability of
resulting in developmental delay.

[PL 2023, c. 449, §2 (NEW).]

35. State allocation.
[PL 2009, c. 274, §4 (RP).]
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36. State board. "State board" means the State Board of Education.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

37. State and local allocation.
[PL 20009, c. 274, §5 (RP).]

37-A. State valuation. "State valuation" means the value certified to the Secretary of State as

provided in Title 36, section 305, subsection 1.
[PL 1985, c. 650, §1 (NEW).]

38. Subdistrict. "Subdistrict" means a geographic area which is a subdivision of a school
administrative district for election purposes.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

39. Superintendent. "Superintendent" means the person in a school administrative unit or school
union appointed and having the authority and responsibility under this Title and other applicable
statutes.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

40. Union committee. "Union committee" means the governing body with statutory powers and
duties for a school union.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

41. Union school.
[PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. C, §1 (RP).]

42. Career and technical education center. "Career and technical education center" is defined
in section 8301-A, subsection 3.

[RR 1991, c. 2, §54 (COR); PL 2003, c. 545, §5 (REV).]

43. Career and technical education. "Career and technical education" is defined in section
8301-A, subsection 2-A.
[RR 2003, c. 2, §31 (COR).]

44. Career and technical education region. "Career and technical education region" is defined
in section 8301-A, subsection 6.
[RR 1991, c. 2, §56 (COR); PL 2003, c. 545, §5 (REV).]

45. Career and technical education satellite program. "Career and technical education satellite
program" is defined in section 8301-A, subsection 8.
[RR 1991, c. 2, §56 (COR); PL 2003, c. 545, §5 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 650, §1 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 789, §§1,2,9 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 98, §1 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 502, §B17 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 700, §A45 (AMD). RR
1991, c. 2, §§53-56 (COR). PL 1991, c. 608, §1 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 716, §6 (AMD). RR 1993,
c. 1, §44 (COR). PL 1993, c. 410, §CCC7 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 560, §K82 (AMD). PL 1995, c.
560, §K83 (AFF). PL 1995, c. 569, §1 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 326, §1 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 787,
§1 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 75, §1 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 401, §J4 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 354, §3 (AMD).
PL 2001, c. 439, §G6 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 588, §§1-3 (AMD). RR 2003, c. 2, §§30,31 (COR).
PL 2003, c. 477, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 545, §5 (REV). PL 2003, c. 689, §B6 (REV). PL
2003, c. 706, §A8 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §D2 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005,
c. 12, §WW18 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 662, §§A4,5 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 141, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL
2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §§1-5 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 667, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 668, §1
(AMD). PL 2009, c. 274, §§2-5 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 580, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 414, §§2-4
(AMD). PL 2011, c. 614, §2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. C, §1 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 179, §3
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(AMD). PL 2017, c. 148, §4 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 241, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 348, §§23, 24
(AMD). PL 2023, c. 449, §§1, 2 (AMD).

§2. Policy on public education
The state policy on public education is as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. State responsibility for public education. In accordance with the Constitution of Maine,
Article VIII, the Legislature shall enact the laws that are necessary to assure that all school
administrative units make suitable provisions for the support and maintenance of the public schools. It
is the intent of the Legislature that every person within the age limitations prescribed by state statutes

shall be provided an opportunity to receive the benefits of a free public education.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

2. Local control of public education. It is the intent of the Legislature that the control and
management of the public schools shall be vested in the legislative and governing bodies of local school
administrative units, as long as those units are in compliance with appropriate state statutes.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
3. Mandated programs.

[PL 1991, c. 847, §1 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 821 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 501, §P22 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 502, §D16 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 534, §E1 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 878, §A43 (AMD). PL
1991, c. 9, §l11 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 429, §1 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 528, §l1123 (AMD). PL 1991,
c. 528, §RRR (AFF). PL 1991, c. 591, §l1123 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 847, §1 (AMD).

§2-A. Waiver of state mandates

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1991, c. 429, §2 (NEW). PL 1991, c. 847, §§2,3 (AMD). MRSA T. 20-A §2-A, sub-§6 (RP).
§3. Administrative procedures

The adopting of rules, conducting of adjudicatory hearings and issuing of licenses by the state
board, department or commissioner shall be in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure
Act, Title 5, chapter 375, except as specified in this Title. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

§4. Rule of construction

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 737, §C4 (RP).
§5. Funding of state mandates for noneducational services

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Expenditure" means any local appropriation financed by the property tax, motor vehicle excise
tax, state-municipal revenue sharing program or any state reimbursement for revenue lost due to
property tax exemptions. [PL 1983, c. 80 (NEW).]
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B. "Local unit" means any city, town, plantation or school administrative unit. [PL 1983, c. 80
(NEW).]

C. "Noneducational services" means any service which is not an allowable educational cost under
chapter 605. [PL 1983, c. 80 (NEW).]
[PL 1983, c. 80 (NEW).]

2. Mandates. The State may not mandate that a school administrative unit implement a new
noneducational service after July 1, 1984, unless the State provides sufficient moneys to cover the
additional cost of implementing the program.

[PL 1983, c. 80 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 80 (NEW).

§6. Gender equity hearings

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 889, §2 (NEW). PL 2013, c. 506, §1 (RP).
§7. Property disposal

A school board shall establish a policy for the disposal of personal school property valued at more
than $5,000. The policy must include a provision that member municipalities be notified of any planned
property disposal under this section. [PL 1991, c. 119 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 119 (NEW).
§8. Public school innovation

In order to support a culture of research and development and elevate the professionalism of the
State's education practitioners, the commissioner shall encourage school administrative units to pursue
continuous improvement processes to identify opportunities to innovate school structures and policies
as a means of more effectively meeting the learning needs and improving the academic performance of
all students. The public and private postsecondary institutions of higher education in the State are urged
to partner with the department, the state board and school administrative units to provide appropriate
and timely professional development programs and other support services to educators employed in
public schools engaged in school innovation efforts. [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

1. School innovation. For the purposes of this section, the term "school innovation" means the
process by which schools and communities use pilot programs and make significant changes in the
existing school structure, including the policies, roles, relationships, pathways and schedules that
influence teaching and learning in the school. School innovation recognizes the critical educational
role of technology and integrates technology and technological systems in the classroom, in school
governance and in school record keeping. School innovation is based on:

A. The development of comprehensive educational goals establishing community expectations for
what all students should know, the skills they should possess, the attitude toward work and learning
they should hold upon completing school and the role of the school in the community; [PL 1991,
c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

B. A formal appraisal of the basic structures that govern operation of the school; and [PL 1991,
c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

C. A commitment to revise the basic school structure to achieve the comprehensive educational
goals. [PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW).]
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School innovation, which is most effectively carried out at the local level, depends on community and
educator involvement and approval and student participation. School innovation includes
understanding of the various roles of stakeholders, including parents, students, teachers, administrators,
support staff, postsecondary education institutions and officials and various segments of the
community. It focuses on understanding and defining the root cause of challenges and innovates and
tests solutions. School innovation may include a significantly broadened role for schools and school
administrative units that engage in education research and development. The commissioner may
designate a school administrative unit that engages in education research and development as a
demonstration site.

[PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

2. Waiver of rules for local schools. A school administrative unit undergoing school innovation
may request that the commissioner waive the application of specific rules to that unit, or to certain
schools in that unit, if the waiver is necessary to achieve the proposed innovation. The commissioner
shall grant a waiver if the requesting unit, as determined by the commissioner, has:

A. Demonstrated that one or more state rules prevent or seriously handicap the unit's pursuit of its
innovation goals; [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

B. Demonstrated that reasonable steps have been taken to provide the safeguards offered by the
rules in question to allow continued educational progress by students and protect the continuity and
integrity of the unit and employees of that unit; [PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

C. Provided evidence that the necessary resources and community and staff support are present to
ensure that the innovative changes requiring the waiver stand a reasonable chance of succeeding;
and [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

D. Informed any bargaining agent or agents representing affected school employees of the waiver
request. [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

E. [PL 2021, c.571, §1 (RP).]

The request for the waiver must include documentation to substantiate the conditions of this subsection.
If the request is denied, the commissioner shall provide the reasons for denying the request to the school
unit.

[PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

3. Waiver of rules for educator preparation programs. In order to prepare educators to work
in innovative schools, an educator preparation program may request that the state board waive the
application of specific rules governing approval of that program. The state board shall grant waiver
requests if, in the board's opinion, the program has:

A. Demonstrated that the rules for which a waiver is requested prevent or seriously handicap the
program in its pursuit of a plan to meet the educational needs of its students and the staffing needs
of innovative schools; [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

B. Demonstrated that reasonable steps have been taken to provide the safeguards offered by the
rules in question to allow continued educational progress by students and protect the continuity and
integrity of the program and employees of that program; [PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

C. Provided evidence that the necessary resources and support from the governing body and staff
of an institution of higher education are present to ensure that the changes requiring the waiver
stand a reasonable chance of succeeding; [PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

D. Informed any bargaining agent or agents representing affected program employees of the waiver
request; and [PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW).]

E. Developed service, research and teaching relationships with one or more innovative public
schools. [PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]
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The request for the waiver must include documentation to substantiate the conditions of this subsection.
If the request is denied, the state board shall communicate the reasons for denying the request to the
petitioning program.

[PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 407, §1 (NEW). PL 2021, c. 571, §1 (AMD).
§9. Public Higher Education Systems Coordinating Committee

1. Committee established. The Public Higher Education Systems Coordinating Committee,
referred to in this section as "the committee," is established to promote efficiency, cooperative effort
and strategic planning between the University of Maine System and the Maine Community College
System, referred to in this section as "the systems."

[PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

2. Membership. The committee consists of the Chancellor of the University of Maine System,
the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System, the President of the Maine
Community College System and the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Maine Community College
System. The members of the committee may appoint designees to a subcommittee.

[PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

3. Duties. The committee shall seek to achieve greater collaboration and cooperation between the
systems in order to address issues including, but not limited to, the following:

A. Improving college affordability; [PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

B. Minimizing or eliminating barriers to student transfer between the systems; [PL 2015, c. 261,
§1 (NEW).]

C. Reducing unnecessary duplication of programs between the systems; [PL 2015, c. 261, §1
(NEW).]

D. Identifying opportunities for sharing best practices and individual efficiencies, building cross-
system economies of scale and sharing of resources; [PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

E. Recommending changes to state laws that would improve the systems' efficiency or
effectiveness; [PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

F. In consultation with the President of the Maine Maritime Academy and the Chair of the Board
of Trustees of the Maine Maritime Academy, investigating and pursuing opportunities for
collaboration and resource sharing with the Maine Maritime Academy. The committee shall notify
the President of the Maine Maritime Academy of committee meetings and agenda items; and [PL

2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

G. In consultation with the commissioner and the chair of the state board, investigating and
pursuing opportunities to improve college preparation, transition and completion for Maine's
secondary students, including supporting early college opportunities and improving credit transfer
between secondary and postsecondary school systems. [PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

4. Meetings. The committee shall meet at least twice each year and the committee members'
designees may meet more frequently. The chancellor shall convene the first meeting of the committee
by October 15, 2015. The committee shall establish a meeting schedule, and the initial work must
include an accounting of the members' prior and current efforts to promote efficiency, cooperative effort
and strategic planning between the systems. The committee shall elect a chair from among its members

to serve for a term to be determined by the committee.
[PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]
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5. Reporting. The committee shall report succinctly on its deliberations and any recommendations
to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education
matters by February 15th each year.

[PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1995, c. 395, §J1 (NEW). PL 2003, c. 20, §002 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 20, §004 (AFF). PL
2013, c. 368, Pt. DDDDD, §1 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 261, §1 (RPR).

§10. Education Research Institute

The Education Research Institute, referred to in this section as the "institute," is established to
collect and analyze education information and perform targeted education research for the Legislature.
The institute shall create and maintain an information system that tracks important early care and
education data for public preschool programs, kindergarten and grades one to 12. The institute shall
also conduct exploratory, long-term research on education issues. [PL 2009, c. 540, §1 (AMD).]

1. Legislature to contract with university. The Legislature, through the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters, shall contract with the University of
Maine System to establish and maintain the institute. Personnel coordinating the work of the institute
must be appointed by the University of Maine System in consultation with the Legislature and those
personnel shall consult with and act on behalf of the Legislature, performing such data collection,
analysis and research as the Legislature may require.

[PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW) ]

2. Steering committee. The Education Research Institute Steering Committee, referred to in this
section as the "steering committee," is established to advise the Legislature and the University of Maine
System on all matters related to the institute. Steering committee members must be appointed by the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters for a term of 2
years. The steering committee shall meet at least 4 times each year and must include one member of
each of the following:

A. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters; [PL
1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]

B. The Department of Education; [PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]

. The State Board of Education; [PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]

. The University of Maine System; [PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]
The Maine School Management Association; [PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]
The Maine Education Association; [PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]

. The Maine Municipal Association; [PL 2021, c. 293, Pt. A, §23 (AMD).]

. The Maine Principals Association; and [PL 2021, c. 293, Pt. A, §24 (AMD).]

. The Maine Children's Cabinet Early Childhood Advisory Council. [PL 2019, c. 450, §14
(AMD).]

The steering committee shall elect a chair from among its members to serve a term of 2 years.
[PL 2021, c. 293, Pt. A, §§23, 24 (AMD).]

3. Location and access. The education information system and research results gathered pursuant
to this section must be maintained by the institute at the University of Maine System. The education
information system and research results must be available for use by any interested group or individual
in the form available from the institute.

[PL 1995, c. 395, Pt. J, §1 (NEW).]
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SECTION HISTORY

PL 1995, c. 395, §J1 (NEW). PL 2009, c. 540, §§1-4 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 450, §§12-14 (AMD).
PL 2021, c. 293, Pt. A, §§23, 24 (AMD).

§11. Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Council

1. Establishment; composition. The Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Council, established in Title 5, section 12004-C, subsection 8 and referred to in this section as "the
council," consists of the following 16 members:

A. Five ex officio members:
(1) The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee;
(2) The Chancellor of the University of Maine System or the chancellor's designee;
(3) The President of the Maine Community College System or the president's designee;
(4) The President of the Maine Maritime Academy or the president's designee; and

(5) The Commissioner of Labor or the commissioner's designee; and [PL 2011, c. 346, §2
(NEW).]

B. The following 11 members, appointed by the Governor:

(1) A representative from the University of Maine, Maine Center for Research in STEM
Education;

(2) A representative who teaches in elementary or middle school;

(3) A representative who teaches science or mathematics in secondary school;
(4) A representative who teaches in a technical school,;

(5) A representative of public and private education partnerships;

(6) A representative of a statewide science, technology, engineering and mathematics
collaborative;

(7) Two representatives from the business sector who employ workers with training in science,
technology, engineering or mathematics;

(8) A representative employed in an industry related to science, technology, engineering or
mathematics;

(9) A representative who teaches in an equivalent instruction program that is approved as an
alternative to public school as set forth in section 5001-A, subsection 3; and

(10) A representative from the State Board of Education. [PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]
[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

2. Terms; vacancy. The members of the council appointed pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph B
serve for 2-year terms and serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. On the expiration
of a term of any member, a successor must be appointed to a 2-year term. A member of the council is
eligible for reappointment to the council. A vacancy in the council does not impair the right of a quorum
of the members to exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the council. In the event of a
vacancy occurring in the membership, the Governor shall appoint a replacement member for the
remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment was made.

[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

3. Duties. The council shall develop strategies for enhancing science, technology, engineering
and mathematics education from prekindergarten through postsecondary education and:
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A. Review research that has been conducted on science, technology, engineering and mathematics
education in the State and recommend strategic directions for consideration by policymakers as
they identify future investments in science, technology, engineering and mathematics; [PL 2011,
c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

B. Plan for coordinated state leadership with respect to science, technology, engineering and
mathematics education and initiatives; [PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

C. Develop initiatives to promote science, technology, engineering and mathematics education;
[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

D. Devise strategies for promoting career and technical education alignment and supporting early
career planning and transition supports from high school to college and to the workforce; [PL
2021, c. 144, §1 (AMD).]

E. Propose methods for integrating out-of-school programs focused on science, technology,
engineering and mathematics with school-based programs, with the goal of inspiring more students
to concentrate in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics; and [PL 2021,
c. 144, §2 (AMD).]

F. Coordinate the development of higher education programs and public-private partnerships to
enhance higher education and employment opportunities in the State in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics. [PL 2021, c. 144, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 2021, c. 144, §§1-3 (AMD).]

4. Chair; vice-chair. The council shall elect from its membership a chair and a vice-chair. The
chair and vice-chair serve for one-year terms. The chair and vice-chair serve until their successors are
elected. The chair calls meetings of the council and presides over meetings. The vice-chair serves as
the chair in the absence of the chair.

[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

5. Meetings; quorum; subcommittees. The council shall meet at least 2 times each year. The
chair shall establish the agenda. A quorum of the council is 9 members. The council may establish
subcommittees of no fewer than 3 members.

[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW)]

6. Compensation. Members of the council appointed pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph B are
entitled to receive compensation for travel expenses as allowed under Title 5, section 12004-C,
subsection 8 while engaged in council activities.

[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

7. Assistance. The executive director established pursuant to subsection 9, the Department of
Education, the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine
Maritime Academy shall jointly provide staff support to the council.

[PL 2013, c. 410, §1 (AMD).]

8. Annual report. By January 15th annually, the council shall submit a report of its findings and
recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education
matters.

[PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW).]

9. Office of executive director. The council shall establish the office of executive director to
provide leadership and management expertise to assist the council in meeting its goals. The council
may enter into an agreement, to the extent that public and private funds are available, to contract with
an executive director to assist the council in the execution of its duties under this section.

[PL 2013, c. 410, §2 (NEW).]
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10. Funding. The council may receive and expend funds from public and private sources. Funds
must be used to carry out the council's duties and other provisions of this section. State and federal
funds received by the council must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.
Any balance of funds appropriated, allocated or authorized by the Legislature remaining at the end of
a fiscal year do not lapse and are carried forward to the next fiscal year to carry out the purposes of this
section.

[PL 2013, c. 410, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2011, c. 346, §2 (NEW). PL 2013, c. 410, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 144, §§1-3 (AMD).
§12. Prohibition of Native American mascots

A public school, the University of Maine System or any college within the University of Maine
System, the Maine Community College System or any college within the Maine Community College
System or the Maine Maritime Academy may not have or adopt a name, symbol or image that depicts
or refers to a Native American tribe, individual, custom or tradition and that is used as a mascot,
nickname, logo, letterhead or team name of the school. [PL 2019, c. 123, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2019, c. 123, §1 (NEW).

CHAPTER 3
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SUBCHAPTER 1
DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION

§201. Purpose of the department
The Department of Education is established to: [PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §5 (AMD).]

1. Supervise public education. Supervise, guide and plan for a coordinated system of public
education for all citizens of the State based on the system of learning results as established in section
6209;

[PL 2001, c. 454, §1 (AMD).]

2. Interrelation with other programs. Interrelate public education with other social, economic,
physical and governmental activities, programs and services; and

[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §6 (AMD).]
3. Cultural services.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §7 (RP).]

4. Advancement of education. Encourage and stimulate public interest in the advancement of
education.

[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §8 (AMD).]

5. Cultural and historical heritage.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §9 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY
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PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 700, §§B5-9 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 454, §1 (AMD).
§202. Department organization
The department shall include the following: [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. State Board of Education. The State Board of Education;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1-A. Commissioner of Education. The Commissioner of Education;
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §10 (AMD).]

2. Maine Education Council.
[PL 1993, c. 252, Pt. C, §2 (RP).]

3. Maine State Commission for Higher Education Facilities.
[PL 2009, c. 274, §6 (RP).]

4. Maine Representatives to the New England Board of Higher Education. The Maine
Representatives to the New England Board of Higher Education;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Maine School Building Authority. The Maine School Building Authority;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Governor Baxter School for the Deaf.
[PL 1995, c. 676, §3 (RP); PL 1995, c. 676, §13 (AFF).]
7. Maine Arts Commission.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §11 (RP).]
8. Arts Bureau.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §11 (RP).]
9. Maine State Museum Commission.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §12 (RP).]
10. Maine State Museum Bureau.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §12 (RP).]

11. State Historian. The State Historian;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

12. Maine State Library.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §12 (RP).]
13. Maine State Library Bureau.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §12 (RP).]
14. Maine Historic Preservation Commission.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §12 (RP).]
15. Educational bureaus.
[PL 1993, c. 410, Pt. F, §1 (RP).]

16. Other entities. Other entities authorized by the Legislature; and
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

17. Other bureaus. Any other bureau the commissioner establishes.
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[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 763, §A74 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 797, §§7,8 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 395, §A43 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 700, §§B10-12 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 716, §1 (AMD).
PL 1993, c. 252, §C2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 410, §F1 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 676, §3 (AMD). PL
1995, c. 676, §13 (AFF). PL 2009, c. 274, §6 (AMD).

§203. Appointments

1. Commissioner's appointments. The following officials are appointed by and serve at the
pleasure of the commissioner:

A. Deputy Commissioner; [PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. D, §7 (AMD).]
[PL 1997, c. 266, §2 (RP).]
[PL 1993, c. 410, Pt. F, §2 (RP).]
[PL 1993, c. 410, Pt. F, §2 (RP).]
[PL 1993, c. 410, Pt. F, §2 (RP).]
Director of Policy and Government Affairs; [PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (AMD).]
[PL 2001, c. 344, §4 (RP); PL 2001, c. 439, Pt. H, §4 (RP).]
[PL 1997, c. 266, §2 (RP).]
[PL 1995, c. 560, Pt. F, §10 (RP).]
[PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. W, §3 (RP).]
[PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. NN, §2 (RP).]
[PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. NN, §2 (RP).]
. Director of Marketing and Communications; [PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. FF, §4 (AMD).]
[PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. NN, §2 (RP).]
[PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (RP).]
[PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (RP).]
Associate Commissioner of Policy and Programs; and [PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (NEW).]

Associate Commissioner of Public Education. [PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (NEW).]
[PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (AMD).]

2. Appointment of directors and others.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §13 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 489, §10 (RPR). PL 1985, c. 763, §A75 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 395, §A44 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 414, §3 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 700, §B13 (AMD). PL
1991, c. 716, §2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 410, §F2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 684, §2 (AMD). PL 1993,
c. 708, §J7 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 560, §F9 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 560, §F10 (AMD). PL 1997, c.
266, §2 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 344, §§3,4 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 439, §§H3,4 (AMD). PL 2009, c.
571, Pt. W, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 380, Pt. PPP, §2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. D, §§7-9
(AMD). PL 2013, c. 1, Pt. S, §2 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. I, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 284,
Pt. QQQ, §1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 343, Pt. SS, §2 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 343, Pt. TT, §§1-3 (AMD).
PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. FF, §§4, 5 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 635, Pt. W, §2 (AMD).
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§204. Rules

A rule authorized or provisionally adopted pursuant to this Title after January 1, 2005 that proposes
to regulate private schools is a major substantive rule and subject to legislative review in accordance
with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. An amendment to a rule adopted pursuant to this Title prior
to January 1, 2005 is considered a major substantive rule when the amendment pertains to private
schools, and it is subject to legislative review in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2005, c. 194, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 194, §1 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 2
COMMISSIONER

§251. Appointment; term

The appointment and term of service of the commissioner shall be as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§85, 8 (NEW).]

1. Appointment. The commissioner shall be appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and to confirmation by
the Legislature.

A. The Governor shall include the chairman of the State Board of Education in the selection process
and shall ensure that the state board has an opportunity to meet and interview the candidate or
candidates. [PL 1983, c. 123 (NEW).]

B. Within 10 days of meeting with the candidate or candidates, the state board shall deliver to the
Governor its written appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses of the candidate or candidates. [PL
1983, c. 123 (NEW).]

C. The Governor shall consider the appraisal of the state board prior to posting the nomination of
a candidate. [PL 1983, c. 123 (NEW).]
[PL 1983, c. 123 (RPR).]

2. Term. The commissioner shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 123 (AMD).
§251-A. Responsibilities of the commissioner

The commissioner is the chief executive officer of the department. In that capacity, the
commissioner has primary responsibility for the following: [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §45 (NEW).]

1. Enforcing regulatory requirements. Enforcing applicable regulatory requirements for school
administrative units;

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §45 (NEW)]

2. Providing technical assistance. Providing technical assistance to school administrative units;
and

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §45 (NEW)]

3. Providing educational leadership. Providing educational public leadership for the State.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §45 (NEW).]
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 395, §A45 (NEW).
§252. Office

An office shall be provided for the commissioner at the seat of government. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§
5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§253. Commissioner's duties
The duties of the commissioner shall be as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. General duties. The commissioner shall exercise the powers and perform the duties granted to
the department and enforce the requirements of this Title and shall devote full time to the duties of the
office.

[PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. A, §49 (AMD).]

2. Hiring. The commissioner may hire personnel deemed necessary to fulfill the duties of the
department. These personnel shall be subject to the Civil Service Law, except as provided in section
203.

[PL 1985, c. 785, Pt. B, §78 (AMD).]

3. Delegation. The commissioner may authorize a designee to carry out the assigned duties.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Specific duties. The commissioner also shall:

A. Coordinate, consolidate and prepare a budget for the department; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]

B. Transfer personnel within the department to ensure their efficient utilization; [PL 1981, c.
693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Coordinate the purchase and use of all department equipment; [PL 2001, c. 454, §2 (AMD).]

D. Review the function and operation of the department to ensure that overlapping functions and
operations are eliminated; and [PL 2001, c. 454, §2 (AMD).]

E. Provide leadership in the implementation of the system of learning results as established in
section 6209. [PL 2001, c. 454, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2001, c. 454, §§2, 3 (AMD).]

5. Appointment of supervisors. The commissioner may appoint supervisors to assist and direct
elementary and secondary teachers to work with school officers and school boards on request and to
perform other duties in the field of education. The salary and necessary traveling expenses of these
supervisors shall be paid from an appropriation for that purpose.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Agricultural education consultant. The commissioner shall appoint, subject to the Civil
Service Law, an Education Specialist III or higher or agricultural education consultant to be responsible
for supervision of agricultural technical education, including agribusiness and agriculture's relation to
the environment.

[PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. D, §1 (AMD).]

7. School nurse coordinator.
[PL 2011, c. 380, Pt. DD, §1 (RP).]
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8. Statewide support for efficiencies. The commissioner may expend and disburse funds for the

statewide support of operational efficiencies for school administrative units.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. C, §1 (NEW).]

9. Transition to standards-based educational system.
[PL 2017, c. 466, §1 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A1,A25 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD).
PL 1985, c. 785, §B78 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 502, §A49 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 454, §§2,3 (AMD).
PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. C, §1 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. D, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 380, Pt. DD,
§1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 669, §1 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 466, §1 (AMD).

§254. Educational duties
The commissioner shall have the following educational duties. [PL 1983, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. General duty. The commissioner may inspect and have general supervision over all public
schools and shall advise and direct superintendents and school boards in the discharge of their duties,
by circular letters and personal conferences.

[PL 1983, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Training and development. The commissioner shall promote the importance of ongoing
training and development and encourage initiatives that prepare school personnel to fully implement
the system of learning results as established in section 6209.

[PL 2001, c. 454, §4 (AMD).]

3. Contracts for career and technical educational programs. The commissioner may:

A. Contract with a private school for the conduct of career and technical education courses in
accordance with section 3002; and [PL 2011, c. 679, §1 (AMD).]

B. Reimburse the private schools for part of the cost of conducting approved career and technical
education courses from funds available from the Federal Government for the purpose of career and
technical education. [PL 2011, c. 679, §1 (AMD).]

[PL 2011, c. 679, §1 (AMD).]

4. Superintendent conference. Annually the commissioner shall hold a conference for the
instruction of superintendents.

[PL 1983, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Medication. The commissioner shall provide for the administration of medication within
schools as follows.

A. The commissioner shall adopt rules for the administration of medication in public or approved
private schools, including the training of unlicensed personnel to administer medication. The rules
for training must describe how the department will provide training at the local level directly to
unlicensed personnel in each school administrative unit or approved private school in the State.
Rules adopted pursuant to this section are major substantive rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter II-A. [PL 2001, c. 451, §1 (AMD).]

B. Any public or approved private school shall have a written local policy and procedure for
administering medication. The written local policy must include the requirement that all unlicensed
personnel who administer medication receive training before receiving authorization to do so.
Compliance with the provisions of this subsection is a requirement for basic school approval
pursuant to sections 2902 and 4502. [PL 1999, c. 669, §1 (NEW).]
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C. A public school or a private school approved pursuant to section 2902 must have a written local
policy authorizing students to possess and self-administer emergency medication from an asthma
inhaler or an epinephrine autoinjector as defined in section 6305, subsection 1, paragraph C. The
written local policy must include the following requirements.

(1) A student who self-administers an asthma inhaler or an epinephrine autoinjector must have
the prior written approval of the student's primary health care provider and, if the student is a
minor, the prior written approval of the student's parent or guardian.

(2) The student's parent or guardian must submit written verification to the school from the
student's primary health care provider confirming that the student has the knowledge and the
skills to safely possess and use an asthma inhaler or an epinephrine autoinjector in school.

(3) The school nurse shall evaluate the student's technique to ensure proper and effective use
of an asthma inhaler or an epinephrine autoinjector in school. [PL 2019, c. 560, §1 (AMD).]

D. Rules adopted by the commissioner under this subsection must authorize students who attend
public school to possess and use a topical sunscreen product while on school property or at a school-
sponsored event without a note or prescription from a licensed health care professional if the
product is regulated by the federal Food and Drug Administration for over-the-counter use for the
purpose of limiting skin damage from ultraviolet radiation. [PL 2019, c. 32, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2019, c. 560, §1 (AMD).]

6. Other duties. The commissioner shall carry out all other duties assigned in this Title.
[PL 1983, c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

7. Clearinghouse for information on nuclear usage.
[PL 2013, c. 506, §2 (RP).]

8. Model hiring procedure.
[PL 2013, c. 506, §3 (RP).]

9. Statewide goal.
[PL 2013, c. 506, §3 (RP).]

10. Gender equity.
[PL 2013, c. 506, §4 (RP).]

11. Statewide standards for behavior. In consultation with organizations representing school
boards, school administrators, teachers, parents and other interested local officials and community
members, the commissioner shall develop statewide standards for responsible and ethical student
behavior. The standards must require annual reporting of incidents of violent and harmful behavior by
or against students to the department by school administrative units. The department shall provide
forms for reporting.

[PL 1999, c. 351, §1 (NEW).]

11-A. Model policy; reporting. By January 1, 2013, the commissioner shall develop a model
policy to address bullying and cyberbullying for use by school administrative units pursuant to section
6554. A copy of the model policy must be sent to each school administrative unit in the State and posted
on the publicly accessible portion of the department's website along with any training and instructional
materials related to the policy that the commissioner determines necessary.

A. The commissioner shall create a procedure by which school administrative units report
substantiated incidents of bullying and cyberbullying to the department on at least an annual basis.
These reports may not contain personally identifying information about students or other involved
persons, but must delineate the specific nature of the incidents, the consequences and the actions
taken. [PL 2011, c. 659, §1 (NEW).]
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B. The commissioner may update or revise the model policy and shall post the update or revision
on the publicly accessible portion of the department's website and send a copy of the update or
revision to each school administrative unit. [PL 2011, c. 659, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2011, c. 659, §1 (NEW).]

12. Technical assistance and statewide standards for reintegration planning. In consultation
with juvenile correctional officials, juvenile community corrections officers, organizations representing
school boards, school administrators, teachers and parents and other interested local officials and
community members, the commissioner shall develop a program of technical assistance and establish
statewide standards for reintegration planning and transition services for juvenile offenders who are
discharged from juvenile correctional facilities in the State, who have been enrolled in educational
programs or schools for juveniles located in or operated by correctional facilities and who are
transferring to schools located within local school administrative units in the State. The technical
assistance and standards must include, but may not be limited to:

A. Timely presentation of student educational records pursuant to section 6001-B and other
appropriate information, including confidential criminal justice information regarding juveniles
pursuant to section 1055, subsections 11 and 12; [PL 2001, c. 452, §3 (NEW).]

B. The level and scope of technical assistance to be provided by the department to local school
officials and the level and scope of training that local school administrative units must provide to
school personnel who may have access to confidential criminal justice information regarding
juveniles pursuant to section 1055, subsections 11 and 12; and [PL 2001, c. 452, §3 (NEW).]

C. Annual reporting to the department by superintendents of the number of juvenile offenders who
are released or discharged from juvenile correctional facilities in the State and who enroll in schools
located within their local school administrative units. The department shall provide forms for
reporting. [PL 2001, c. 452, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 2001, c. 452, §3 (NEW).]

13. Technical assistance; integrated model for instruction in personal finance. The
commissioner shall develop a program of technical assistance that promotes the importance of financial
literacy and encourages school administrative units to implement an integrated model for instruction in
personal finance that may be used in secondary schools as part of the instruction in social studies or
mathematics required by section 4722, subsection 2, paragraphs B and C. The commissioner, in
consultation with the Finance Authority of Maine, the Office of Securities within the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation, Jobs for Maine's Graduates, organizations representing banks,
credit unions and financial professionals and other interested organizations promoting personal finance
initiatives, shall prepare and distribute annually, in January, a report to school boards and
superintendents that includes strategies and resources available to implement an integrated model for
instruction in personal finance for use in secondary schools. The annual report must also be provided
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters, and the
department shall post the report on its publicly accessible website. The commissioner shall identify
best practices to support students' financial literacy for those school administrative units that elect to
offer financial literacy education pursuant to this subsection.

[PL 2015, c. 64, §1 (AMD).]

REVISOR'S NOTE: (Subsection 13 as enacted by PL 2011, c. 348, §2 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE
20-A, SECTION 254, SUBSECTION 14)

REVISOR'S NOTE: (Subsection 13 as enacted by PL 2011, c. 354, §1 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE
20-A, SECTION 254, SUBSECTION 15)

14. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 20-A, §254, sub-§13) Transitional services for students with
disabilities. To provide for an efficient and effective coordinated system of services across state
agencies and local and private entities, the commissioner shall plan, coordinate and implement services

Generated

22 | Title 20-A. EDUCATION 11.02.2023



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

for students with disabilities who are in transition from school to community in accordance with rules
adopted by the department. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[RR 2011, c. 1, §23 (RAL).]

15. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 20-A, §254, sub-§13) Technical assistance; professional
development and training for instruction in digital literacy; clearinghouse for information on use
of online learning resources. The commissioner shall develop a program of technical assistance,
including professional development and training for instruction in digital literacy and the establishment
of a clearinghouse for information on the use of online learning resources that may be made available
to all school administrative units, including those schools that participate in the learning through
technology program under section 15689-A, subsection 12-A, which provides one-to-one wireless
computers for 7th grade, 8th grade and high school students and educators.

The technical assistance must include, but is not limited to:

A. A model for instruction that promotes digital literacy for students; [RR 2011, c. 1, §24
(RAL).]

B. A clearinghouse for information on the use of online learning resources, including best practices
in the use of open educational resources and open-source textbooks; and [RR 2011, c. 1, §24

(RAL).]

C. Professional development and training for educators in the effective use of online learning

resources, including open educational resources and open-source textbooks. [RR 2011, c. 1, §24
(RAL).]

The program of technical assistance provided by the department may be used by those schools and
educators who choose to provide instruction in digital literacy and who choose to use online learning
resources, including best practices in the use of open educational resources and open-source textbooks.
The program of technical assistance provided by the department must be available to all school

administrative units in the State and posted on the department's publicly accessible website.
[RR 2011, c. 1, §24 (RAL).]

16. Parental involvement initiatives. The commissioner shall strongly encourage each school
board to adopt local procedures for implementing a districtwide parental involvement initiative as
school board policy in accordance with section 255, subsection 6.

[PL 2011, c. 571, §1 (NEW).]

17. Model policy for management of concussive and other head injuries. In consultation with
organizations representing school principals, school boards, school superintendents, athletic directors,
athletic trainers, sports medicine practitioners, the Acquired Brain Injury Advisory Council established
in Title 34-B, section 19001 and other interested parties, the commissioner shall develop a model policy
on the management of concussive and other head injuries in school activities and athletics.

The commissioner, in consultation with an organization representing school principals, shall report no
later than January 31, 2022 and annually thereafter to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs on any available data on the incidence of
concussions sustained by student athletes in the State using existing or new data collection systems.
The report must include recommendations on best practices for the collection of such data.

[PL 2021, c. 12, §1 (AMD).]

18. Model policy; child sexual abuse prevention. The commissioner shall develop a model
policy for child sexual abuse prevention education and response that may be used for public preschool
programs operated in compliance with chapter 203, subchapter 3 and for all students enrolled in
kindergarten to grade 5.

1022023 Title 20-A. EDUCATION | 23



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

A. No later than July 1, 2016, the commissioner, in consultation with the Department of Health
and Human Services, organizations that have expertise in child sexual abuse prevention education
and organizations representing school boards, administrators, teachers and parents, shall develop a
model policy based on nationally recognized best practices that includes:

(1) Child sexual abuse response and reporting procedures;
(2) Child sexual abuse awareness training and prevention education for school personnel;

(3) Age-appropriate child sexual abuse prevention education for students, aligned to the system
of learning results established pursuant to section 6209 and delivered by qualified instructors;

(4) School response and reporting procedures; and

(5) Resources a victim of child sexual abuse or nonoffending caregivers of a victim of child
sexual abuse may access for services and support. [PL 2015, c. 292, §1 (NEW).]

B. The department shall offer technical assistance to school administrative units that operate a
public preschool program or an elementary school to aid in the establishment of a local child sexual
abuse prevention education and response policy that is consistent with the model policy developed
under paragraph A. [PL 2015, c. 292, §1 (NEW).]

C. The department shall send a copy of the model policy developed under paragraph A to each
school administrative unit in the State and post the model policy on the publicly accessible portion
of the department's website along with any related resources that the commissioner determines
necessary. [PL 2015, c. 292, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 292, §1 (NEW).]

19. Designation of school to enroll certain students. The commissioner may designate a school

administrative unit as the receiving school administrative unit for a student who resides in a school
administrative unit that neither maintains a school nor contracts for school privileges pursuant to
chapter 115 and is unable to find a school administrative unit willing to enroll the student in one of its
schools, upon a written request from the superintendent of the school administrative unit where the
student resides setting forth the student's circumstances giving rise to the request.

A. If the commissioner makes a designation under this subsection, the school administrative unit
where the student resides shall pay tuition for that student to the receiving school administrative
unit as calculated in accordance with this subsection and chapter 219. [PL 2015, c. 448, §1
(NEW).]

B. Ifa student subject to a designation under this subsection is receiving special education services,
the receiving school administrative unit designated by the commissioner under this subsection is
responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to the student, subject to the
provisions of this subsection. The receiving school administrative unit shall invite the school
administrative unit where the student resides to participate in individualized education program
team meetings for the student, but the authorized representative of the receiving school
administrative unit shall make the decision on any issue on which consensus is not reached. The
school administrative unit where the student resides shall, in addition to tuition payable pursuant to
chapter 219, pay to the receiving school administrative unit:

(1) Special education tuition;

(2) Any costs not included in the computation of special education tuition directly related to
the student's special education program; and

(3) Any costs associated with due process proceedings in connection with the student's special
education program. [PL 2015, c. 448, §1 (NEW).]
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C. Once the commissioner makes a designation under this subsection, the student must be enrolled
in the receiving school administrative unit. If dissatisfied with the commissioner's decision, the
superintendent of the school administrative unit where the student resides or the superintendent of
the receiving school administrative unit may, within 10 calendar days of the commissioner's
decision, request that the state board review the designation. The state board shall review the
commissioner's determinations and communicate with the commissioner, the superintendents and
the parent of the student. The state board may approve or disapprove the designation. The state
board shall make a decision within 45 calendar days of receiving the request and shall provide to
the commissioner, the superintendents and the parent of the student a written decision describing
the basis of the state board's determination. The state board's decision is final and binding. [PL
2015, c. 448, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 448, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 739 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 889, §3 (AMD). PL 1995,
c. 625, §A21 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 351, §1 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 669, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 451,
§1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 452, §3 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 454, §4 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 531, §1 (AMD).
PL 2005, c. 397, §D3 (REV). RR 2011, c. 1, §§23, 24 (COR). PL 2011, c. 154, §1 (AMD). PL
2011, c. 348, §2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 354, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, ¢. 571, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c.
659, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 679, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 688, §1 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 506,
§§2-4 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 64, §1 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 292, §1 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 448, §1
(AMD). PL 2019, c. 32, §1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 560, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 12, §1 (AMD).

§255. School administrative unit; reports, records, information
1. Pamphlet of laws. The commissioner shall:

A. Compile the amended school laws of the State in pamphlet form and distribute them to
municipal and school officers; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Prepare and issue biennially, with such content as the commissioner deems appropriate,
circulars of information and advice to school officers relating to new school laws. [PL 1981, c.
693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Record books. The commissioner shall furnish to the school officers of each school
administrative unit proper blank books in which they shall keep complete and itemized records of all
matters relating to moneys appropriated, received and expended for schools. These books shall remain
the property of the State.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Forms. The commissioner shall:

A. Prepare and print forms for all returns required by law or deemed necessary by the
commissioner; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. On March 1st, forward to each superintendent forms for the annual school return as provided in
section 6004; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. On May 1st, forward to each superintendent forms for the returns required by sections 6051 and
6052. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Maintaining records. The commissioner shall preserve all school reports of this State and of
other states which the commissioner may receive, the returns from the various municipalities and
institutions of learning and books, apparatus, maps, charts, works on education, plans for school
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buildings, models and other articles of interest to school officers and teachers as may be obtained
without expense to the State.
[PL 1983, c. 862, §51 (AMD).]

5. Information. The commissioner shall:

A. Obtain information on school systems in this State and other states and other countries and the
condition and progress of public education throughout the world; [RR 2009, c. 2, §41 (COR).]

B. Disseminate this information, with practical hints upon the conduct of schools, improved
systems of instruction and the true theory of education by public addresses, circulars and articles
prepared for the press; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Disseminate this information by outlines, suggestions and directions concerning the
management, discipline and methods employed in teaching to teachers and school officers of the
State; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

D. Do all in the commissioner's power to awaken and sustain an interest in education among the
people and to stimulate school officers, teachers and other educational personnel to well directed
efforts in their work. [PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. B, §§2, 4 (AMD).]

[RR 2009, c. 2, §41 (COR).]

6. Parental involvement initiatives; post. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, a school
administrative unit that adopts a parental involvement initiative may submit a copy of that initiative to
the department, and the commissioner shall post that initiative on the department's publicly accessible
website. The commissioner also shall post on the department's publicly accessible website links to the
publicly accessible websites of those school administrative units that have chosen to adopt districtwide
parental involvement initiatives as school board policy and that have submitted those initiatives to the
department.

[PL 2011, c. 571, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§B1-B2,B4
(AMD). PL 1983, c. 862, §51 (AMD). RR 2009, c. 2, §41 (COR). PL 2011, c. 571, §2 (AMD).

§256. Miscellaneous duties

1. Report to Governor and Legislature. The commissioner shall prepare and deliver to the
Governor and Legislature an annual report on the status of public education in the State regarding the
implementation of the system of learning results as established in section 6209, including any
suggestions and recommendations to improve public education. This annual report must also include a
description of the activities and accomplishments of the state board.

The commissioner shall include in the annual report a listing of requests by school districts for
affirmative action workshops and an assessment of the department's ability to meet past and projected
demand for in-service training related to affirmative action or gender equity.

The commissioner may be invited by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of
the Senate annually, in January, to appear before a joint session of the Legislature to address the
Legislature on the status of public education in the State and such related matters as the commissioner
desires to bring to the Legislature's attention.

[PL 20009, c. 274, §7 (AMD).]

2. Joining educational organizations. The commissioner may authorize the department to join
educational organizations and associations, both within and outside the State, when that membership
will increase the efficiency or progress of education within the State.

[PL 1983, c. 806, §4 (AMD).]
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3. Limit on authority.
[PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §14 (RP).]

4. Control of gift-established schools. The commissioner shall:

A. Assume the control and management of all public schools established and maintained by gifts
or bequests, when the gifts or bequests are conditioned on the commissioner assuming that control
and management; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Carry out the provisions on which those gifts or bequests are conditioned, when those conditions
are approved by the Governor. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Duties imposed by charters. The commissioner shall perform all duties assigned by charter
granted by the Legislature to an educational institution.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Central information system.
[PL 2019, c. 398, §6 (RP).]

7. Women in administration; data; report.
[PL 2013, c. 506, §5 (RP).]

8. Gifts and donations.
[PL 1995, c. 676, §4 (RP); PL 1995, c. 676, §13 (AFF).]

9. Collection of fees.
[PL 1995, c. 676, §4 (RP); PL 1995, c. 676, §13 (AFF).]

10. Telecommunications education access fund. The commissioner or the State Librarian may
enter into contracts or order services on behalf of schools and libraries in connection with the
telecommunications education access fund pursuant to Title 35-A, section 7104-B. The commissioner
or the State Librarian may take advantage of any discounts available pursuant to the federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

[PL 2009, c. 274, §8 (NEW).]

11. Resources for people with disabilities. The department shall develop and maintain a
comprehensive database of resources for people with disabilities on the department's publicly

accessible website.
[PL 2019, c. 398, §7 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §§3,4 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§B3,B4
(AMD). PL 1983, c. 860, §1 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 505, §1 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 763, §A76 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 395, §A46 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 518, §A1 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 700, §B14 (AMD).
PL 1989, c. 889, §§4,5 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 528, §11 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 528, §RRR (AFF). PL
1991, c. 591, §11 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 676, §4 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 676, §13 (AFF). PL 2001, c.
454, §5 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 274, §§7, 8 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 506, §5 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 398,
§§6, 7 (AMD).

§257. High school equivalency diplomas

1. Issuance of diploma. The commissioner shall issue a high school equivalency diploma to a
person who:

A. Is at least 17 years of age and:
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(2) Has demonstrated, through procedures prescribed by the commissioner, attainment of a
general educational development comparable to that of a secondary school graduate. [PL

2017, c. 381, §1 (AMD).]
B. [PL 2017, c. 381, §2 (RP)]
C. [PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RP).]
D. [PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RP).]
E. [PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RP).]

The commissioner shall issue a diploma authorized by this subsection upon compliance with the
requirements of this subsection or as soon thereafter as possible.
[PL 2017, c. 381, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

2. Equivalency diploma status. High school equivalency diplomas have the legal status of high
school diplomas.
[PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RPR).]

3. Fees. A fee may not be charged for the issuance of any high school equivalency diploma to
residents of the State.
[PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RPR).]

4. Department of Education diploma.
[PL 2013, c. 439, §1 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 151 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806, §5 (AMD). PL 1985,
c. 774, §3 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 525, §1 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 662, §1 (RPR). PL 2007, c. 451,
§1 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 439, §1 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 381, §§1, 2 (AMD).

§257-A. Department of Education diploma
(CONTAINS TEXT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES)

The commissioner shall issue a Department of Education diploma to a student who qualifies for
the diploma pursuant to this section. A Department of Education diploma has the same legal status as
a diploma awarded by a school administrative unit. [PL 2013, c. 439, §2 (NEW).]

1. Eligibility to apply for diploma. A student is eligible to apply for a Department of Education
diploma if that student is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school administrative
unit because the student experienced one or more education disruptions during the student's educational
history.

[PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (AMD).]

1-A. (TEXT EFFECTIVE UNTIL 9/01/26) (TEXT REPEALED 9/01/26) Eligibility for
students impacted by COVID-19 pandemic. Notwithstanding the eligibility requirements in
subsection 1, a student is eligible to apply for a Department of Education diploma if that student is a
4th year secondary school student and is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school
administrative unit because the student experienced a significant interruption to the student's education
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and civil emergency during the student's secondary school
education history.

This subsection is repealed on September 1, 2026.
[PL 2023, c. 171, §1 (AMD).]

1-B. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following
terms have the following meanings.

28 | Title 20-A. EDUCATION 11025023



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

A. "Community provider" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 1-B. [PL 2021,
c. 445, §1 (NEW).]

B. "Education disruption" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 2-A. [PL 2021,
c. 445, §1 (NEW).]

C. "Responsible school" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 5-A and includes a
school identified pursuant to section 5163, subsection 6. [PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (NEW).]

D. "Student experiencing homelessness" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 11.
[PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (NEW).]

2. Standard for awarding diploma. The commissioner shall issue a diploma under this section
only to a student who completes the minimum requirements for a high school diploma pursuant to
section 4722.

[PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (AMD).]

3. Process. The responsible school shall provide support for and assist in the completion and
submission to the commissioner of an application for a Department of Education diploma for any
student who has experienced one or more education disruptions during the student's educational history
on the request of the student's parent or guardian or on the request of the student if the student is at least
18 years of age or is a student experiencing homelessness. Community providers may also assist in the
application process. The commissioner may require only information on an application necessary to
show that the student has completed the minimum requirements for a high school diploma pursuant to
section 4722. The commissioner may not require additional information or an interview with the
student. Evidence that a student has met these requirements may include, but is not limited to,
transcripts, waivers, academic reports and school work recognition plans. The commissioner shall form
a review team to review the provided evidence and to make a recommendation to the commissioner on
the awarding of a diploma under this section. The review team may seek clarification of the evidence
provided but may not impose additional requirements beyond those specified in the application. The
commissioner shall make the final determination of eligibility for a diploma under this section.

[PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2013, c. 439, §2 (NEW). PL 2021, c. 61, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 445, §1 (AMD). PL 2023,
c. 171, §1 (AMD).

§258. Inspection of schools
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §6 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A2,A25 (RP).
PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD).

§258-A. Inspection of schools

1. Petition or request. The commissioner shall inspect a school or schools in a school
administrative unit or a private school approved for tuition purposes that enrolls 60% or more publicly
funded students and report the findings and recommendations to the appropriate school board,
addressing the concerns of the petition in light of applicable school approval standards, when:

A. Petitioned by 60% of the parents of the children of one school; [PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. A, §§3,
25 (NEW).]
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B. Requested by the school board or superintendent of schools or, if regarding a private school
approved for tuition purposes, the school board of the qualified sending school administrative unit;
or [PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).]

C. Petitioned by 20% of the registered voters of the unit or qualified sending school administrative
unit. [PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).]

For the purposes of this subsection, "qualified sending school administrative unit" means a school
administrative unit that contracts for school privileges under section 2701 for at least 20% of its resident
students to attend the private school approved for tuition purposes that is the subject of the request or
petition.

[PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).]

2. Periodic reviews. The commissioner shall periodically review all public schools and all private
schools that receive public funds to determine their compliance with the applicable provisions of this
Title and the Maine Human Rights Act.

[PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).]

3. Special reviews. The commissioner shall fulfill the monitoring functions required by any state
or federal grants to school units or schools.
[PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. A, §§3, 25 (NEW).]

4. Private schools. The commissioner may, as a condition of approval, inspect any private school
that applies for approval status.
[PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).]

5. Comprehensive reviews. Beginning in the 2024-2025 school year and every 2 years thereafter,
the commissioner shall conduct a comprehensive review of 5 schools, school administrative units or
private schools approved for tuition purposes selected at random. If a school, school administrative unit
or private school approved for tuition purposes is selected, and at the time of selection is within 2 years
of an accreditation review by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges or its successor
organization or has been through a comprehensive review under this subsection in the last 10 years, the
commissioner shall randomly select a different school, school administrative unit or private school
approved for tuition purposes in its place. For selected schools, school administrative units and private
schools approved for tuition purposes:

A. The commissioner shall notify the school, school administrative unit or private school approved
for tuition purposes no later than 14 days before the date the review is to take place; [PL 2023, c.
397, §1 (NEW).]

B. On receipt of the notice described in paragraph A, the school, school administrative unit or
private school approved for tuition purposes shall ensure that the physical site of the school or
schools under review are available for inspection and make available to the commissioner
documents related to:

(1) Basic school approval standards under this Title;

(2) Compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act;

(3) The statewide assessment program established under section 6202;

(4) Implementation of the system of learning results established in section 6209; and
(5) Health and safety requirements; and [PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (NEW).]

C. The commissioner shall provide a school, school administrative unit or private school approved

for tuition purposes that is unable to demonstrate compliance with basic school approval standards

or other requirements of this Title with a corrective action plan. [PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (NEW).]
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If the commissioner finds that a school, school administrative unit or private school approved for
tuition purposes is not in compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act, the commissioner shall refer
the finding to the Maine Human Rights Commission. [PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 859, §§A3,A25 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). PL 2023, c. 397, §1 (AMD).
§258-B. Air quality testing

1. Petition percentage. A request for an inspection of schools to test air quality is subject to the
criteria established in section 258-A, except that a petition by 50% of the parents of the children of one
school is sufficient to initiate an inspection by the commissioner.

[PL 1995, c. 338, §1 (NEW)]

2. Notify citizens. The commissioner shall direct superintendents to notify any citizen who
requests an inspection of school facilities of the petition process for requesting such an inspection under
this section and section 258-A.

[PL 1995, c. 338, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1995, c. 338, §1 (NEW).

§259. Student performance evaluation plan

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§D2,D4 (RP).

§260. Early elementary, kindergarten to grade 3, school assistance program
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 859, §§K2,K7 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 295, §28 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 252, §E2 (RP).
§261. Schooling privileges

The commissioner may adopt rules regarding tuition charges, accounting, audits, contracts and
other aspects of schooling privileges between receiving schools approved for tuition purposes and
sending school administrative units. [PL 1985, c. 797, §9 (NEW).]

The commissioner may adopt rules to implement statutory policies regarding student residency, the
right of a student to attend school in another administrative unit, homeless students and other exceptions
to the general residency rules. Rules adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this section shall take
precedence over any inconsistent or conflicting rules adopted by a school board pursuant to section
5201, subsection 4. [PL 1991, c. 608, §2 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 797, §9 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 415, §2 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 608, §2 (AMD).
§262. Violence prevention and intervention

The commissioner shall provide technical assistance to school administrative units that request
assistance in the provision of violence prevention and intervention training programs for teachers,
school staff and students. The assistance must emphasize conflict resolution education, peer mediation
and early identification and response to signs of violence. [PL 1999, c. 781, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
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PL 1999, c. 781, §1 (NEW).
§263. Response to school bomb threats

1. Prototype guidelines, policies and protocols. The commissioner, in consultation with state
and local emergency services officials and representatives of school personnel and school board
members, shall develop prototypical guidelines, policies and protocols for school administrative units
to present to their communities when those communities are considering implementing local policies
that concern prevention of and response to school bomb threats. The prototypical guidelines, policies
and protocols developed by the commissioner must be made available to all schools in the State no later
than December 31, 2001.

[PL 2001, c. 67, §1 (NEW).]

2. Reporting of school bomb threats. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, all public
schools and private schools enrolling more than 60% of their students at public expense in the State
must report each bomb threat incident to the commissioner. The initial report must be made to the
office of the superintendent within the school administrative unit or to the headmaster of the private
school. The office of the superintendent or headmaster receiving a report of a bomb threat at a school
must report that threat to the commissioner within 2 business days of the occurrence of the bomb threat.
The commissioner shall report annually on the nature, frequency and impacts of school bomb threats
in the State's schools to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education matters.

[PL 2001, c. 67, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2001, c. 67, §1 (NEW).

CHAPTER 5
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

§401. State Board of Education

The State Board of Education is established by Title 5, section 12004-C, subsection 1. The State
Board of Education shall be an autonomous body and shall maintain an office in Augusta. The

appointments, terms and expenses of the State Board of Education members shall be as follows. [PL
1989, c. 503, Pt. B, §72 (AMD).]

1. Appointment. The state board consists of 9 members and, beginning in the 2007-2008 school
year, 2 nonvoting student members, one junior and one senior in high school. All members are
appointed by the Governor. Four members must reside in the State's First Congressional District at the
time of appointment, 4 members must reside in the State's Second Congressional District at the time of
appointment and one member may reside in either the First Congressional District or the Second
Congressional District at the time of appointment. One of the student members must attend school in
the State's First Congressional District at the time of appointment and the other student member must
attend school in the State's Second Congressional District at the time of appointment. Each appointment
is subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education matters and to confirmation by the Senate.

[PL 2013, c. 15, §1 (AMD).]

1-A. Nomination of student members. Each student member of the state board serves for a term
of 2 years, except that the senior appointed in the 2007-2008 school year serves for one year. A junior
in high school must be added each year to the state board to serve a term of 2 years.
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A. The state board shall notify every public high school principal by March 15th of the year in
which applications are being accepted for the student member's position. [PL 2007, c. 200, §2
(NEW).]

B. Applications for the student member's position must be submitted to the state board no later
than April 15th of the year in which applications are being accepted. [PL 2007, c. 200, §2
(NEW).]

C. A screening committee of the state board shall select 6 semifinalists for the student member's
position. [PL 2007, c. 200, §2 (NEW).]

D. The state board shall, by May 1st of the year in which applications are being accepted, select 3
finalists for the Governor's consideration and shall rank the finalists according to its preference.
[PL 2007, c. 200, §2 (NEW).]

[PL 2007, c. 200, §2 (NEW).]

1-B. Term of student member. Notwithstanding subsection 4, the term of office of the student

member of the state board is 2 years.
[PL 2007, c. 200, §3 (NEW).]

1-C. Qualifications for service as student member. At the time a student member of the state
board's term commences, the student must:

A. Be enrolled in good standing in a public high school in the State; [PL 2007, c. 200, §4
(NEW).]

B. Have completed 10th grade prior to the commencement of the term; [PL 2007, c. 200, §4
(NEW).]

C. Provide at least 3 references from teachers in the school that the student attends; and [PL 2007,
c. 200, §4 (NEW).]

D. Meet other criteria established by the state board in consultation with students in the State. [PL
2007, c. 200, §4 (NEW).]
[PL 2007, c. 200, §4 (NEW).]

2. Composition. The membership of the state board must be broadly representative of the
geographic regions of the State and of municipalities of varying sizes. Members must have a strong
interest in and knowledge of education.

[PL 2019, c. 421, §1 (AMD).]

3. Expenses. Members of the state board shall be compensated according to the provisions of
Title 5, chapter 379; a member shall receive compensation whenever that member fulfills any board

duties in accordance with board bylaws.
[PL 1987, c. 851, §3 (AMD).]

4. Term. The term of office of each member is 5 years and the term begins when the member is
sworn into office. A person may not serve more than any 2 5-year terms. A vacancy must be filled for
the remainder of the unexpired term. If a person appointed to fill a vacancy serves more than 2 1/2
years of an unexpired term, that service counts as one term for purposes of the limitation on terms
imposed in this subsection. The state board shall promulgate rules in accordance with the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, which establishes the procedure and criteria by
which the state board may recommend to the Governor the removal of a member from office prior to
completion of the term of appointment for failure to perform the duties of office.

[PL 2007, c. 528, §1 (AMD).]

5. Assistance. The department shall provide staff assistance to the state board in carrying out its
functions.

[PL 1987, c. 851, §5 (NEW).]
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6. Release time for state board meeting attendance. A teacher or administrator serving on the
state board must be granted release time for attendance at state board meetings. The state board is
responsible for the cost of any substitute teacher for a teacher granted release time under this subsection.
[PL 2019, c. 421, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 812, §§101,102 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 851, §§1-5
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 503, §B72 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 16, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 179, §§1, 2
(AMD). PL 2007, c. 200, §§1-4 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 466, Pt. B, §14 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 466,
Pt. B, §15 (AFF). PL 2007, c. 528, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 695, Pt. A, §21 (AMD). PL 2013, c.
15, §1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 421, §§1, 2 (AMD).

§401-A. Responsibilities of the State Board of Education

The State Board of Education is intended to act as a body with certain policy-making,
administrative and advisory functions. In those capacities, the board has the primary responsibility for
the following: [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §47 (NEW).]

1. Formulating policy. Formulating policy by which the commissioner shall administer certain
regulatory tasks;
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §47 (NEW).]

2. Advising commissioner. Advising the commissioner in the administration of all the mandated
responsibilities of that position; and

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §47 (NEW) ]

3. Enforcing regulatory requirements. Enforcing regulatory requirements for school
administrative units.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §47 (AMD).]

The state board may advise the commissioner and the Legislature on matters concerning state laws
relating to public preschool to grade 12 and postsecondary education. [PL 2007, c. 572, Pt. A, §1
(NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 395, §A47 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 572, Pt. A, §1 (AMD).
§402. Organization; meetings
The state board shall organize and meet as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Organization. The state board shall organize annually by electing one of their members as
chairman and one as vice-chairman. They may also elect other officers.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Meetings. Meetings of the state board shall be held at least quarterly on call of the chairman or
the commissioner on 5 days' written notice to members. If both the chairman and commissioner are
absent, or refuse to call a meeting, any 3 members of the state board may call a meeting by similar
notices in writing.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §48 (AMD)]

3. Quorum. A majority of the state board members shall be a quorum.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Rules. The state board may adopt or amend rules for meeting procedures and administration of
its duties.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
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PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 395, §A48 (AMD).
§403. Seal

The state board shall adopt a seal. The seal may be used by the commissioner to authenticate
documents or copies of documents. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§404. Records

The state board shall be responsible for the following records. [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §49
(AMD).]

1. Records. The state board shall keep a complete record of the minutes of its meetings and other
procedures.
[PL 1987, c. 851, §6 (AMD).]

2. Report.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §49 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§85,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 395, §A49 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 851, §6 (AMD).
§405. Powers and duties
The state board shall have the following powers and duties. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. General authority. The state board shall have only the powers specifically stated in this Title.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Advisory role. The state board shall advise the commissioner concerning matters contained in
this Title.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Specific duties. The state board shall have the following specific powers and perform the
following duties:

A. Make recommendations to the Legislature for the efficient conduct of the public schools; [PL
1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Approve the formation of school administrative districts; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
C. [PL 1985, c. 497, §3 (RP).]

D. Review, when necessary, decisions made by the commissioner on applications for additions to,
dissolution of, transfers among, withdrawals from and closing of schools in school administrative
districts and community school districts; [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §50 (AMD).]

E. Adopt or amend rules on requirements for approval and accreditation of elementary and
secondary schools; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

F. Establish standards for the certification of teachers; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

G. Adjust the subsidy to a school administrative unit when the expenditures for education in the
unit show evidence of manipulation to gain an unfair advantage or are adjudged excessive; [PL
1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

H. Act on articles of agreement for creation of an interstate school district; [PL 1981, c. 693,

§§5, 8 (NEW).]
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I. Develop and adopt a plan for the establishment of career and technical education centers and
regions and act upon applications to alter the delivery of career and technical education within
career and technical education regions and center areas; [RR 2003, c. 2, §32 (COR).]

J. Adopt or amend rules on standards for school construction; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
K. Approve projects for state construction aid; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

L. Approve the formation of community school districts; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
M. Approve isolated secondary schools; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

N. Obtain information regarding applications for granting degrees and make a recommendation to
the Legislature; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

O. Recommend funds to the Bureau of the Budget for equalization of educational opportunity;
[PL 1993, c. 290, §1 (AMD).]

P. [PL 1989, c. 698, §12 (RP); PL 1989, c. 698, §76 (AFF).]

Q. Serve as state agency for administering federal funds for construction of school facilities and
for career and technical education; [RR 2003, c. 2, §33 (COR).]

R. [PL 1985, c. 797, §11 (RP).]

S. Develop long-range education goals and standards for school performance and student
performance to improve learning results as established in section 6209 and recommend to the
commissioner and to the Legislature a plan for achieving those goals and standards; [PL 2001, c.
454, §6 (AMD).]

T. Establish and maintain a 5-year plan for education that includes goals and policies for the
education of children who are 4 years of age in public preschool programs and children in
kindergarten and grades one to 12 and that promotes services for public preschool children. The
plan must incorporate and build upon the work of the Task Force on Learning Results established
in Public Law 1993, chapter 290 and the federal GOALS 2000: Educate America Act; [PL 2013,
c. 581, §1 (AMD).]

U. Review the organization of school administrative units statewide to identify current cooperative
agreements between school administrative units. Cooperative agreements may include, but are not
limited to: purchasing or contract agreements; administrative functions; shared staff and staff
training; and technology initiatives. Based on the review, and in consultation with the department,
the state board may recommend that school administrative units develop and carry out a plan for a
cooperative agreement with one or more other school administrative units. "Cooperative
agreement" may include agreements between school administrative units and career and technical
education regions and career and technical education centers; [PL 2015, c. 72, §1 (AMD).]

V. Study school administrative unit configuration statewide; and [PL 2015, c. 72, §2 (AMD).]

W. Enter into an interstate reciprocity agreement regarding postsecondary distance education,
administer the agreement and approve or disapprove an application to participate in the agreement
from a postsecondary institution that has its principal campus in the State. [PL 2015, c. 72, §3
(NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 72, §§1-3 (AMD).]

4. Review of department decisions.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §51 (RP).]

5. Overseeing school administrative districts.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §52 (RP).]
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6. Recommendations to Legislature. The state board shall recommend to the Legislature any
new legislation or amendments to existing legislation for the efficient conduct of the public schools and
for achieving the education and performance goals and standards and the plan for the public schools

developed in accordance with subsection 3, paragraph S.
[PL 1993, c. 290, §4 (AMD).]

7. Federal career and technical education aid. The state board shall administer any federal
funds received for the benefit of career and technical education programs in the State. As the designated
state agency authorized to administer federal funds, the board shall develop a state plan, approve the
State's application for career and technical education funds and disburse federal money as authorized
and required by applicable federal law.

[PL 1993, c. 349, §44 (AMD); PL 2003, c. 545, §4 (REV).]

8. Maine Merchant Marine Day.
[PL 2019, c. 398, §8 (RP).]

9. Contract for services. The state board may contract for any necessary consultative services or
support staff.
[PL 1987, c. 851, §7 (NEW).]

10. Comprehensive school budget approval procedure. The state board shall develop a model
comprehensive school budget approval procedure and, working in conjunction with the department,
strongly encourage school administrative units to adopt and implement the model as local school board
policy. The model procedure must be designed to provide early and continuous collaboration between
school officials and municipal officials and to encourage frequent opportunity for public comment in

the development of each unit's annual budget.
[PL 1999, c. 710, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §7 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 497, §3 (AMD). PL
1985, c. 785, §B79 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 797, §§10-12 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 140, §2 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 395, §§A50-A52 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 851, §7 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 698, §§11,12 (AMD).
PL 1993, c. 290, §§1-4 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 349, §44 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 395, §§J2-4 (AMD).
PL 1999, c. 710, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 454, §6 (AMD). RR 2003, c. 2, §§32,33 (COR). PL
2003, c. 545, §§4,5 (REV). PL 2005, c. 611, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 581, §1 (AMD). PL
2015, c. 72, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 398, §8 (AMD).

§406. Rules

The state board may adopt rules to carry out its responsibilities under this Title. [PL 1981, c. 693,
8§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

CHAPTER 7
COMPACT FOR EDUCATION
(REPEALED)
SUBCHAPTER 1

COMPACT
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(REPEALED)

§601. Purpose and policy - Article I

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). RR 2009, c. 2, §42 (COR). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§602. State defined - Article II

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§603. Commission - Article 111

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 812, §103 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 503, §B73 (AMD).
PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).

§604. Powers - Article IV

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§605. Cooperation with Federal Government - Article V
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§606. Committees - Article VI

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§607. Finance - Article VII

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§608. Eligible parties; entry into and withdrawal - Article VIII
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §8 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§609. Construction and severability - Article IX
(REPEALED)
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).

SUBCHAPTER 2
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(REPEALED)

§651. Maine Education Council
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 812, §104 (AMD). PL 1989, ¢. 503, §B74 (AMD).
PL 1993, c. 252, §C3 (RP).

§652. Members of Legislature, selection and tenure

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §9 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).
§653. Bylaws filed

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 344, §20 (RP).

CHAPTER 9
PUBLIC BROADCASTING
SUBCHAPTER 1
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MAINE PUBLIC BROADCASTING
(REPEALED)

§801. Committee; expenses
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 812, §105 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 779, §42 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 735, §11 (RP).

§802. Organization; quorum
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
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PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 735, §11 (RP).

§803. Powers and duties

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 779, §43 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 735, §11 (RP).

SUBCHAPTER 2
GIFTS, CONSTRUCTION AND PROGRAMMING

§851. Gifts

The Governor may accept a gift of money, real or personal property, from any source, and grants-
in-aid from the Federal Government to assist in carrying out the purposes of this chapter. [PL 1981,
c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§852. Construction of statewide network

1. Authority. The University of Maine System may acquire real estate, construct, operate, manage
and equip radio, transmission and microwave television facilities and interconnect with any other radio
or television network or station within or without this State for the purpose of providing a statewide
public broadcasting network for the transmission of public broadcasting to pupils in the schools,
colleges, university and adult audiences throughout the State.

[PL 1985, c. 779, §44 (AMD)]

2. Contracts. The University of Maine System may enter into contracts for the construction of
those facilities, contracts for personal services necessary for the management and operation of those
facilities and any other contracts deemed necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

[PL 1985, c. 779, §44 (AMD).]

3. Transfer of assets and liabilities. The University of Maine System may transfer any assets
and liabilities acquired pursuant to this section in order to unify operation in a nonprofit, nonstock
private corporation, referred to in this section as "the corporation." The University of Maine System
retains a reversionary interest in the university's assets as provided for in the articles of incorporation
of that corporation. An annual appropriation for operating, constructing, equipping, maintaining,
improving and replacing facilities of the corporation must be made in amounts sufficient to ensure
delivery of broadcast sources throughout the State.

[PL 2009, c. 62, §1 (AMD).]

4. Condition of funding. As a condition of receiving an appropriation or allocation of state funds
to broadcast throughout the State, the corporation shall continue to operate, equip and maintain facilities
used to provide signals identified under paragraphs A and B that were in operation on February 1, 2009
or an equivalent network providing equivalent or expanded broadcast coverage throughout the State:

A. A television broadcast signal originating from stations whose community of license is Presque
Isle, Calais, Orono, Augusta and Biddeford; and [PL 2009, c. 62, §2 (NEW).]

B. A radio broadcast signal originating from stations whose community of license is Fort Kent,
Presque Isle, Calais, Bangor, Waterville, Camden and Portland. [PL 2009, c. 62, §2 (NEW).]
[PL 2009, c. 62, §2 (NEW).]
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5. Failure to meet funding conditions. If the corporation fails to meet the requirements of
subsection 4 during any state fiscal year in which an appropriation or allocation has been made, the
corporation shall return the full amount of that appropriation or allocation to the Treasurer of State

within 15 business days of the beginning of the next state fiscal year.
[PL 2009, c. 62, §3 (NEW).]

6. Exceptions. The corporation does not fail to meet the requirements of subsection 4 if:

A. One or more of the broadcast signals described in subsection 4, paragraphs A and B is off the
air for a period of time due to a reason outside of the control of the corporation; or [PL 2009, c.
62, §4 (NEW).]

B. All of the television broadcast signals or all of the radio broadcast signals are off the air for an
equal period of time for any reason. [PL 2009, c. 62, §4 (NEW).]
[PL 2009, c. 62, §4 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 779, §44 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 848, §2 (AMD). PL
2009, c. 62, §§1-4 (AMD).

§853. Commissioner's programs

1. Programs. The commissioner may produce or contract for educational television programs.

[PL 1989, c. 702, Pt. E, §9 (NEW).]

2. Fees. The commissioner may charge a fee from users of the instructional programs offered by
an interactive television system.

[PL 1989, c. 702, Pt. E, §9 (NEW).]

3. Dedicated fund. The commissioner may expend all fee payments from a special revenue
account to support equipment, development, instructional and production costs incurred by the
department in providing interactive television system programs.

[PL 1989, c. 702, Pt. E, §9 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 702, §E9 (RPR).

CHAPTER 11
SCHOOL VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
(REPEALED)

§901. Creation of program

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 528, §1 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 470, §1 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 322, §4 (RP).
§902. Department staff to carry out program

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 528, §1 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 470, §2 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 506, §6 (RP).
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§903. Space; assistance

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 528, §1 (NEW). PL 2013, c. 506, §6 (RP).

CHAPTER 13
THE STUDENT INFORMATION PRIVACY ACT

§951. Short title

This chapter may be known and cited as "the Student Information Privacy Act." [PL 2015, c. 256,
§1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).
§952. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

1. Aggregate student data. "Aggregate student data" means data that is not personally identifiable
and that is collected or reported at the group, cohort or institutional level.

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

2. Eligible student. "Eligible student” means a student who has reached 18 years of age or who
is attending a postsecondary educational institution.

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

3. Kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes. "Kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes" means
purposes that take place at the direction of a school administrative unit, a school that provides
instruction to any grades from kindergarten to grade 12 or a teacher at such a school or purposes that
aid in the administration of school activities, including, but not limited to, instruction in the classroom
or at home, administrative activities, preparation for postsecondary education or employment
opportunities and collaboration between students, school personnel or parents, or that are for the use
and benefit of the school.

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

4. Operator. "Operator" means any entity other than the department, school administrative unit
or school to the extent that the entity:

A. Operates an Internet website, online service, online application or mobile application with actual
knowledge that the website, service or application is used for kindergarten to grade 12 school
purposes and was designed and marketed for kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes to the extent
that the operator is operating in that capacity; and [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

B. Collects, maintains or uses student personally identifiable information in a digital or electronic
format. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

5. State-assigned student identifier. "State-assigned student identifier" means the unique student
identifier assigned by the State to each student, which may not be and may not include the student's
social security number in whole or in part.

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
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6. Student data. "Student data" means information that is collected and maintained at the
individual student level in this State, including, but not limited to:

A. Data descriptive of a student in any medium or format, including, but not limited to:
(1) The student's first and last names;
(2) The names of the student's parent and other family members;

(3) The physical address, e-mail address, phone number and any other information that allows
contact with the student or the student's family;

(4) A student's personal identifier, such as the state-assigned student identifier, when used for
identification purposes;

(5) Other indirect identifiers, such as the student's date of birth, place of birth and mother's
maiden name;

(6) Results of assessments administered by the State, school administrative unit, school or
teacher, including participation information;

(7) Course transcript information, including, but not limited to, courses taken and completed,
course grades and grade point average, credits earned and degree, diploma, credential
attainment or other school exit information;

(8) Attendance and mobility information between and within school administrative units
within the State;

(9) The student's gender, race and ethnicity;

(10) Educational program participation information required by state or federal law;
(11) The student's disability status;

(12) The student's socioeconomic information;

(13) The student's food purchases; and

(14) The student's e-mails, text messages, documents, search activity, photos, voice recordings
and geolocation information; and [PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §27 (AMD).]

B. Information that:

(1) Is created by a student or the student's parent or provided to an employee or agent of the
school, school administrative unit, the department or an operator in the course of the student's
or parent's use of the operator's website, service or application for kindergarten to grade 12
school purposes;

(2) Is created or provided by an employee or agent of the school or school administrative unit,
including information provided to an operator in the course of the employee's or agent's use of
the operator's website, service or application for kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes; or

(3) Is gathered by an operator through the operation of an operator's website, service or
application for kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §27 (AMD).]

7. Student personally identifiable information. "Student personally identifiable information"
means student data that, alone or in combination, is linked to a specific student and would allow a
reasonable person who does not have knowledge of the relevant circumstances to identify the student.
[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

8. Targeted advertising. "Targeted advertising" means advertisements presented to a student
when the advertisement is selected based on information obtained or inferred from that student's online
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behavior, usage of applications or student data. "Targeted advertising" includes advertising to a student
at an online location based upon a single search query without collection and retention of a student's
online activities over time. "Targeted advertising" includes contextual targeted advertising that is based
upon factors, including, but not limited to, the central theme of an Internet website, the student's recent
browsing history, the student's language and the student's location. "Targeted advertising" does not
include advertising to a student at an online location based upon that student's current visit to that
location.

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §27 (AMD).
§953. Restrictions on operator's use of student data

1. Prohibitions. An operator may not knowingly engage in any of the following activities with
respect to the operator's website, service or application without explicit written or electronic consent
from a student's parent or an eligible student:

A. Use student data to engage in targeted advertising on the operator's website, service or
application or targeted advertising on any other website, service or application when the targeting
of the advertising is based upon any student data and state-assigned student identifiers or other
persistent unique identifiers that the operator has acquired because of the use of the operator's
website, service or application; [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

B. Use student data, including state-assigned student identifiers or other persistent unique
identifiers, created or gathered by the operator to amass a profile of a student except for
kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes. For purposes of this paragraph, "amass a profile" does
not include collection and retention of account information that remains under the control of a
student, parent or school administrative unit; [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

C. Sell student data. This prohibition does not apply to the purchase, merger or other type of
acquisition of an operator by another entity as long as the operator or successor entity continues to
be subject to the provisions of this section with respect to previously acquired student data subject
to this chapter. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

D. Except as provided in subsection 3, disclose student personally identifiable information, unless
the disclosure is made:

(1) To advance the kindergarten to grade 12 school purposes of the website, service or
application, as long as the recipient of the student data disclosed:

(a) May not further disclose the student data except to allow or improve operability and
functionality of the website, service or application within that student's classroom or
school; and

(b) Is legally required to comply with the requirements of this chapter;
(2) To ensure legal or regulatory compliance or protect against liability;
(3) To respond to or participate in judicial process;
(4) To protect the security or integrity of the operator's website, service or application;
(5) To protect the safety of users or others; or
(6) To a service provider, as long as the operator contractually:

(a) Prohibits the service provider from using any student data for any purpose other than
providing the contracted service to, or on behalf of, the operator;
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(b) Requires the service provider to impose the restrictions of this subsection on its own
service providers; and

(¢) Requires the service provider to implement and maintain reasonable security
procedures and practices as provided in subsection 2. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

2. Security procedures and practices. An operator shall:

A. Implement and maintain reasonable security procedures and practices appropriate to the nature
of the student data to protect that data from unauthorized access, destruction, use, modification and
disclosure; and [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

B. Delete student data within 45 days of a school's or school administrative unit's request. [PL
2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

3. Permitted disclosures. The following provisions apply to disclosure of student data by an
operator.

A. Notwithstanding subsection 1, paragraph D, and in accordance with subsection 1, paragraphs
A, B and C, an operator may disclose student data under the following circumstances:

(1) If another provision of federal or state law requires the operator to disclose the student data
and the operator complies with applicable requirements of federal and state law in protecting
and disclosing that information;

(2) For legitimate research purposes:

(a) Asrequired by state or federal law and subject to the restrictions under applicable state
and federal law; or

(b) As allowed by state or federal law and under the direction of a school, a school
administrative unit or the department; or

(3) To a state agency, school administrative unit or school for kindergarten to grade 12
purposes, as permitted by state or federal law. [PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §28 (AMD).]

B. Nothing in this section prohibits an operator from using student data, including student
personally identifiable information, as follows:

(1) For maintaining, delivering, developing, supporting, evaluating, improving or diagnosing
the operator's website, service or application;

(2) Within other websites, services or applications owned by the operator and intended for
school or student use, to evaluate and improve educational products or services intended for
school or student use;

(3) For adaptive learning or customized student learning purposes;

(4) For recommendation engines to recommend additional content or services for educational,
other learning or job opportunities to students within the operator's website, service or
application without the response being determined in whole or in part by payment or other
consideration from a 3rd party; or

(5) To ensure legal or regulatory compliance or to retain student data for these purposes. [PL

2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

C. Nothing in this section prohibits an operator from using or sharing aggregate student data or
data from which personally identifying information has been removed as follows:
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(1) For the development and improvement of the operator's website, service or application or
other educational websites, services or applications; or

(2) To demonstrate or market the effectiveness of the operator's products or services. [PL
2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §28 (AMD)]

4. Construction. The following provisions govern the application and construction of this chapter.

A. This chapter may not be construed to limit the authority of a law enforcement agency to obtain
any content or student data from an operator as authorized by law or pursuant to an order of a court
of competent jurisdiction. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

B. This chapter does not apply to general audience Internet websites, general audience online
services, general audience online applications or general audience mobile applications even if login
credentials created for an operator's site, service or application may be used to access those general
audience sites, services or applications. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

C. This chapter may not be construed to restrict Internet service providers from providing Internet
connectivity to schools or students and their families. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

D. This chapter may not be construed to prohibit an operator from marketing educational products
directly to parents so long as the marketing does not result from the use of student data obtained
without parental consent by the operator through the provision of services covered under this
section. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

E. This chapter may not be construed to impose a duty upon a provider of an electronic store,
gateway, marketplace or other means of purchasing or downloading software or applications to
review or enforce compliance of this section on those applications or software. [PL 2015, c. 256,
§1 (NEW).]

F. This chapter may not be construed to impose a duty upon a provider of an interactive computer
service, as defined in 47 United States Code, Section 230, to review or enforce compliance with
this section by 3rd-party content providers. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

G. This chapter may not be construed to impede the ability of a student or a student's parent to
download, transfer or otherwise save or maintain student data or documents belonging to the
student. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

H. Nothing in this chapter prevents this State or a school administrative unit or employee of this
State or a school administrative unit from recommending, directly or via a product or service, any
educational materials, online content, services or other products to any student or the student's
family if this State or a school administrative unit determines that such products will benefit the
student and the State or school administrative unit does not receive compensation for developing,
enabling or communicating such recommendations. [PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

I. Nothing in this chapter authorizes the dissemination of information in violation of section 6001.
[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2015, c. 256, §1 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §28 (AMD).

PART 2

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION
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CHAPTER 101
GENERAL PROVISIONS
SUBCHAPTER 1
SCHOOL BOARDS

§1001. Duties of school boards
School boards shall perform the following duties. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. General duties. They shall have the duties prescribed to them in this Title.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1-A. Adoption of policies. They shall adopt policies that govern the school administrative units.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §4 (NEW).]

2. Management of school property. They are responsible for the management of the schools and
shall provide for their custody and care, including repairs and insurance on school buildings and all
school property in the school administrative units.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §5 (AMD).]

3. Selection of superintendent. They shall select a superintendent in accordance with section
1051 to carry out the duties specified in section 1055.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §5 (AMD).]

4. No prohibition on use for political activity. The use of school buildings may not be denied to
a person solely because use is requested for a political activity.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
5. Insurance premiums and employee benefits. They may:

A. Pay the premiums on life, health, dental, disability, accident, hospitalization, major medical and
such other types of insurance as may be provided to employees and their families from time to
time; [PL 1989, c. 425, §1 (NEW).]

B. Provide direct reimbursement of the costs incurred by employees and their family members
pursuant to a direct reimbursement plan for dental costs, including endodontic, periodontic and
orthodontic costs, except that reimbursement of orthodontic costs is limited to 60% of the plan
participant's costs.

(1) Prior to the commencement of operation of any such direct reimbursement plan or program,
the school board shall adopt guidelines that embody a funding mechanism adequate to the
financial needs of the plan or program and shall provide for the fixed costs of operations of the
plan for the first prospective fund year. A reasonable amount sufficient to satisfy immediate
claims costs must be held in a segregated account to be used solely for this purpose.

(2) The school board or other legal entity establishing a plan or program for the purpose of
direct reimbursement pursuant to this paragraph, whether or not a body corporate, may with
respect to the plan or program sue or be sued; make contracts; hold and dispose of real property;
borrow money, contract debts and pledge assets in the name of the plan; and perform such other
actions incidental to this subparagraph as necessary.

(3) The plan or program may be established as a separate legal or administrative entity.
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(4) The legal entity that establishes a plan or program that provides coverage for more than
one school administrative unit with respect to the benefits authorized in this paragraph shall
adopt a plan of management that, at a minimum, provides the following:

(a) The means of establishing and maintaining a governing authority of the program,
including the selection of a governing authority, which must be a board of directors or
trustees for the plan, a majority of whom must be from the participating school
administrative unit or units;

(b) That the governing authority has the responsibility with regard to fixing contributions
to the plan, maintaining reserves, levying and collecting assessments for deficiencies,
disposing of surplus and administering the plan in the event of its termination, liquidation
or insolvency;

(c) The identification of funds and reserves by the type of benefit provided and exposure
area;

(d) The basis upon which new members may be admitted to and existing members may
leave the plan;

(e) That any member of a group plan or pool established for more than one school
administrative unit shall prepay to the plan administrator an initial deposit equal to 25% of
the annual contribution before coverage is effective;

(f) Other provisions as necessary or desirable for the operation of the plan;

(g) A provision that if the assets set aside in any group plan for more than one school
administrative unit are at any time determined to be insufficient to enable the plan to
discharge its legal liabilities and other obligations and to maintain sound reserves for the
provision of the employee benefits provided by the plan, the governing authority shall
within 90 days satisfy the deficiency or levy a prorated assessment upon the participating
school administrative unit or units for the amount needed to satisfy the deficiency. The
agreement among school administrative units in the group plan must provide sanctions for
failure to comply with a mandatory assessment under this subparagraph;

(5) Prior to the operation of any group or pool plan for more than one school administrative
unit, the governing authority shall adopt underwriting guidelines that embody rate charges to
prospective members at a level adequate to its financial needs and shall provide for the fixed
costs of operations for the first prospective fund year. An amount sufficient to reasonably meet
immediate claims costs must be held in a segregated account to be used solely for this purpose.
Funds determined to be necessary to fund the program on an ongoing basis must also be held
in a segregated account;

(6) Each group plan or pool established for more than one school administrative unit shall file
with its members, by the last day of the 6th month following the end of the fiscal year, audited
financial statements certified by an independent certified public accountant. The financial
statement must include, but is not limited to:

(a) Appropriate reserves for known claims and expenses associated with those claims;
(b) Claims incurred but not reported and expenses associated with those claims;

(¢) Unearned contributions; and

(d) Reserve for bad debts.

The audited financial statement must include information concerning the adequacy of the plan.
This report must result from a charge by the directors to the plan's actuary and auditor and must
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address excess insurance, charges for coverage to members, service agents' costs and costs of
administration of the program.

Two additional copies of the audited financial statements must be filed with the Superintendent
of Insurance.

If a group plan or pool established for more than one school administrative unit fails to provide
for the audited financial statements required, the Superintendent of Insurance shall perform or
cause to be performed the audit. The group plan or pool shall reimburse the Superintendent of
Insurance for the cost of the audit; and

(7) Any reimbursement plan or program for the provision of the employee benefits established
and operated pursuant to this paragraph is not an insurance company, reciprocal insurer or
insurer under the laws of this State and the development, administration and provision of such
plans and programs does not constitute doing an insurance business; [PL 2011, c. 395, §1
(AMD).]

C. Pay premiums on liability insurance for employees and school officials; and [PL 1989, c. 425,
§1 (NEW).]

D. Provide such other employee benefits, directly or indirectly, to their employees as any school
board determines from time to time, upon such terms and conditions and in such manner as the
school board determines, subject to the requirements of all applicable laws. [PL 1989, c. 425, §1
(NEW).]

Nothing in this subsection or subsection 14 prohibits a school board from arranging for and offering a
choice of optional health or dental insurance plans to employees and their families that may vary in
benefits provided and costs.

[PL 2011, c. 395, §1 (AMD).]

5-A. Public self-funded pools. They may participate in a public self-funded pool created under
Title 30-A, chapter 117.
[PL 1989, c. 878, Pt. B, §17 (AMD).]

5-B. Workers' compensation self-insurance. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, they may participate in or cause their school administrative unit to participate in a self-
insurance program or plan for workers' compensation established under and operated in accordance
with the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992, Title 39-A, chapter 9.

[PL 1991, c. 885, Pt. E, §20 (AMD); PL 1991, c. 885, Pt. E, §47 (AFF).]

5-C. Coverage under group health insurance plan for spouse and dependents after death of
teacher. Ifthe spouse or other dependents of a teacher as defined in Title 5, section 17001, subsection
42 are covered by a policy of group health insurance provided by the school board and the teacher dies
while employed by the board, the board shall provide an opportunity for the spouse or dependent to
continue coverage under the group policy after the death of the teacher by making the premium payment
for the cost of that coverage. In the case of underage dependent children of the teacher, coverage must

be available at least until the dependent children reach 19 years of age.
[PL 2001, c. 471, Pt. D, §17 (AMD); PL 2001, c. 471, Pt. D, §18 (AFF).]

5-D. Group self-insured options. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, they may
arrange for a group self-insurance program to provide health or dental insurance for employees and
their families, including a group self-insurance program established through an interlocal agreement
with other school administrative units or municipalities established pursuant to Title 30-A, chapter 115.
The following restrictions apply to self-insured group health or dental programs.

A. For purposes of this subsection, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.
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(1) "Program" means a group self-insurance health or dental program.

(2) "Program provider" means a school administrative unit that has arranged for a program
under this subsection or collectively those school administrative units or municipalities that
have entered an interlocal agreement to arrange for a program under this subsection.

(3) "Qualified actuary" means an actuary who is a member of the American Academy of
Actuaries qualified as to health reserving methodologies. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

B. To the extent the program provider assumes the risk with respect to any program provided under
this subsection, the program provider shall maintain a reserve at least equal to the sum of:

(1) An amount estimated to be necessary to pay claims and administrative costs for the
assumed risk for 2 1/2 months; and

(2) The amount determined annually by a qualified actuary to be necessary to fund the unpaid
portion of ultimate expected losses, including incurred but not reported claims, and related
expenses incurred in the provision of benefits for eligible participants, less any credit, as
determined by a qualified actuary, for excess or stop-loss insurance.

If the program provider self-insures for more than one program, a reserve meeting the requirements
of this paragraph must be maintained for each program. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

C. The program provider may purchase excess or stop-loss insurance for any program, with
attachment levels and limits as recommended by a qualified actuary. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2
(NEW).]

D. Paragraph B does not apply to a program in the first 2 years after the program is changed from
a fully insured program to a fully or partially self-insured program. Before a program may begin
its first year of operation:

(1) The reserve fund must contain a reserve at least equal to the amount estimated to be
necessary to pay the claims and administrative costs with respect to the assumed risk for one
full month; and

(2) The rate structure of the program, as certified by a qualified actuary, must be designed to
enable the fund to attain the following reserve levels:

(a) By the end of the first year of the program, the reserve required by paragraph B,
subparagraph (2) and an amount estimated to be necessary to pay claims and administrative
costs for the assumed risk for 2 full months; and

(b) By the end of the 2nd year of the program, the reserve required by paragraph B,
subparagraph (2) and an amount estimated to be necessary to pay claims and administrative
costs for the assumed risk for 2 1/2 full months.

If the program provider purchases stop-loss or excess insurance with respect to the risk, the required
reserve is reduced by the credit specified in paragraph B. A self-insurance program may not
continue if the reserve fund with respect to that program does not contain the amounts set forth in
subparagraph (2) by the time limits established. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

E. The program provider may not enter into a contract with a 3rd-party administrator that has not
demonstrated compliance with all applicable state laws and that is not, at the time of entering into
the contract, administering a health plan or providing health care coverage for a total number of
lives equal to the number that would be covered by the program provider contract. [PL 2011, c.
395, §2 (NEW).]

F. Every applicant to provide service as a 3rd-party administrator for the program shall file a
fidelity bond in favor of the program provider executed by a surety company for the benefit of the
program provider or beneficiaries of the program and shall maintain the fidelity bond in force while
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representing the program. The bond must be continuous in form and in one of the following
amounts, up to $1,000,000:

(1) For an administrator that collects contributions and premiums for a program but does not
administer or pay claims, the greater of $50,000 and 5% of contributions and premiums
projected to be received or collected for the following plan year from the program provider or
from persons covered by the program;

(2) For an administrator that administers and pays claims but does not collect premiums and
contributions, the greater of $50,000 and 5% of the claims and claim expenses projected to be
held for the following year to pay claims and claim expenses for persons covered by the
program; or

(3) For an administrator that collects premiums and contributions and administers and pays
claims, the greater of the amounts determined under subparagraphs (1) and (2).

This paragraph applies only if no other applicable state law requires bonding of 3rd-party
administrators. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

G. Any contract entered into by the program provider must provide for coverage that meets the
same level of benefits as those that would be required by state law if the coverage were provided
by a health insurance plan governed by Title 24 or Title 24-A. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

H. If a group self-insurance program is established through an interlocal agreement with other

school administrative units or municipalities established pursuant to Title 30-A, chapter 115, the

group self-insurance program must be approved by the Superintendent of Insurance as a multiple-

employer welfare arrangement pursuant to Title 24-A, chapter 81. [PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]
[PL 2011, c. 395, §2 (NEW).]

6. Courses of study. They shall adopt the courses of study in alignment with the system of learning
results as established in section 6209 and in accordance with the requirements of this Title.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §6 (AMD).]

7. Tuition payment for attendance by those resident on territory ceded to United States. They
shall prescribe the tuition for attendance of persons of the required age, resident in territory the
jurisdiction of which has been ceded to the United States, included in or surrounded by the
administrative unit.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW)]

8. Operate public preschool programs, kindergarten and grades one to 12. They shall either
operate programs in kindergarten and grades one to 12 or otherwise provide for students to participate
in those grades as authorized elsewhere in this Title. To the extent the State provides adequate start-up
funding, they may operate public preschool programs or provide for students to participate in such
programs in accordance with the requirements of this Title. They shall determine which students attend
each school, classify them and transfer them from school to school where more than one school is
maintained at the same time. If a school administrative unit neither maintains a school nor contracts
for school privileges pursuant to chapter 115 and a student who resides in the school administrative
unit is unable to enroll in another school administrative unit, the school board shall direct the
superintendent of the school administrative unit where the student resides to make a written request to
the commissioner to designate a place of enrollment for the student, pursuant to section 254, subsection
19.

[PL 2015, c. 448, §2 (AMD).]

8-A. Due process standards for expulsion proceedings. Following a proper investigation of a
student's behavior and in accordance with the districtwide disciplinary policies adopted by the school
board pursuant to subsection 15-A, a school board that intends to consider expulsion shall ensure
proceedings include the following due process provisions.
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A. Before a hearing on the expulsion, the superintendent shall:
(1) Provide written notice to the parents and the student of:
(a) The date, time and location of the hearing;
(b) A description of the incident or incidents that occasioned the expulsion hearing;
(c) The student's and parents' right to review the school records prior to the hearing;
(d) A description of the hearing process;
(e) An explanation of the consequences of an expulsion; and

(f) A list of available free and low-cost legal services, which must be created and updated
annually by the department; and

(2) Invite the parents and student to a meeting prior to the expulsion hearing to discuss the
procedures of the hearing. [PL 2021, c. 295, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

B. At a hearing on the expulsion:
(1) The student has the right to present and cross-examine witnesses;
(2) The student has the right to an attorney or other representation; and

(3) Witnesses must be sworn in and the chair of the hearing has the authority to swear in
witnesses. [PL 2011, c. 614, §3 (NEW).]

C. After a hearing on the expulsion, the school board shall provide written notice of its decision to
the parents and the student by certified mail. The notice of the school board's written decision may
include a reentry plan developed in accordance with subsection 9-C. [PL 2011, c. 614, §3
(NEW).]

[PL 2021, c. 295, §§1, 2 (AMD); PL 2021, c. 320, §1 (AMD).]

9. Students expelled or suspended. Following a proper investigation of a student's behavior and

due process proceedings pursuant to subsection 8-A, if found necessary for the peace and usefulness of
the school, a school board shall expel any student, except a student who is enrolled in grade 5 or below:

A. Who is deliberately disobedient or deliberately disorderly; [PL 1993, c. 157, §1 (NEW).]
B. For infractions of violence; [PL 1993, c. 157, §1 (NEW).]

C. Who possesses on school property a firearm as defined in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 12-A
or a dangerous weapon as defined in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 9 without permission of a
school official; [PL 1997, c. 298, §1 (AMD).]

D. Who, with use of any other dangerous weapon as defined in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection
9, paragraph A, intentionally or knowingly causes injury or accompanies use of a weapon with a
threat to cause injury; or [PL 1993, c. 157, §1 (NEW).]

E. Who possesses, furnishes or trafficks in any scheduled drug as defined in Title 17-A, chapter
45. [PL 1993, c. 157, §1 (NEW).]

A student may be readmitted on satisfactory evidence that the behavior that was the cause of the student
being expelled will not likely recur. The school board may authorize the principal to suspend students
up to a maximum of 10 days for infractions of school rules, except that the school board may not
authorize the principal to issue an out-of-school suspension to a student who is enrolled in grade 5 or
below except as provided under subsection 9-A or unless the principal determines that there is an
imminent danger of serious physical injury to the student or others and less restrictive interventions
would be ineffective. An out-of-school suspension for a student who is enrolled in grade 5 or below
may not exceed 3 days. The school board may authorize the superintendent or principal to modify, in
writing, the requirement for expulsion of a student on a case-by-case basis. In addition to other powers
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and duties under this subsection, the school board may develop a policy requiring a student who is in
violation of school substance use or possession rules to participate in substance use disorder services
as provided in section 6606. Nothing in this subsection or subsection 9-C prevents a school board from
providing educational services in an alternative setting to a student who has been expelled.

[PL 2021, c. 295, §3 (AMD); PL 2021, c. 320, §2 (AMD).]

9-A. Students expelled or suspended under the requirements of the federal Gun-Free Schools
Act. The school boards shall adopt a policy for expelling a student who is determined to have brought
a firearm, as defined in 18 United States Code, Section 921, to school or to have possessed a firearm at
school and for referring the matter to the appropriate local law enforcement agency.

A. A student who is determined to have brought a firearm to school or to have possessed a firearm
at school under this subsection must be expelled from school for a period of not less than one year,
except that the school board may authorize the superintendent to modify in writing the requirement
for expulsion of a student on a case-by-case basis. A decision to change the placement of a student
with a disability must be made in accordance with the federal Individuals With Disabilities
Education Act, 20 United States Code, Section 1400 et seq. [PL 2021, c. 320, §3 (AMD).]

B. Nothing in this subsection prevents a school board from:

(1) Offering instructional activities related to firearms or from allowing a firearm to be brought
to school for instructional activities sanctioned by the school board and for which the school
board has adopted appropriate safeguards to ensure student safety; or

(2) Providing educational services in an alternative setting to a student who has been expelled.
[PL 2009, c. 614, §1 (AMD).]

C. In accordance with the proper investigation and due process provisions required in subsection
9, a principal may suspend immediately for good cause a student who is determined to have brought
a firearm to school or to have possessed a firearm at school under this subsection. [PL 2009, c.
614, §1 (AMD).]

[PL 2021, c. 320, §3 (AMD).]

9-B. Disciplinary sanctions for children with disabilities. They retain the authority to sanction
a child with a disability as defined in section 7001, subsection 1-A for misconduct that violates school
rules. Notwithstanding the duties of school administrative units as described in section 7202, the school
board may authorize the superintendent, principal or assistant principal to enforce this subsection by
allowing the superintendent, principal or assistant principal to suspend a child with a disability up to a
maximum of 10 days individually or cumulatively for infractions of school rules. When a child with a
disability is suspended for 10 days or less individually or cumulatively within a school year for a
violation of school rules, the school board is not required to provide a tutor, transportation or any other
aspect of the student's special education program. Discipline of children with disabilities must be
consistent with the requirements of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 United
States Code, Section 1415(k).
[PL 2005, c. 662, Pt. A, §6 (AMD).]

9-C. Reentry for students after expulsion. Upon making a decision to expel a student in
accordance with procedures set forth in subsections 8-A and 9, a school board may exercise one of the
following options in expelling a student:

A. The school board may expel the student for a specific period of time not to exceed the total
number of instructional days approved by the school board for the current school year; or [PL
2011, c. 614, §5 (NEW).]

B. The school board may expel the student for an unspecified period of time and authorize the
superintendent to provide the expelled student with a reentry plan that specifies the conditions that
must be met in order for the student to be readmitted to school after the expulsion. Ifa school board

1022023 Title 20-A. EDUCATION | 53



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

authorizes the superintendent to provide the expelled student with a reentry plan, the school board
shall ensure that the student who has been expelled is provided with a reentry plan in accordance
with this paragraph.

(1) The reentry plan must be developed by the superintendent or the superintendent's designee
in consultation with the student and the student's parents to provide guidance that helps the
student understand what the student must do to establish satisfactory evidence that the behavior
that resulted in the expulsion will not likely recur.

(2) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee shall send a certified letter, return
receipt requested, or hand deliver a letter to the parents of the expelled student giving notice of
the date, time and location of a meeting to develop a reentry plan for the student.

(3) If the student and the student's parents do not attend the meeting under subparagraph (2),
the reentry plan must be developed by school staff.

(4) The reentry plan must be provided to the parents and the student in writing.

(5) The superintendent shall designate a school employee to review the student's progress with
the reentry plan at intervals of one month, 3 months and 6 months after the meeting and at other
times as determined necessary by the designated school employee.

(6) The reentry plan may require the student to take reasonable measures determined by the
superintendent to be helpful to establish the student's readiness to return to school. Professional
services determined to be necessary by the superintendent must be provided at the expense of
the student and the student's parents.

(7) The superintendent may, as appropriate, notify an individualized education program team
for a child with a disability who has been expelled by a school board.

(8) The superintendent shall annually report data on the number of students who are expelled
from school and the number of students who are readmitted to school after expulsion to the
commissioner's consultant on truancy, dropouts and alternative education under section 5151.

[PL 2011, c. 614, §5 (NEW)]

[PL 2011, c. 614, §5 (NEW),]

9-D. Professional services after expulsion for a child with a disability. Nothing in subsection

9-C may be interpreted to require payment from the parents of an expelled student for professional
services determined by the superintendent to be necessary to establish the student's readiness to return
to school if:

A. The student is a child with a disability who has been determined to be eligible for a free,
appropriate public education in accordance with 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 300.530,
Paragraph (d); or [PL 2011, c. 614, §6 (NEW).]

B. The school administrative unit did not have knowledge that the student was a child with a
disability prior to taking disciplinary measures against the student and, based on a subsequent
evaluation, the student is determined to be a child with a disability who is eligible for a free,
appropriate public education in accordance with 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 300.534,
Paragraph (d). [PL 2011, c. 614, §6 (NEW).]

[PL 2011, c. 614, §6 (NEW),]

10. Physiology and hygiene.

[PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. C, §§2, 7 (RP).]

10-A. Educational materials. They shall adopt a policy governing the selection of educational

materials and may approve educational materials.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §7 (AMD)]
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11. Persons not immunized excluded.
[PL 1983, c. 862, §52 (RP).]

11-A. Exposure to communicable disease. They shall adopt a policy for enforcement by the
superintendent to safeguard the health of any student or employee who has contracted or been exposed
to a communicable disease, in accordance with sections 6301, 6351-A and 6551, and Title 22, chapter
251.

[PL 1983, c. 661, §2 (NEW).]

12. Salaries of persons absent. They may adjust the salaries of teachers, principals and other
persons legally employed by them who are compelled to be absent from their school duties. No
reduction in pay may be made if absence is caused by the bona fide observance of designated holidays
in the church of their faith. This subsection and section 13604 shall apply only in cases of persons who
are employed on yearly contracts or on tenure of service and who hold the legal qualifications necessary
for the positions.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

13. Nondiscriminatory hiring. They shall develop a nondiscriminatory hiring practice for
positions requiring administrator certification. That hiring practice must include:

A. Creation or reassessment of job descriptions; [PL 1989, c. 889, §6 (NEW).]
B. Clearly stated criteria for positions; and [PL 1989, c. 889, §6 (NEW).]

C. An interview format that includes questions based on job descriptions and stated criteria. [PL
1989, c. 889, §6 (NEW).]
[PL 1989, c. 889, §6 (NEW).]

14. Insurance purchase by competitive bidding. Except as otherwise provided by waiver, a
school board shall oversee the purchasing of insurance by competitive bidding. On each insurance
policy, a competitive bid must be sought at least once every 5 years. To take advantage of commercial
package policies in the marketplace, a school board shall group qualifying lines of insurance into a
single competitive bid process. Each policy secured by competitive bidding must be issued with a 3-
year policy term or, if this is not possible, a commitment for 3 one-year policy terms must be secured
with an option for 2 additional one-year policy terms, subject to annual review and adjustment.

A. The requirement of competitive bidding may be waived by a school board when:

(1) In the opinion of the school board, an emergency exists that requires the immediate
procurement of insurance. The emergency may include the premature cancellation of an
existing policy or acquisition of a risk that can not be added to an existing policy, including the
signing of a lease. However, at the next renewal of the policy, procurement of insurance is
subject to competitive bidding;

(2) After reasonable investigation by the school board, it appears that the required insurance
is procurable from only one source;

(3) It appears to be in the best interest of the school board to negotiate for the procurement of
an excess insurance line;

(4) The line of insurance is workers' compensation or an employee benefit such as life,
disability or health insurance in accordance with subsection 5; or

(5) The school board is in a municipal school unit and school insurance and municipal
insurance are purchased as a package through competitive bidding by the municipal
government. [PL 1993, c. 423, §1 (NEW).]

B. A registry of bidders must be maintained by the school board. Invitations to bid or proposals
must be sent to a registry of bidders on file with the school board. Insurance agents or brokers
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licensed by the Bureau of Insurance and risk pools authorized under Title 24-A or Title 30-A,
chapter 117 desiring to have their names entered on a registry of bidders shall submit to the school
board in writing a request for such action. The name of a bidder entered in a registry who fails to
submit a bid on 3 consecutive proposals or invitations to bid may be removed from the registry at
the discretion of the school board. [PL 1993, c. 423, §1 (NEW).]

C. "Competitive bidding" means the following multistep process.

(1) Atleast4 months before the expiration date of the policy for which bids are being solicited,
a prequalification questionnaire, referred to in this paragraph as the "questionnaire,” must be
developed by the school board for the purpose of prequalifying bidders. The questionnaire
must contain at a minimum:

(a) Questions on the bidder's insurance knowledge, educational background, licensing,
errors and omissions insurance, experience with public entities, experience with school
systems and number of years in business. The questionnaire must state that qualified
bidders must be insurance agents or brokers licensed by the Bureau of Insurance or duly
authorized risk pools under Title 24-A or Title 30-A, chapter 117;

(b) The evaluation criteria and relative scoring weights to be applied in the prequalification
evaluation process;

(c) A statement that bidders are subject to prescreening and may not approach an insurer
or reinsurer until given permission by the school board to do so since markets are allocated
by the school board. The questionnaire must state that failure to comply with this
restriction automatically disqualifies the bidder. The questionnaire must state that the
school board reserves the option to require a personal interview at any time in the process;
and

(d) The address and contact person to which the questionnaire must be submitted and the
opening date and time, which may not be less than 3 1/2 months from the expiration date
of the policy or policies being sought. The questionnaire must state that: all proposals are
publicly opened at the date, time and place noted; a questionnaire received after the date
and time specified is rejected, but retained and not evaluated or considered further; and
proposals are not available for inspection until after the bid is awarded. The questionnaire
must state that the school board reserves the right to reject a questionnaire and does not
accept responsibility for costs incurred by a bidder in the preparation of a questionnaire.
The questionnaire must state that bidders are notified of the outcome in writing no later
than 10 days after the closing date.

(2) In the same time frame, the school board shall approve a request for proposal, referred to
in this paragraph as the "proposal." The proposal must contain at a minimum:

(a) The line or lines of insurance for which bids are being solicited and a clear definition
of minimum coverage required, minimum limits required, deductibles, policy forms and
endorsements required and policy term required. If coverage identical to the expiring
coverage is being sought, a copy of the expiring policy or policies and all endorsements
may be enclosed to meet this requirement;

(b) Basic underwriting information, such as named insured, mailing address, nature of risk,
actual locations, schedules of buildings, business personal property, vehicles or any other
property for which insurance is being sought, if applicable;

(c) Atleast a 3-year and preferably a 5-year company-generated loss run;

(d) A clear definition of the services, if any, required of both the bidder and the insurer;
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(¢) The minimum A.M. Best rating and financial size category acceptable to the school
board;

(f) The evaluation criteria and relative scoring weights to be applied to the proposal. Cost
of the insurance coverage must be included in the evaluation criteria and must be given a
minimum of 50% of the total weight of all criteria;

(g) The address and contact person to which a bid must be submitted and the bid opening
date and time. The proposal must state that: all proposals are publicly opened at the date,
time and place noted; bids received after the date and time specified are rejected, but
retained and not evaluated or considered further; and proposals are not available for
inspection until after the bid is awarded. The proposal must state that the school board
reserves the right to reject a bid and does not accept responsibility for costs incurred by a
bidder in the preparation of a proposal. The proposal must state that all bidders are notified
of the outcome in writing no later than 20 days after the bid closing date;

(h) The name, address and optionally a facsimile number of a school board contact person
to whom written questions may be addressed. The proposal must state that the school
board will reply to questions submitted in writing before a specified deadline with copies
of the questions and answers to be provided in writing to all bidders; and

(1) A statement that the successful bidder must present an insurance binder to the school
board within 5 days of the award and no later than the expiration date of the existing policy.
Failure to do so disqualifies the award and the award is then made to the next highest-rated
bidder who was in compliance with the proposal. The proposal must state that all decisions
regarding the award are final.

(3) Each bidder on the registry of bidders must be provided with a questionnaire and proposal
4 months before the expiration of the policy or policies being sought. Each bidder must
complete and return the questionnaire before the stated date and time as specified in the
questionnaire. In addition, a bidder must state in the order of preference the insurers they prefer
to solicit on the school board's behalf. The school board shall then have 3 persons
independently review a questionnaire on the basis of the established criteria. The reviewers
shall document the scoring and select all qualified bidders, but no more than the 5 highest-
rated, to participate further in the process.

(4) The school board shall allocate to each selected bidder at least one insurer from which to
solicit a bid. This market allocation must be made on the basis of awarding the bidder's first
choice to the bidder. If there is a conflict, an incumbent broker is given preference over the
school board's incumbent insurer. Allocation is then made on the basis of highest-qualifying
score. Once market allocation is complete, a new bid closing date must be set for 30 days
before the policy expiration date for submission of insurer bids.

(5) The school board shall have 3 persons independently review each submitted bid on the
basis of the established criteria. The reviewers shall document the scoring and substantive
information that supports the scoring and make the award decision. Interviews may be
considered within the review. Award must be made to the highest-rated proposal that conforms
to the proposal. Tie scores must be resolved on the basis of factors considered by the school
board to serve the best interests of the school system. Minor negotiations not affecting the bid
price more than 5% after notice of award are allowed and, if agreement can not be reached, the
proposal may be rejected and the award made to the next highest-rated bidder who is in
compliance with the proposal. Written records must be kept by each person reviewing or
ranking proposals. The award of the bid must then be announced publicly. All bidders must
be notified in writing no later than 5 days after the award is made. The successful bidder shall
submit, in accordance with the proposal, a written binder of insurance within 5 days of the
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award and no later than the expiration date of the expiring policy. All decisions regarding
awards are final. [PL 2001, c. 588, §9 (AMD).]

D. In order to facilitate the competitive bidding process in procuring health insurance for a school
administrative unit’s employees under this subsection, the administrator for an individual school
plan or for a group plan for a multiple-school group shall seek and obtain competitive bids through
a request for proposal process from qualified insurers at least once every 5 years commencing July
1,2012. The administrator for any such group plan shall make the request for proposal responses
available to requesting school administrative units, excluding any portions of the request for
proposal responses considered to be confidential proprietary information by the submitting
insurers. If any such individual school plan or group plan is subsequently self-insured, in whole or
in part, the school board shall compare the overall cost of such a self-insured plan, including
projected claims, all administrative expenses and reinsurance expenses, to the cost of insured
products at least once every 5 years commencing July 1, 2012. [PL 2011, c. 249, §1 (NEW).]

REVISOR'S NOTE: (Paragraph D as enacted by PL 2011, c. 395, §3 is REALLOCATED TO
TITLE 20-A, SECTION 1001, SUBSECTION 14, PARAGRAPH E)

E. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 20-A, §1001, sub-§14, D) In order to facilitate the competitive
bidding process in procuring health insurance for a school administrative unit's employees under
this subsection, a school administrative unit may request from the insurer providing health
insurance coverage to its employees and retirees loss information concerning all of that school
administrative unit's employees and retirees and their dependents covered under the school
administrative unit's policy or contract pursuant to Title 24-A, section 2803-A. The school boards
of the alternative organizational structure's member school administrative units may authorize the
governing body of the alternative organizational structure to contract for a single health insurance
policy that is offered to all eligible employees and retirees of the alternative organizational structure
and its member school administrative units and their dependents in one or more employment
classifications. If an alternative organizational structure contracts for a single health insurance
policy that is offered to all eligible employees and retirees of the alternative organizational structure
and its member school administrative units and their dependents in one or more employment
classifications, the governing body of the alternative organizational structure shall provide notice
to the insurer of the alternative organizational structure's election to contract for a single health
insurance policy at least 6 months before the effective date of the policy. The alternative
organizational structure may not revoke a single health insurance policy under this paragraph for a
period of 5 years after the effective date of the policy and shall provide notice of revocation at least
6 months before the effective date of the revocation. [PL 2015, c. 420, §1 (AMD).]

[PL 2015, c. 420, §1 (AMD).]

15. Adoption of student code of conduct. With input from educators, administrators, parents,

students and community members, they shall adopt a districtwide student code of conduct consistent
with the statewide standards for student behavior developed under section 254, subsection 11. The
student code of conduct must:

A. Define unacceptable student behavior; [PL 1999, c. 351, §2 (NEW).]
B. Establish standards of student responsibility for behavior; [PL 1999, c. 351, §2 (NEW).]

C. Prescribe consequences for violation of the student code of conduct, including first-time
violations, when appropriate; [PL 1999, c. 351, §2 (NEW).]

D. Describe appropriate procedures for referring students in need of special services to those
services; [PL 1999, c. 351, §2 (NEW).]

E. Establish criteria to determine when further assessment of a current individual education plan
is necessary, based on removal of the student from class; [PL 1999, c. 351, §2 (NEW).]
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F. Establish policies and procedures concerning the removal of disruptive or violent students or
students threatening death or bodily harm to others from a classroom or a school bus, as well as
student disciplinary and placement decisions, when appropriate; [PL 2005, c. 307, §1 (AMD).]

G. Establish guidelines and criteria concerning the appropriate circumstances when the
superintendent or the superintendent's designee may provide information to the local police or other
appropriate law enforcement authorities regarding an offense that involves violence committed by
any person on school grounds or other school property; [PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (AMD).]

H. Establish policies and procedures to address bullying, harassment and sexual harassment as set
forth in section 6554; [PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (AMD).]

I. Provide that recess may not be withheld as a consequence of a violation of the student code of
conduct by any student enrolled in grade 5 or below, except that when there is no alternative time
available, recess time may be used for restorative interventions as defined in section 1001,
subsection 15-A, paragraph B related to the student's behavior; [PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (NEW).]

J. Establish that an out-of-school suspension or expulsion may not be issued to a student in grade
5 or below except as provided under subsection 9 or 9-A or unless the principal determines that
there is an imminent danger of serious physical injury to the student or others and less restrictive
interventions would be ineffective; and [PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (NEW).]

K. Establish that an out-of-school suspension for a student in grade 5 or below may not exceed 3
days. [PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (NEW).]

The school board is responsible for ensuring that school officials inform students, parents and
community members of the student code of conduct.
[PL 2021, c. 295, §4 (AMD).]

15-A. School disciplinary policies. When revising the prescribed consequences for violation of
the student code of conduct pursuant to subsection 15, paragraph C, a school board shall consider
districtwide disciplinary policies that:

A. Focus on positive interventions and expectations and avoid focusing exclusively on
unacceptable student behavior. For the purpose of this subsection, "positive interventions" means
instructional and environmental supports that are designed to teach students prosocial alternatives
to problem behaviors with high rates of positive feedback; [PL 2011, c. 614, §7 (NEW).]

B. Focus on positive and restorative interventions that are consistent with evidence-based practices
rather than set punishments for specific behavior and avoid so-called zero-tolerance practices
unless specifically required by federal or state laws, rules or regulations. For the purpose of this
paragraph, "restorative interventions" means school practices that are designed to strengthen
relationships, improve the connection to school and promote a strong sense of accountability and
that help students learn from their mistakes, understand the impact of their actions on others and
find opportunities to repair the harm they have caused through their misbehavior; [PL 2011, c.
614, §7 (NEW).]

C. Allow administrators to use their discretion to fashion appropriate discipline that examines the
circumstances pertinent to the case at hand; and [PL 2011, c. 614, §7 (NEW).]

D. Provide written notice to the parents of a student when a student is suspended from school,
regardless of whether the suspension is an in-school or out-of-school suspension. [PL 2011, c.
614, §7 (NEW).]

The school board shall ensure that administrators inform students, parents and school personnel of the
districtwide school disciplinary policies.
[PL 2011, c. 614, §7 (NEW).]
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16. Comprehensive health and safety and emergency management plan. Each school board
shall annually approve a comprehensive health and safety and emergency management plan that meets
nationally recognized practices and is developed by the school unit administration working
collaboratively with appropriate stakeholders. The approval of a comprehensive health and safety and
emergency management plan under this subsection is public information. At the request of any school
board member or full-time school employee, the school board shall form a steering committee
composed of school employees, including a school employee designated by that employee's school as
having oversight regarding school safety, school board members, parents and others. A majority of the
school employees must be chosen by the local representatives of the applicable bargaining unit if the
school employees are covered by a collective bargaining agreement. The steering committee shall
regularly review and refine the comprehensive health and safety and emergency management plan. The
following information pertaining to a comprehensive health and safety and emergency management
plan is public information:

A. A description of the scope and purpose of the comprehensive health and safety and emergency
management plan and the process used for developing and updating the plan; [PL 2021, c. 464,
§1 (AMD).]

B. General information on auditing for safety and preparedness; [PL 2007, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

C. Roles and responsibilities of school administrators, teachers and staff and the designated chain
of command during an emergency; and [PL 2007, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

D. Strategies for conveying information to parents and the general public during an emergency.
[PL 2007, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

Except as provided in paragraphs A to D, release of the contents of a comprehensive health and safety
and emergency management plan approved under this subsection is subject to the limitations set forth
in Title 1, section 402, subsection 3, paragraph L.

[PL 2023, c. 254, §1 (AMD).]

17. School bomb threat response policies. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, each
school board in the State must have adopted a school bomb threat policy that is consistent with the
prototypical policies developed by the commissioner under section 263.

[PL 2001, c. 67, §2 (NEW).]

18. Bomb threat information in student handbooks. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year,
each school board shall include in its student handbook a section that addresses in detail the school's
bomb threat policies and protocols. The section of the handbook must contain an explanation of the
portions of the policies and protocols relevant to students and their families and explain to the students
the educational and legal consequences of making a bomb threat to a school.

[PL 2001, c. 67, §2 (NEW).]

19. Adoption of policy to manage concussive and other head injuries. Beginning January 1,
2013, the school board of each public school and the governing body of each private school enrolling
more than 60% of its students at public expense in this State shall adopt and implement a policy on the
management of concussive and other head injuries in school activities and athletics that is consistent
with the model policy developed by the commissioner in accordance with section 254, subsection 17.
[PL 2011, c. 688, §2 (NEW).]

20. School board meeting public comment period. A school board shall provide the opportunity
for the public to comment on school and education matters at a school board meeting. Nothing in this
subsection restricts the school board from establishing reasonable standards for the public comment
period, including time limits and conduct standards. For purposes of this subsection, "school board
meeting" means a full meeting of the school board and does not include meetings of subcommittees.
[PL 2019, c. 293, §1 (NEW).]
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21. Communication with school employees and the public. A school board shall regularly
communicate with school employees in the school board's school administrative unit and members of
the public who reside within the boundaries of the school administrative unit.

[PL 2021, c. 281, §1 (NEW).]

REVISOR'S NOTE: (Subsection 21 as enacted by PL 2021, c. 471, §1 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE
20-A, SECTION 1001, SUBSECTION 22)

22. (REALLOCATED FROM T. 20-A, §1001, sub-21) Workplace bullying. A school board
shall adopt and implement a policy to address the negative effects of bullying of school employees by
administrators, school employees, parents, students or any other individuals associated with the public
school and to ensure the safety of employees and an inclusive environment for all employees and
students in the public school. The policy must include, but is not limited to:

A. A provision identifying the responsibility of all school employees to comply with the policy;
[PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

B. A clear statement that bullying, harassment and retaliation for reporting such behavior are
prohibited; [PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

C. A provision outlining the responsibility of a superintendent to implement and enforce the policy;

[PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

D. A procedure for school employees to report incidents of bullying; [PL 2021, c. 471, §1
(NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

E. A procedure for promptly investigating and responding to incidents of bullying, including
written documentation of reported incidents; and [PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1,
Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

F. A statement that any rights under the policy do not exclude access to or limit any other right or
remedy under the law. [PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

If an affected school employee is covered by a collective bargaining agreement, the policy under this
subsection is subject to the dispute resolution process of the collective bargaining agreement.

For the purposes of this subsection, "bullying" includes cyberbullying as defined in section 6554,
subsection 2, paragraph C.
[PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (NEW); RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (RAL).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 661, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806, §10 (AMD).
PL 1983, c. 859, §§C1-C3,C7 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§K3,K7 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 862, §52
(AMD). PL 1985, c. 713, §3 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 425, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 708, §1 (AMD).
PL 1989, c. 878, §B17 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 889, §6 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 885, §E20 (AMD). PL
1991, c. 885, §E47 (AFF). PL 1993, c. 157, §1 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 423, §1 (AMD). PL 1995,
c. 322, §5 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 298, §1 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 594, §1 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 351,
§2 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 424, §A1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 67, §2 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 341, §2 (AMD).
PL 2001, c. 454, §7 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 471, §D17 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 471, §D18 (AFF). PL
2001, c. 588, §§4-10 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 644, §1 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 307, §§1-3 (AMD). PL
2005, c. 662, §A6 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 408, §1 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 614, §1 (AMD). RR 2011,
c. 1, §25 (COR). PL 2011, c. 249, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 395, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 614,
§§3-7 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 659, §2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 688, §2 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 581, §2
(AMD). PL 2015, c. 420, §1 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 448, §2 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 407, Pt. A, §57
(AMD). PL 2019, c. 293, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 281, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 295, §§1-4 (AMD).
PL 2021, c. 320, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 464, §1 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 471, §1 (AMD). RR
2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §15 (COR). PL 2023, c. 254, §1 (AMD).
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§1002. Prohibited appointments and employment
(CONTAINS TEXT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES)
The following provisions apply to members of a school board. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Employee" means a person who receives ongoing monetary payment or benefits for personal
services performed for a school administrative unit. [PL 2021, c. 242, §1 (AMD).]

A-1. "Stipend employee" means a person who receives limited monetary payment or benefits,
through a series of payments or in a lump sum, for personal services performed in an advisory,
mentoring or coaching capacity for a school administrative unit. [PL 2021, c. 242, §2 (NEW).]

B. "Volunteer" means a person who performs personal services for a school administrative unit
without monetary payment or benefits of any kind or amount. [PL 1999, c. 128, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2021, c. 242, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

2. Employment by school administrative unit, school union, academy. A member of a school
board or spouse of a member may not be an employee in a public school within the jurisdiction of the
school board to which the member is elected or in a contract high school or academy located within a
supervisory union in which the member is a representative on the union committee.

A. (TEXT EFFECTIVE UNTIL 7/01/24) (TEXT REPEALED 7/01/24) A school board may,
but is not required to, permit the spouse of a member of the school board to serve as a stipend
employee on a contractual basis when that action is in the best interest of students and a summation
of potential conflicts of interest is documented and a priori mitigations are described in the signed
contract. A school board may adopt a written policy on nepotism that includes hiring practices for
school-sanctioned stipend positions, discourages favoritism and political patronage, considers the
needs of the school system and provides that all qualified applicants have a fair and equal
opportunity to be selected on merit, with priority consideration given to the best interest of students
without restrictions based solely on family association.

This paragraph is repealed July 1, 2024. [PL 2021, c. 242, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2021, c. 242, §3 (AMD).]

2-A. Volunteer placement by school administrative unit, school union, academy. A member
of a school board or member's spouse may not serve as a volunteer when that volunteer has primary
responsibility for a curricular, cocurricular or extracurricular program or activity and reports directly to
the superintendent, principal, athletic director or other school administrator in a public school within
the jurisdiction of the school board to which the member is elected or in a contract high school or
academy located within a supervisory union in which the member is a representative on the school
committee. Volunteer activities of a member of a school board or member's spouse, other than in roles
that are prohibited by this subsection, may be prescribed by policies developed and approved by the
school board of the school administrative unit.

[PL 1999, c. 128, §3 (NEW).]

2-B. (TEXT EFFECTIVE UNTIL 7/01/24) (TEXT REPEALED 7/01/24) Permissive
volunteer placement by school administrative unit, school union, academy. Notwithstanding
subsection 2-A, a school board may, but is not required to, permit a school board member’s spouse to
serve as a volunteer. A school board may adopt a written policy on nepotism to discourage favoritism
and political patronage, consider the needs of the school system and provide that all volunteers have a
fair and equal opportunity to be selected on merit, with priority consideration given to the best interest
of students without restrictions based solely on family association.

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2024.
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[PL 2021, c. 242, §4 (NEW)]

3. Appointment to civil office and other employment. A school board member may not, during
the term for which the member serves on the board and for one year after the member ceases to serve
on the board, be appointed to any civil office of profit or employment position, which has been created
or the compensation of which has been increased by the action of the school board during the time the
member serves on the board.

[PL 1991, c. 196 (AMD).]

4. Employees serving on school boards in school unions. An employee or the spouse of an
employee of a school administrative unit may not serve on the school board of another school
administrative unit when the 2 school administrative units are members of the same school union and
have the same superintendent of schools.

[PL 1995, c. 174, §1 (NEW); PL 1995, c. 174, §2 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §11 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 196 (AMD). PL 1995,
c. 174, §1 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 174, §2 (AFF). PL 1999, c. 128, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 242,
§§1-4 (AMD).

§1003. Commencement of term of office
The term of newly elected school board members shall start: [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. After election. Immediately upon being elected and sworn in; or
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Fixed date. On a fixed date established by the voters on an appropriate article at a properly
called town meeting, the date shall be between the municipal election and July 1st.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§85,8 (NEW).
§1004. Conflict of interest; contracts

A contract made by a school board shall follow the requirement of Title 30-A, section 2605. [PL
1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §§35, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL
1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 737, §§C35,C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD).
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD).

SUBCHAPTER 2
SUPERINTENDENTS

§1051. Selection of superintendents

The following provisions shall apply to the selection of superintendents. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5,
8 (NEW).]

1. Eligibility requirements. Only those persons who hold a state certificate of superintendence
grade, issued in accordance with chapter 501 or 502, are eligible to become superintendents. Members
of the school board are not eligible to become superintendent in the school administrative unit that they
represent. Superintendents' certificates must be revoked in accordance with section 13020. Grounds
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for revocation include, but are not limited to, the employment or retention of uncertified personnel in a
school administrative unit in violation of this Title or of any rules adopted pursuant to this Title.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §11 (AMD).]

2. Appointment. The school board shall elect, by majority vote of the full membership, the
superintendent. The school board, upon notification by the commissioner, shall meet no later than
December 31st of the year preceding the expiration of the superintendent's contract, at a day and place
determined by the chair of the school board. When a vacancy occurs, the school board shall meet as
soon as possible to choose a superintendent.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §12 (AMD).]

3. Term. The superintendent's term shall be established by the school board.
A. The term may not exceed 5 years. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

B. The term shall expire on June 30th of the year of expiration. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8
(NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Failure to elect. If the school board fails to elect a superintendent by June 30th, the school
board may appoint a competent and qualified agent, with the advice and consent of the commissioner,

to serve in that capacity until a superintendent is elected.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Notice to the commissioner. Annually and when a new superintendent is chosen, the chairman
and secretary of the school board shall certify under oath to the commissioner, on forms provided by

the commissioner, all facts relating to the unit's selection of a superintendent.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Election in certain units. The following provisions shall apply to the election of
superintendents by certain units.

A. In a school union, the union committee shall perform the functions of a school board. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

B. In a school administrative unit governed by a private and special law that provides for the

election of a superintendent, the governing board shall elect a superintendent in the manner
provided in that law. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

C. In a community school district, the district school committee shall elect the superintendent. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

D. A group of school administrative units that have an interlocal agreement pursuant to Title 30-A,
chapter 115 in order to establish an education service center to jointly purchase the services of a
superintendent may elect the superintendent in the manner prescribed in their interlocal agreement.
[PL 2019, c. 219, §1 (AMD).]

[PL 2019, c. 219, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 39, §1 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §5 (AMD). PL
1983, c. 816, §A10 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 655, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 588, §§11,12 (AMD). PL
2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §3 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. VVVVV, §1 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 475, Pt.
A, §23 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 219, §1 (AMD).

§1052. Discharge

A school board may discharge a superintendent before the expiration of the contract term. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]
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1. Requirements. The superintendent may be discharged only:
A. For cause; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
B. After due notice and investigation; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. By a majority vote of the full membership of the school board. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Salary. On discharge, the superintendent's salary shall cease.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Appeal. The superintendent may appeal the school board's decision to the commissioner. The
commissioner shall hold a hearing as part of the appeal.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§1053. Allocation of services

1. School unions. The union committee shall establish a policy to guide the relative amount of
service to be performed by the superintendent in each unit.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §13 (AMD).]

2. Community school district. In community school districts, the district school committee shall
also establish a policy to guide the relative amount of service to be performed by the superintendent in
each school administrative unit.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §13 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2001, c. 588, §13 (AMD).
§1054. Office and salary

1. Office. The school board or union committee shall provide for an office for the superintendent,
office assistants, supplies, utilities and other office expenses.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW)]

2. Salary. The school board or union committee shall fix the superintendent's salary.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§1055. Superintendent; powers and duties

The superintendent is responsible for the ongoing administration of the school administrative unit
and for ensuring that the operation of the schools conforms to policies and rules as adopted by the
school board and to state laws and rules. The superintendent also is the ex officio secretary of the
school board and school building committee chosen by the administrative unit and shall perform duties
as the school board or school building committee direct. [PL 2001, c. 588, §14 (AMD).]

1. Records, orders, vouchers. The superintendent is responsible for:

A. Keeping a permanent record of all the votes, orders and proceedings; [PL 2001, c. 588, §15
(AMD).]

B. Placing all orders for materials and supplies purchased by vote of the school building committee
or school board; [PL 2001, c. 588, §15 (AMD).]
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C. Keeping all financial records and accounts; and [PL 2001, c. 588, §15 (AMD).]

D. Issuing vouchers showing the correctness of bills contracted on account of school
appropriations. [PL 2001, c. 588, §15 (AMD).]
[PL 2001, c. 588, §15 (AMD).]

2. Inspect schools; annual report. The superintendent is responsible for:

A. Inspecting the schools and reviewing the operating rules, the discipline and the proficiency of
the students; [PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD).]

B. Visiting each school at least the minimum number of times each term required by the school
board or union committee as established by the policy adopted under section 1053; and [PL 2001,
c. 588, §16 (AMD).]

C. Annually, reporting to the commissioner on the progress of the comprehensive education plan
required under section 4502, subsection 6. [PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD).]
[PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD).]

3. Financial and building report. At least annually, the superintendent shall send an accurate
account of school finances and an accurate report on the condition of school facilities to each school
board member.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD).]

4. Educational materials. The superintendent is responsible for carrying out the policies of the
school board established pursuant to section 1001, subsection 10-A for the selection and purchase of
all educational materials.

[PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD)]

5. Distribution and accounting of supplies. The superintendent shall ensure that all necessary

apparatus and supplies are distributed to each school, accurately accounted for and economically used.
[PL 2001, c. 588, §16 (AMD).]

6. Display of flags. The superintendent shall:

A. Ensure that the United States and Maine flags are displayed from public school buildings every
school day and on appropriate occasions; [PL 1985, c. 103, §1 (AMD).]

A-1. Ensure that an American flag is displayed in every classroom in each public school in the
unit; and [PL 1985, c. 103, §2 (NEW).]

B. Report annually to the school board the amount necessary to furnish the public schools with
suitable flags and flagstaffs. The school administrative unit shall appropriate the necessary funds.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1985, c. 103, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

7. Enforce rules of the school board. The superintendent shall enforce or cause to be enforced

all rules of the school board.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

8. Full-time employment. The entire time of a full-time superintendent shall be devoted to
superintendence in the school supervisory unit which employs the superintendent. A full-time
superintendent may perform educational service outside of the supervisory unit with the approval of
the commissioner and with the consent of the school board.

[PL 1987, c. 330, §1 (RPR).]

8-A. Part-time employment. A superintendent who is employed as a part-time superintendent
shall perform the duties agreed upon between the superintendent and the employing school board,

subject to approval by the commissioner.
[PL 1987, c. 330, §2 (NEW).]
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9. Report to the commissioner. The superintendent shall annually report, under oath, to the
commissioner before a date established by the commissioner, concerning the operation of the school
unit. The report shall contain:

A. The amount appropriated and expended on elementary and secondary education in the preceding
fiscal year; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

The number of weeks schools were open; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
The number of students registered; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

The average attendance; [PL 1983, c. 859, §§4, 25 (AMD).]

The amount received for tuition; and [PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. A, §§4, 25 (AMD).]

F. Other information required by rule adopted by the commissioner to demonstrate compliance
with the requirements of this Title. [PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. A, §§4, 25 (NEW).]
[PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. A, §§4, 25 (AMD).]

10. Supervise school employees. The superintendent is responsible for implementing a
performance evaluation and professional growth system for all teachers and principals pursuant to
chapter 508 and an evaluation system for all other employees of the school administrative unit. The
superintendent shall evaluate probationary teachers during, without limitation, each year of their
employment as probationary teachers. The method of evaluation must be determined by the school
board, be in compliance with the requirements of chapter 508 and be implemented by the
superintendent.

[PL 2019, c. 132, §1 (AMD).]

11. Notification teams. Within 10 days after receiving notice from a district attorney of an alleged
juvenile offense or juvenile offense, pursuant to Title 15, section 3308-B, subsection 1 or after receiving
notice from a law enforcement officer of credible information that indicates an imminent danger to the
safety of students or school personnel pursuant to Title 15, section 3301-A, the superintendent shall
convene a notification team. The notification team must consist of the administrator of the school
building or the administrator's designee, at least one classroom teacher to whom the student is assigned,
a parent or guardian of the student and a guidance counselor. The notification team is entitled to receive
the information described in Title 15, section 3308-B, subsection 1, paragraphs A to F and in Title 15,
section 3301-A. The notification team shall also determine on the basis of need which school
employees are entitled to receive that information.

m o 0w

Confidentiality of this criminal justice information regarding juveniles must be ensured at all times,
and the information may be released only under the conditions of this subsection. The superintendent
shall ensure that confidentiality training is provided to all school employees who have access to the
information.

[PL 2019, c. 525, §35 (AMD)]

12. Reintegration team. Within 10 days after receiving information from the Department of
Corrections pursuant to Title 15, section 3009, the superintendent shall convene a reintegration team to
carry out reintegration planning pursuant to section 254, subsection 12. The reintegration team must
consist of the administrator of the school or the administrator's designee; at least one classroom teacher
to whom the student will be assigned or who is involved in the school's student assistance team; a
parent, guardian or custodian of the student; and a guidance counselor. The reintegration team is
entitled to receive the information described in Title 15, section 3308-C, subsection 4, paragraph C,
subparagraph (3) and Title 34-A, section 1216, subsection 1, paragraph F. The reintegration team shall
also determine, on the basis of need, which school employees may receive that information.

Confidentiality of the information regarding juveniles received from the Department of Corrections
must be ensured at all times and the information may be released by a member of the reintegration team
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only under the conditions of this subsection. The superintendent shall ensure that confidentiality
training is provided to all school employees who have access to the information.
[PL 2021, c. 365, §27 (AMD); PL 2021, c. 365, §37 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §1 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §6 (AMD). PL
1983, c. 806, §12 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A4,A25 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 103, §§1,2 (AMD).
PL 1985, c. 797, §13 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 330, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 345, §2 (AMD). PL
2001, c. 452, §4 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 588, §§14-17 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 190, §2 (AMD). PL
2003, c. 205, §7 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 172, §1 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 635, Pt. A, §1 (AMD). PL
2019, c. 132, §1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 525, §35 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 365, §27 (AMD). PL 2021,
c. 365, §37 (AFF).

CHAPTER 103
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS
SUBCHAPTER 1
PURPOSE

§1101. Organization of school administrative units

It is declared policy of the State to encourage the development of school administrative units of
sufficient size to provide: [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Opportunity. A more equalized educational opportunity for pupils;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Programs. Satisfactory school programs;
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Tax rates. A greater uniformity of school tax rates among the units; and
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Public funds. A more effective use of the public funds expended for the support of public
schools.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 2
ORGANIZATION

§1201. Criteria for establishing a school administrative district
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §6 (RP).
§1202. Formation of district

68 | Title 20-A. EDUCATION 11025023



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §§7,8 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 402, Pt. A, §118
(AMD). PL 1987, c. 737, §§C36,C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD).
PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 608, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX,
§7 (RP).

§1203. Issuance of a certificate of organization

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §8 (RP).
§1204. Transfer of property and assets

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §9 (RP).
§1205. Operational date and transfer of authority

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 480, §A16 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 588, §18 (AMD).
PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §10 (RP).

§1206. Application of general law

Schools operated by legally established school administrative districts shall be the official schools
of the participating municipalities. The provisions of general law relating to public education shall
apply to these schools. State funds for public schools shall be paid directly to the treasurer of the school
administrative district. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 3
SCHOOL DIRECTORS

§1251. Board of directors
Provisions for a board of directors shall be as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Size. The size shall be determined by the joint meeting under section 1203 or by the
reapportionment committee under section 1255, but shall not be less than 5. It shall include at least one
director from each municipality or subdistrict.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Term of office. In municipalities with annual elections, directors shall serve a 3-year term. In
municipalities with biennial elections, directors shall serve a 4-year term. A director shall serve until
a successor is elected and qualified.

[PL 1983, c. 806, §13 (AMD).]
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3. Terms of office under district formation. The newly elected directors under a district
formation or reapportionment plan shall meet and draw lots for the length of term specified as follows.

A. In municipalities with annual elections, 1/3 of the directors shall serve one-year terms, 1/3 shall
serve 2-year terms and 1/3 shall serve 3-year terms. If the number of directors is not evenly
divisible by 3, the first remaining director shall serve a 3-year term and the 2nd a 2-year term. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

B. In municipalities with biennial elections, 1/2 of the directors shall serve a 4-year term and 1/2
a 2-year term. If the number of directors is not divisible by 2, the remaining director shall serve a
4-year term. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

C. The directors shall serve their terms as determined at the organizational meeting and an
additional period until the next regular election of the municipalities. Thereafter, the directors'
terms of office shall be established in accordance with the provisions of section 1003. [PL 1983,
c. 485, §9 (AMD).]

[PL 1983, c. 485, §9 (AMD).]

4. Compensation. Compensation for attendance at a school board meeting shall be between $10
and $25 per meeting. Whenever the directors recommend to increase their compensation, they shall
submit their recommendation to the district voters for approval.

A. On notification by the school board, the municipal officers shall, at the next regular or special
town meeting or city election, prepare a warrant or ballot for the purpose of voting on the proposed
increase.

The question shall be in the following form.

"Should the School Administrative District No.  directors be paid compensation
at the rate of §  for each meeting which each director attends?" [PL 1981, c.
693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. No increase in compensation is effective unless approved by a majority of the voters voting on
the question. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Secretary and treasurer. The superintendent shall serve as secretary and treasurer of the school
board and shall give a bond to the district of a sum and with the sureties as the school board shall
determine. The bond shall be deposited with the chairman. The expense of that bond shall be paid by
the district. The bond premium, compensation paid directors for attendance at meetings and expenses
of the district shall be paid from funds of the district by the treasurer on vouchers presented and certified
by the superintendent and approved by a majority of the school board or a finance committee duly
elected annually by that board.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Oath of office. Before their first meeting, newly elected directors must take the following oath
or affirmation before a dedimus justice or notary public.

1 AP do swear that I will faithfully discharge to the best of my abilities the duties encumbent
on me as a school director of School Administrative District No........ according to the Constitution and
laws of this State. So help me God."

A. A director shall take the oath or affirmation and return a certificate documenting that the oath
has been taken to the secretary of the district to place in the district records. [PL 1987, c. 736,
§40 (AMD).]

B. If a director is conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, the word "affirm" may be used
instead of "swear" and the words "this I do under the pains and penalty of perjury” instead of the
words "so help me God." [PL 1991, c. 655, §2 (AMD).]
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[PL

1991, c. 655, §2 (AMD).]

7. Election of officers. The board of directors shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman and other

officers as may be necessary.

[PL

1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL
PL

1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §9 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806, §§13,14 (AMD).
1987, c. 736, §40 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 655, §2 (AMD).

§1252. Methods of representation

[PL

[PL

[PL

The following are methods of representation. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
1. Method A: Subdistrict representation. Directors shall represent subdistricts.

A. The subdistricts, as far as practicable, shall be whole municipalities. If the municipalities are
divided into subdistricts, then they shall be divided into subdistricts of approximately equal size as
determined by the latest Federal Decennial Census or Federal Estimated Census. The municipal

officers shall provide a separate voting place for each subdistrict of the municipality. [PL 1981,
c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

B. The boundaries of each subdistrict shall be determined by a majority vote of the joint meeting
or reapportionment committee. Each subdistrict shall have one director, except that in a
municipality comprised of 2 or more subdistricts, the joint meeting may authorize the election of
directors-at-large. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Method B: Weighted votes. Directors shall cast weighted votes.

A. The committee shall apportion 1,000 votes among all the members of the board. The ratio of
the number of votes cast by the directors representing a municipality in relation to the number 1,000
shall be the same ratio to the nearest whole number as the population of the municipality is in
relation to the population of all municipalities in the district, as determined by the latest Federal
Decennial Census or Federal Estimated Census. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. To assure the use of whole numbers, the 1,000 votes apportioned among the board members
may be increased or decreased by not more than 5 votes. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. A plan may not permit the voting power of any director to exceed by more than 5% the
percentage of voting power the director would have if all 1,000 votes were apportioned equally
among the directors. [PL 2011, c. 171, §1 (AMD).]

D. In a municipality served by 2 or more directors, the votes cast by them shall be divided equally
among them. The directors shall be elected at large within the municipality unless otherwise
provided by municipal charter. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2011, c. 171, §1 (AMD).]

3. Method C: At-large voting. Directors shall be elected at large by all of the voters in the district.
1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Method D: Other. Directors may be elected by any other method that meets the requirements

of the one-man, one-vote principle that is not included in Methods A, B or C.

[PL

1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §15 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 171, §1 (AMD).
§1253. Election
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For the purpose of nominations, school directors shall be considered municipal officials and shall
be nominated in accordance with Title 30-A, chapter 121, or with a municipal charter, whichever is
applicable. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §§37, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2
(AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

1. Initial meeting on district formation. On the election of the school directors, the clerk of each
municipality within the school administrative district shall forward the names of the directors elected
for that municipality to the state board with other data with regard to their election as the state board
may require. On receipt of the names of all of the directors, the state board shall set a time, place and
date for the first meeting of the directors and give notice to the directors in the manner set forth in
section 1202, subsection 3, paragraph A.

[PL 1983, c. 480, Pt. A, §17 (AMD).]

2. Special provisions. In the election for representation under the methods provided in section
1252 the following shall apply.

A. Under Method A:

(1) Within 60 days, but no earlier than 45 days after notification by the board of directors of
the approval or reapportionment plan, the municipal officers shall call a special election to elect
directors to serve under the plan for the school administrative district;

(2) Nomination papers must be furnished by the secretary of the district at least 10 days before
the deadline for filing of nomination papers. Notwithstanding any other section of this Title,
directors must be nominated by obtaining a minimum of 25 and a maximum of 50 signatures
of registered voters residing within the subdistrict. The secretary shall notify the municipal
officers of the names of candidates in each subdistrict;

(3) The ballots must be prepared in accordance with subparagraph (7);

(4) The clerks of each municipality shall forward to the secretary the results of the vote by
subdistrict;

(5) The board of directors shall meet and total the votes cast for each candidate within each
subdistrict and shall immediately notify the clerks in each municipality, the candidates and the
commissioner of the results of the vote;

(6) The terms of the directors elected under the original municipal representation system cease
on the date that the newly elected directors are sworn into office; and

(7) Notwithstanding any other provision of statute, directors must be elected by secret ballot.
The ballots must be prepared for and distributed to the municipalities or subdistricts by the
secretary of the district. [PL 1993, c. 435, §1 (AMD).]

A-1. Under Method B:

(1) Reductions in the number of directors must take place in accordance with section 1255,
subsection 1, paragraph B;

(2) Additional directors must be added in accordance with section 1255, subsection 1,
paragraph C; and

(3) The term of office of additional directors must be determined in accordance with section
1251, subsection 3. [PL 1993, c. 435, §2 (NEW).]

B. Under Method C:

(1) Nominations for directors shall be made on petitions provided by the district secretary.
The petitions shall be signed as provided in Title 30-A, section 2528, subsection 4, or if the
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candidate is a voting resident in a municipality having less than 200 population, signed by at
least 20% of the registered voters of that municipality;

(2) The petitions shall be submitted to the registrar of voters in the respective municipalities
for certification of the voting residence of the director nominated and of the voters signing the
petition;

(3) The registrar of voters shall return the certified petitions to the district secretary not later
than 30 days prior to the date of the annual election to be held in the municipality;

(4) The ballot shall be prepared and distributed by the district secretary. It shall give the number
of offices to be filled and list the candidates by municipalities or subdistricts in which they are
resident;

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, school directors shall be elected by secret
ballot;

(6) If all member municipalities do not conduct the election for directors on the same date,
then all ballots cast in the elections shall be impounded by the clerk of each municipality:

(a) After all municipalities have voted, the clerks and one or more election supervisors
designated by the municipal officers of each municipality shall meet at an agreed upon
location and tally the ballot;

(b) The tally shall be completed within one day of the last member municipality election;

(c) The election supervisors shall select from among their members a chairman who shall
supervise the tally of ballots; and

(d) The clerk of each municipality shall as promptly as possible after the election certify
to the board of directors the result of the voting in that municipality; and

(7) Any recount petitions shall be filed with the secretary of the board of directors and recounts
shall be conducted in each member municipality in accordance with the applicable laws. [PL
1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §8§38, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD);
PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

[PL 1993, c. 435, §§1, 2 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §2 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 480, §A17 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 737, §§C37,C38, C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 435, §§1,2 (AMD).

§1254. Vacancies

Declaration and filling of vacancies shall be as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
1. Definition of vacancy. A vacancy occurs:
A. When the term of the office of a school director expires; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. When a school director changes residency from the municipality or subdistrict from which
elected. Evidence that an individual is registered to vote in a municipality is prima facie evidence
of that individual's residency; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. On the death of a school director; [PL 1987, c. 866, §1 (AMD).]
D. When a school director resigns; or [PL 1987, c. 866, §1 (AMD).]

E. Except in municipalities having a municipal charter, when a director is absent without excuse
from 3 consecutive regular board meetings, the board may declare that a vacancy exists. [PL 1987,

c. 866, §2 (NEW).]
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[PL 1987, c. 866, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

2. School board. The board of directors shall notify the municipal officers of the municipalities
within the district before the annual town meeting or before the regular city election of the vacancy.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

3. Filling vacancies. Vacancies shall be filled as follows.

A. The municipal officers of the municipality in which the director resided shall select an interim
director for the municipality or subdistrict to serve until the next annual municipal election. The
interim director shall serve until a successor is elected and qualified. [PL 1983, c. 806, §16
(AMD).]

B. The municipal officers shall provide at the next municipal or subdistrict election for the election
of a director to fill the vacancy. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1983, c. 806, §16 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §16 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 866, §§1,2 (AMD).
§1255. Reapportionment

The commissioner shall determine the necessity for reapportionment. [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A,
§53 (AMD).]

1. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall determine if a district is apportioned in
accordance with the principles of one person, one vote, if:

A. The commissioner receives a request by the board of directors; [PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

B. The commissioner receives a petition signed by district voters equal to at least 10% of the voters
who voted in the last gubernatorial election in the district; or [PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

C. The commissioner determines a district is not apportioned according to the principles of one
person, one vote. [PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

The commissioner shall make a determination under paragraph A or B within 30 days of receiving the
request or the petition.
[PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

2. Awaiting census results. If the commissioner receives a request within 12 months before a
Federal Decennial Census or Federal Estimated Census, the commissioner may wait until after the new
census figures are available to make a determination.

[RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §1 (COR).]

3. Findings and order. If the commissioner finds the district's representation is not apportioned
in accordance with the principle of one person, one vote, the commissioner shall, within 7 days of that
decision, notify the superintendent of the finding and shall order the superintendent to notify the
municipal officers in each municipality in the district and the school board to create a reapportionment
committee. The superintendent's notification must include the commissioner's notification, the
information provided pursuant to subsection 6 and the time and place for the first meeting of the
committee, which must be held not later than 20 days after the notification.

[PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

4. Reapportionment committee membership. The reapportionment committee shall consist of
one municipal officer and one citizen at large from each member municipality, chosen by the municipal
officers, and one director from each municipality, chosen by the board of directors. The appointments

shall be made prior to the first meeting of the committee.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
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5. Quorum. A majority of the committee shall be a quorum.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW)]

6. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall provide the superintendent with the most
recent Federal Decennial Census or Federal Estimated Census figures for each municipality in the
district and at least one recommended apportionment plan.

[PL 2003, c. 354, §2 (AMD).]

7. Duties of the reapportionment committee. The committee shall:

A. Elect a chairman and secretary and may adopt suitable rules of procedure; [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Consider and by majority vote adopt a plan including the method of representation, total number
of directors and number of directors representing each municipality or subdistrict; and [PL 1981,
c. 693, §85, 8 (NEW).]

C. Within 90 days of the first meeting, send a report of their plan to the state board for approval.
It may, within the 90-day limit, submit alternative plans for apportionment. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§85, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]

8. Commissioner approval. The commissioner shall approve or disapprove the committee plan
within 30 days of receiving it.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §54 (AMD).]

9. Failure to gain commissioner approval. If a plan has not been adopted by the committee or
approved by the commissioner within the time limits, the commissioner shall prepare a suitable plan.
[RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §2 (COR).]

10. Putting the approved plan into effect. On approval of a plan, the commissioner shall send a
certified copy to the municipal officers and school directors. The original plan shall be retained in the
department files.

A. The approved plan shall be effective immediately. The committee shall determine the terms of
the directors who shall be elected at the next annual municipal elections so as to comply with
section 1253. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. If the approved plan requires a reduction of the number of directors to be elected in a
municipality, the reduction must be achieved in accordance with this paragraph.

(1) If possible, the reduction must be achieved by the voluntary resignation of one or more of
the directors.

(2) If the reduction can not be achieved in accordance with subparagraph (1) and the plan is
approved and filed less than 30 days prior to the annual municipal election, the number of open
positions to be filled by the election process must be reduced to the number required by the
approved plan.

(3) If the reduction can not be achieved in accordance with subparagraph (1) or (2), or a
combination of the 2, all of the remaining existing directors representing the municipality shall
choose by lot which directors' terms must terminate. [PL 2003, c. 57, §1 (RPR).]

C. Ifthe approved plan requires that additional directors be elected in a municipality, the municipal
officers shall fill the vacancies by appointment. A new director shall serve until a successor is
elected and qualified at the next annual municipal election. [PL 1983, c. 806, §17 (AMD).]

D. [PL 1993, c. 435, §3 (RP)]
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E. The reapportionment committee shall thereupon be dissolved. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]
[PL 2003, c. 57, §1 (AMD).]

11. Duties of present directors during reapportionment. The board of directors, during the
reapportionment of its membership, shall serve as legal representatives of the district until the
reapportionment is completed. The board shall carry out all business of the district, including the
borrowing of necessary funds which may be required during the period of reapportionment.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

12. State board review of commissioner's decisions. A school administrative district or
interested parties may request that the state board reconsider decisions made by the commissioner in
this section. The state board shall have the authority to overturn a decision made by the commissioner.
In exercising this power, the state board is limited by this section.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §56 (NEW).]

13. Rules. The state board may adopt rules to carry out this section.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §56 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §10 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806, §17 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 395, §§A53-A56 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 435, §3 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 57, §1 (AMD). PL
2003, c. 354, §§1,2 (AMD). RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §§1, 2 (COR).

§1256. Powers and duties
The board of directors: [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. School district name. May select an unofficial name for the district;
[PL 1983, c. 485, §11 (AMD).]

2. Finance committee. May elect a finance committee of 3 or more members who must be
directors;
[PL 2005, c. 496, §1 (AMD).]

3. Operating schools. May authorize and oversee the operation of elementary schools;
[PL 2001, c. 588, §19 (AMD).]

4. Purchase of land outside the district. May purchase land outside of the geographical limits
of the district and erect a school on it if, because of the location of other schools within the school
district or transportation difficulties, a school within the district would not be in the best interests of the
district;

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Bylaws. Shall adopt bylaws for the regulation of the affairs of the board and the conduct of its
business;

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6.
[PL 1983, c. 422, §3 (RP).]

7. Gifts. May accept and receive money or other property, outright or in trust, for any specified
benevolent or educational purpose. The board shall comply with the following in accepting gifts.

A. If the board receives written notice from a prospective donor or a representative of the donor,
of a proposed gift, they shall submit the matter to the next regular meeting of the board or shall call
a special meeting. The board shall, within 10 days after the meeting, send written notice of its
acceptance or rejection. [PL 1983, c. 806, §18 (AMD).]
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B. Ifthe gift is in trust, the board shall cause the trust funds to be deposited or invested according
to Title 30-A, chapter 223, subchapter I1I-A.

(1) Unless prohibited by a trust instrument, the district may treat any 2 or more trust funds as
a single fund for the purposes of investment.

(2) After deduction for management expenses, any interest earned or capital gains realized
must be prorated among the various trust funds.

(3) Property or securities included in the corpus of a trust fund must be retained where the trust
instrument so provides.

(4) Unless otherwise specified in the trust instrument, only the annual income from the trust
fund may be spent.

(5) If the district fails to comply with the terms of the trust instrument, the trust fund reverts
to the donor or the donor's heirs. [PL 2001, c. 588, §20 (AMD).]

C. If the money or other property is a conditional gift for any specified benevolent or educational
purpose, the following shall apply.

(1) Prior to the acceptance of a gift the board of directors shall obtain approval of the legislative
body of the school administrative district.

(2) When the donor's part of the agreement respecting the execution of the conditional gift has
been completed, the district shall perpetually comply with, and may raise money to carry into
effect, the conditions upon which it was made.

(3) Unless otherwise specified by its terms, a conditional gift of money shall be deposited or
invested according to Title 30-A, chapter 223, subchapter III-A. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C,
§§40, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt.
C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

[PL 2001, c. 588, §20 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §3 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §11 (AMD). PL
1983, c. 806, §18 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 737, §§C39,C40, C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD).
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 588, §§19,20 (AMD).
PL 2005, c. 496, §1 (AMD).

§1257. Quorum

At least a majority of the board of directors in number and voting power shall be a quorum. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).
§1258. Program

A school administrative district shall maintain a program which includes kindergarten to grade 12.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Secondary school. A district shall provide a secondary school facility as follows.

A. A district which enrolls more than 700 pupils in grades 9 to 12 may operate more than one 4-
year school. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. A district which enrolls less than 700 pupils in grades 9 to 12 shall provide grades 10 to 12 in
one facility within 4 years from the date of the district's formation. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]
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C. Secondary school facilities may be operated as 4-year schools, a 6-year school for grades 7 to
12 or 2 or more 3-year schools, except that students living in an area remote from a public school
may be provided for under section 5204. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Contracts for secondary school programs. In addition to the provisions for a secondary school
facility set forth in subsection 1, a district may contract with a nearby school administrative unit or with
a private school approved for tuition purposes for all or part of its secondary school pupils. The contract
may run from a period of 2 to 10 years. The contract shall also comply with section 2703 and may
provide for the formation of a joint committee in accordance with section 2704.

[PL 1985, c. 797, §14 (RPR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A5,A25 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 797, §14
(AMD).

SUBCHAPTER 4
FINANCING

§1301. Finances

A school administrative district may raise money for establishing and maintaining public schools,
erecting buildings and providing equipment. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Methods of sharing costs. The costs of operating a school administrative district must be
shared among all municipalities within the district in one of the following ways.

A. Under a property valuation method, municipalities in a district shall share costs in the same
proportion as each municipality's fiscal capacity as defined in section 15672, subsection 23 is to
the district's fiscal capacity. [PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §3 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74
(AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW, §18 (AFF).]

B. Under an alternate plan approved by the state board and by a vote of the legislative bodies of
the school administrative units forming the district and based on:

(1) The number of resident pupils in each town;

(2) The fiscal capacity of each member municipality as defined in section 15672, subsection
23;

(3) Any combination of subparagraphs (1) and (2); or

(4) Any other factor or combination of factors that may, but need not, include subparagraphs
(1) and (2). [PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §4 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL
2005, c. 12, Pt. WW, §18 (AFF).]

C. [PL 2001, c. 375, §1 (RP).]

D. Notwithstanding paragraphs A and B, Title 30-A, chapter 208-A or any other provision of law,
the state valuation used to calculate the shared cost for each municipality in a district with a
municipal incentive development zone must include the increase in equalized just value of all
industrial and commercial property located in the zone over the assessed value. [PL 1993, c. 696,
§1 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§3, 4 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt.
WW, §18 (AFF).]
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2. Residents on federal property or state property. For the purposes of this chapter only, a
district shall count students residing on land under the control of the Federal Government, on a federal
military reservation, or on state property, as residents of the district but not as residents of a
municipality.

[PL 1985, c. 15 (AMD).]
3. Amendment of cost-sharing formulas. The cost-sharing formula may be amended as follows.

A. If requested by a written petition of at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last
gubernatorial election within the district, or if approved by a majority of the full board of directors,
the board of directors shall hold at least one meeting of municipal representatives to reconsider the
method of sharing costs. The district shall give at least 15 days' notice to each municipality
comprising the district of any meeting. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

B. Each member municipality must be represented at the meeting or meetings by 2 representatives
chosen at large by its municipal officers, and one member of the district board of directors chosen
by the municipality's directors. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

B-1. Prior to the first meeting of municipal representatives pursuant to paragraph A, the district
shall engage the services of a facilitator selected from the list maintained by the commissioner
under subsection 4, paragraph C, subparagraph 1. The facilitator shall:

(1) At the first meeting, review and present data and information pertaining to sharing of costs
within the district. Pertinent information may include, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) A description of the district's cost-sharing method, the elements involved in the
calculation of each municipality's costs and a graphic depiction of the current and historic
distribution of costs in the district; and

(b) If withdrawal of one or more district members is under consideration, the financial and
educational impact of the withdrawal;

(2) Solicit and prepare a balanced summary of the concerns of municipal officials, educators
and the public about the current method of cost sharing; and

(3) Develop a plan of action for consideration by the municipal representatives that responds
to the information collected and the concerns raised. The plan of action must include a list of
expectations for the conduct of the parties, options for proceeding and an assessment of the
likely success of those options. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (NEW).]

C. A change in the method of sharing costs may only be approved by a majority vote of the
municipal representatives present and voting. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

C-1. If a majority of the representatives from each municipality meeting pursuant to paragraph A
are unable to agree on a recommendation on what the cost-sharing method for the district should
be, within 15 days following the last meeting a knowledgeable 3rd party must be selected in
accordance with rules adopted pursuant to subsection 4, paragraph C. The district is responsible
for compensating the 3rd party. The 3rd party shall:

(1) Prepare a written summary of the process to date, including an assessment of the fairness,
accuracy and responsiveness of the recommendations of the facilitator engaged pursuant to
paragraph B-1;

(2) Prepare an impartial recommendation regarding changing the method of cost sharing; and

(3) Present the summary and recommendations to the municipal representatives for their
consideration. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (NEW).]

1022023 Title 20-A. EDUCATION | 79



MRS Title 20-A. EDUCATION

C-2. Atan advertised public hearing, the municipal representatives shall solicit public input on the
3rd party's recommendation for cost sharing required under paragraph C-1 and any alternative
method or methods proposed by municipal representatives. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (NEW).]

D. Ifachange in the cost-sharing method is approved by a majority of the municipal representatives
meeting pursuant to paragraph A, the change must be submitted to the voters at a district meeting.
It becomes effective when approved by a majority vote of the district in a district referendum called
and held for this purpose in accordance with sections 1351 to 1354, except that, if the proposed
change is an alternative cost-sharing plan under subsection 1, paragraph B, subparagraph 4, the
change must be approved by a majority of voters voting in a referendum in each municipality in
the district instead of in a district referendum. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

E. Assessments made by the school board thereafter must be made in accordance with the new
method of sharing costs. [PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

F. The secretary of the district shall notify the state board that the district has voted to change its
method of sharing costs. The state board shall issue an amended certificate of organization showing
this new method of sharing costs. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 2001, c. 375, §2 (AMD).]

4. Departmental assistance. The department shall provide the following services relating to
changing district cost-sharing methods:

A. The provision of information and data relating to cost sharing, including, but not limited to, a
description of a district's method of cost sharing, the total assessment, the per pupil cost and mils
raised for education for district members and the calculation of member costs. The information
must be district-specific, comprehensive, easily understood by the general public, presented in
graphic and spreadsheet format and available over the Internet. Written copies of the information
described and additional information requested must be provided by the department upon receipt
of a written request from a district school board or the legislative body of any municipality member
of a district; [PL 2001, c. 375, §3 (NEW).]

B. The provision of professional evaluation and assistance to districts and member municipalities
considering changes in cost-sharing methods; and [PL 2001, c. 375, §3 (NEW).]

C. The establishment and maintenance of lists of qualified, available individuals to assist districts
considering changes in cost-sharing methods as follows:

(1) Facilitators as required in subsection 3, paragraph B-1; and
(2) Knowledgeable 3rd parties as required in subsection 3, paragraph C-1.

In establishing the lists, the department shall seek input from the Maine Municipal Association and
Maine School Management Association or successor organizations. The department may adopt
rules to define the qualifications, responsibilities and selection of individuals on the lists. Rules
adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter II-A. [PL 2001, c. 375, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 2001, c. 375, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 15 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 379 (AMD). PL 1991, c.
802, §1 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 410, §F3 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 696, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 375,
§§1-3 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D3,4 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12,
§WW18 (AFF).

§1302. Budget preparation
The district budget shall be prepared as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
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1. Preparation by board. The board of directors shall annually prepare a budget for:
A. Operational costs; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Bonds falling due; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Interest on bonds or other obligations; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

D. Rentals and other charges in a contract; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. A lease or agreement with the Maine School Building Authority; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,
8 (NEW).]

F. Temporary loans. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Distribution. At least 7 days before the district budget meeting, the board of directors shall
make available to the legislative body responsible for final budget approval and residents of the district,
a detailed budget document. It shall include a summary of anticipated revenues and estimated school
expenditures.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§85,8 (NEW).
§1303. Budget meeting

The school board shall hold a district budget meeting at a time it determines. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§8§5, 8 (NEW) ]

1. Warrant. The budget meeting shall be called by a warrant. The warrant shall:
A. Be signed by a majority of the board of directors; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
B. Specify the time and place of the meeting; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Include the proposed school budget and other articles the school board chooses to place before
the voters, excluding authorization to borrow money for school construction purposes unless the
alternate voting procedures of section 1305 are employed; [PL 1999, c. 81, §1 (AMD).]

D. Specify the state and local shares of the state-local allocation and local leeway and additional
expenditures without state participation; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. Be directed to a resident of the district by name ordering the resident to notify all voters within
the district to assemble at the time and place appointed. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1999, c. 81, §1 (AMD).]

2. Notice. An attested copy of the warrant shall be posted by the person to whom it is directed in
some conspicuous public place in each of the municipalities within the district at least 7 days before
the meeting. The person who gives notice of the meeting shall make a return of the posting on the
warrant stating the manner of notice in each municipality and the time when it was given.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Requested articles. If requested by a written petition of at least 10% of the number of voters
voting for the gubernatorial candidates in the last gubernatorial election in each municipality within the
district, the board of directors shall place specific articles, not in conflict with existing state statutes, in
the warrants for consideration at the next annual district budget meeting. To be included in the warrant
a petition shall be received by the board of directors at least 15 days before the date set for the budget
meeting. When placed on the warrant, the articles shall be considered before action relating to the
appropriation of money for the operation of schools.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1999, c. 81, §1 (AMD).
§1304. Meeting procedures
The following procedures shall be used at a district meeting. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Election of moderator. The secretary of the board of directors, or when absent, the chairman
of the school board, shall open the meeting and call for the election of a moderator, receive and count
votes for moderator and swear in the moderator.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Appointing ballot clerks. The moderator shall appoint from the certified voting list the ballot
clerks necessary for the efficient operation of the meeting. The clerks shall be sworn in by the
moderator.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW) ]

3. Budget consideration. The budget shall be thoroughly explained. The voters shall have an
opportunity to be heard. The voters may change only items dealing with:

A. The expenses necessary to operate the school administrative district; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,
8 (NEW).]

B. Appropriations for the reserve fund; or [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Appropriations for the contingency fund and school construction purposes. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§85, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Approval. A majority vote of those voters present and voting shall be necessary for the approval
of the annual budget.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Voting lists. Registration of voters for the annual budget meeting shall be held in each member
municipality in accordance with Title 21-A, section 122.

A. Prior to the annual budget meeting, the municipal clerks of the member municipalities shall
supply to the board of directors a certified corrected copy of the registered voters of their
municipality. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

B. The lists shall be used in determining the voters who are eligible to vote at the annual budget
meeting. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. A, §50 (AMD).]

6. Written ballot. An article must be voted on by written ballot if at least 10% of those present
and voting vote to use a written ballot. The department, in consultation with municipal and school
officials and with organizations representing those officials, shall develop and distribute guidelines to
assist district budget meeting moderators in explaining and implementing this subsection.

[PL 1999, c. 710, §2 (RPR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 770, §1 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 502, §A50 (AMD). PL
1999, c. 710, §2 (AMD).

§1305. Alternative voting procedures

If requested before January 31, 2001 by a written petition of at least 10% of the number of voters
voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities within the district, the board of directors
shall cause the following article to be voted on by the voters of the member municipalities.
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"Shall School Administrative District No..... require that the voting at future district
budget meetings and special district budget meetings be done by referendum within
each member municipality of the district instead of using the district meeting
procedure?

Yes No " [PL1999,c. 710, §3 (AMD).]
1. Procedure. The procedure for voting on the article shall be as follows.

A. On receipt of a request and if the request complies with the requirement of this section, the
board of directors shall immediately notify the municipal officers within the district of the receipt
of the request. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. The municipal officers of each municipality within the district shall then cause the article to be
placed on the ballots for that municipality for the next statewide election occurring at least 45 days
after the date on which the municipal officers received the notice. [PL 1983, c. 485, §12 (AMD).]

C. The warrants, notices and voting procedures to be followed within a municipality, including
absentee voting procedures, shall be the same as those provided in Title 21-A, except that the duties
of the Secretary of State shall be performed by the board of directors. [PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. A,
§51 (AMD).]

D. Municipal clerks shall, within 24 hours of the determination of the results of the vote in their
municipality, certify to the board of directors the total number of votes cast in the affirmative and
in the negative on the article. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. As soon as all of the results from all of the municipalities have been returned to the board of
directors, the board shall meet and compute the total number of votes cast in the affirmative and in
the negative on the article in all of the municipalities within the district. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,
8 (NEW).]

F. If the board of directors determines that there were more votes cast in the affirmative than there
were in the negative on the article, they shall declare that the article has passed. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§85, 8 (NEW).]

G. If the board of directors determines that the total number of votes cast on the article in the
affirmative is equal to or less than those in the negative, they shall declare that the article has not

passed. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

H. The board of directors shall enter their declaration and computations in their records and send
certified copies of it to the municipal clerk of each municipality within the district. [PL 1981, c.
693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. A, §51 (AMD).]

2. Application. Following the board of director's declaration that the article has passed, the board
shall cause the voting at all future district budget meetings and to be called within each municipality
within the district. The voting must be held in accordance with the procedures set out in sections 1351
to 1354, except that the warrant and absentee ballots for the meeting must be prepared and distributed
to the municipal clerks at least 14 days prior to the date of the referendum. The board may hold
informational meetings on voting procedure and budget prior to voting. The board shall be responsible
for the form of the articles to be voted on in the municipalities, except as otherwise provided by law.
[PL 1993, c. 372, §1 (AMD).]

3. Failure to approve a budget. If the budget or a portion of the budget fails to receive a majority
vote at the referendum, the board of directors shall decide in a public proceeding whether subsequent
votes on the portion of the budget that was defeated must be conducted in accordance with the
referendum procedure in subsection 2 or at a district budget meeting held at a single place in the district
in accordance with procedures in sections 1303 and 1304. Subsequent votes conducted in accordance
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with the referendum procedure in subsection 2 must be held within 45 days. Subsequent votes
conducted in accordance with sections 1303 and 1304 must be held within 30 days. These referenda
or meetings must be held solely for the purpose of approving an alternative operating school budget to
replace the part of the proposed budget that the voters failed to approve. The board may continue in
this manner until an alternative budget is adopted.

[PL 1993, c. 372, §2 (AMD).]

4. Reconsideration of alternative voting procedure.
[PL 1999, c. 710, §4 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §4 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §12 (AMD). PL
1983, c. 639, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 770, §§2,3 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 637, §§1,2 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 502, §A51 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 372, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 710, §3 (AMD). PL
1999, c. 710, §§3,4 (AMD).

§1305-A. Cost center summary alternative budget format
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1999, c. 710, §5 (NEW). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW1 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 683, §A21 (AMD). PL
2009, c. 571, Pt. E, §1 (RP).

§1305-B. Budget validation referendum

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1999, c. 710, §5 (NEW). PL 2005, c. 683, §A22 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. E, §2 (RP).
§1305-C. Mandatory budget validation and cost center summary budget form

Notwithstanding any other law, school administrative district budgets developed after January 1,
2008 must conform to the format and referendum procedures for regional school units as set forth in
sections 1485 and 1486. A school administrative district is deemed to be a regional school unit solely
for the purpose of developing a budget pursuant to sections 1485 and 1486. [PL 2007, c. 668, §2
(AMD); PL 2007, c. 668, §55 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §11 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 668, §2 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 668, §55
(AFF).

§1306. Budget format

The board of directors shall determine the budget format unless it is established by the district
voters. [PL 1989, c. 414, §4 (AMD).]

1. Petition. An article establishing the budget format may be placed on the next warrant if
authorized by a majority vote of the board or if a written petition of at least 10% of the number of voters
voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities within the district has been presented to
the board.

[PL 1989, c. 414, §4 (AMD).]

2. Meeting. A school budget format may be established by the district voters if the lesser of either
20% of the number of registered voters or 200 registered voters vote on an appropriate warrant article
and a majority approve it. The meeting shall be called and held as provided for budget meetings under
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sections 1303 and 1304 or under sections 1351 to 1354 if the directors so choose or if the voting at
district budget meetings is done within each member municipality.
[PL 1989, c. 414, §4 (AMD).]

3. Effective date. A change in budget format shall be voted on at least 90 days prior to the budget
year for which that change is to be effective.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 414, §4 (AMD).
§1307. Specific line budgets

If the school budget format requires specific line categories, then in preparing the warrant and
conducting the budget meeting, the following shall apply. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Separate articles. Each category shall be included in a separate warrant article.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Transfer. Unless authorized by the voters, the board of directors may not transfer funds between
line item categories.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Summary action. To summarize the action taken on the school budget for the purposes of
determining state and local cost sharing, the articles prescribed in chapter 606-B must also be voted
upon.

[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §5 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]

4. Budget explanation. The warrant may include an explanation of the relationship between
warrant articles authorizing specific line item expenditures as provided in subsection 1 and the articles
prescribed in chapter 606-B summarizing the budget proposal.

[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §6 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §13 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 68, §§1,2 (AMD). PL
2005, c. 2, §§D5,6 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, § VW18 (AFF).

§1308. Failure to pass budget

If a budget for the operating of the district is not approved prior to July 1st, the latest budget as
submitted by the board of directors is automatically considered the budget for operational expenses for
the ensuing year until a final budget is approved, except that, when the school board delays the school
budget meeting in accordance with section 15693, subsection 2, paragraph C, the operating budget must
be approved within 30 days of the date the commissioner notifies the school board of the amount
allocated to the school unit under section 15689-B or the latest budget submitted by the directors
becomes the operating budget for the next school year. [PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §7 (AMD); PL 2005,
c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW, §18 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1991, c. 429, §3 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 710, §6 (AMD). PL
2005, c. 2, §D7 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW18 (AFF).

§1309. Special budget meeting

The school board may call a special budget meeting when it declares an emergency exists. The
voters of the district may authorize the directors at a special district budget meeting to expend additional
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funds from the district's undesignated fund balance or to pledge the credit of the district to obtain
additional money for the operation of schools. The special budget meeting must be held in accordance
with sections 1302 to 1307. [PL 1993, c. 372, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §19 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 372, §3 (AMD).
§1310. District assessments

District assessments shall follow these procedures. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Warrant. In accordance with the budget approved by the voters at an annual budget meeting
and in substantially the same form as the warrant of the Treasurer of State for taxes, the board of
directors shall issue its warrants to the assessors of each member municipality requiring them to assess
upon the taxable estates within the municipality an amount which is that municipality's share of the
district's costs.

[PL 1983, c. 485, §14 (AMD).]

2. Commitment. The municipal assessors shall commit the assessment to the constable or
collector. Constables and collectors shall have the authority and powers to collect the district's taxes
as is vested in them by law to collect state, county and municipal taxes.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW)]

3. Installments. The board of directors shall notify the member municipalities of the monthly
installments that will become payable during the fiscal year.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

4. Payment. A municipal treasurer shall pay the amount of the tax assessed in the fiscal year
against the municipality to the treasurer of the district. The payments shall be paid in monthly
installments on or before the 20th of each month.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Gifts. A municipality may use the proceeds from gifts or trust funds allocated for educational

purposes to pay its share of the assessment.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Enforcement. If a municipal treasurer fails to pay the installment due, or any part, on the dates
required, to initiate collection procedures, the treasurer of the school administrative district may notify
the municipal treasurer of the failure to pay. Interest accrues on each unpaid installment at the rate
established under Title 36, section 186 beginning on the 60th day after the date the installment is due
under subsection 4. If payment of an installment is not made within 60 days after the due date, the
treasurer of the district may initiate an action in Superior Court to compel payment of the delinquent
installment. The court shall determine the amount owed by the municipality to the district and shall
order the municipal treasurer to pay all delinquent installments, accrued interest and any court costs
and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by the district. To ensure prompt payment of the delinquent
installments, the court may require that amounts due to the municipality from the State under Title
30-A, section 5681 and Title 36, sections 578 and 685 be paid to the district until the amount determined
by the court is satisfied. The court shall promptly notify the disbursing state agency of the
determination and direct the agency to make the required change in payee and the amounts to be paid.
If additional funds are needed to satisfy the amount determined by the court to be paid to the district,
the court may order the attachment or trustee process and sale of real or personal property owned by
the municipality or the attachment of the municipality's bank accounts or require property tax payments
to the municipality to be turned over to the court and may pay the amount owed the district from the

proceeds and return any excess to the municipality.
[PL 2003, c. 212, §1 (RPR).]
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SECTION HISTORY

PL

1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §14 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 212, §1 (AMD).

§1311. Power to borrow money

[PL

A school administrative district may borrow money as follows. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
1. Board of directors. The board of directors may borrow money to pay for:

A. Current operating expenses of the district if the loans are repaid within 13 months of the date
of borrowing and are limited to an amount reasonably required for current operating expenses; [PL
1991, c. 121, Pt. A, §2 (AMD).]

B. School construction projects as defined in section 15901; and [PL 1983, c. 422, §5 (AMD).]

C. Minor capital costs as defined in section 15672, subsection 20-A. [PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §8
(AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW, §18 (AFF).]
2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §8 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,

§18 (AFF)]

2. Voter approval. Bonds or notes for school construction purposes shall first be approved by a

majority of voters of the district voting at an election called by the board of directors and held as
provided in sections 1351 to 1354, except as is otherwise provided in this section.

[PL

A. Each bond or note shall have inscribed upon its face the name of the district, the date it was
issued, the amount of the bond or note and the annual interest rate, payable semiannually. Each
bond or note shall be in the form and be sold in the manner, at public or private sale, as the board
of directors shall determine in accordance with state law. Bonds may not be sold for less than par.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Notes or bonds issued by a district shall be signed by the treasurer or assistant superintendent
and countersigned by the chairman of the board of directors of the district. If coupon bonds are
issued, each coupon shall be attested by a facsimile signature of the treasurer. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Each issue of bonds must mature in substantially equal annual installments so that the first
installment is payable not later than 2 years and the last installment not later than 30 years after the
date of issue. [PL 2023, c. 210, §1 (AMD).]

2023, c. 210, §1 (AMD).]

3. Temporary notes. Prior to issuing authorized school construction bonds or notes, the board of

directors may borrow in anticipation of their sale by issuing temporary notes and renewal notes subject
to the following.

A. Their total face value amount may not exceed at any one time the authorized outstanding amount
of the school construction bonds or notes. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. If the proceeds of an issue of bonds are used in whole or in part to fund temporary notes, the
period during which the issue of bonds shall be outstanding plus the period of the loan represented
by the temporary notes or renewals shall not exceed 25 years. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. Temporary notes shall mature not later than 3 years from the date the first temporary note is
issued. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

D. Temporary notes and renewal notes shall be legal obligations of the district. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. The board of directors of a district that has received a certificate of approval of a school
construction project pursuant to former Title 20, section 3458 to be paid in accordance with the
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alternate method prescribed in former Title 20, section 3460, may borrow in anticipation of unpaid
portions of state aid and may issue temporary and renewal notes. [PL 2019, c. 398, §9 (AMD).]

F. If the temporary or renewal notes in anticipation of state aid exceed the aggregate amount of
state aid actually received by the district, the unexpended balance of those notes shall be used for
the repayment. If an outstanding balance remains, it shall be included in the next annual budget
and shall not be subject to change at the district budget meeting. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]

[PL 2019, c. 398, §9 (AMD).]

4. Early redemption. Bonds or notes issued on behalf of a district may be made subject to call
for redemption, with or without premium, at the election of the board of directors before the date fixed
for final payment of those bonds or notes. When these bonds or notes are issued, they shall contain
provisions setting forth the method by which the option to call may be exercised, the procedure for
payment in the event of call and the legal effect of making the call.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. District status. Notes and bonds, and loans to pay current operating expenses, contracts, leases
and agreements with the Maine School Building Authority, shall be legal obligations of the district.
The district shall be a quasi-municipal corporation within the meaning of Title 30-A, section 5701 and
all the provisions of that section shall be applicable to them.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §841, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL
1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

6. Debt limit. The aggregate principal amount of outstanding bonds or notes issued by a district
for school construction purposes shall not exceed, at any one time, 10% of the total of the last preceding
state valuation of all the municipalities within the district, plus an amount not to exceed 4% of that total
district valuation set by the state board at the time of the initial approval of the school construction
project.

A. Indebtedness in excess of 10% incurred under the law as it existed prior to April 1, 1974, is
validated. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. Outstanding school indebtedness assumed by the district shall be included in its limit of
indebtedness, excluding contracts, leases or agreements with the Maine School Building Authority
and notes in anticipation of state aid issued pursuant to subsection 3. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]

C. The percentage limit of the indebtedness for bonds or notes for school construction purposes
authorized after April 27, 1967 shall be fixed as of the time of authorization by the voters or, if no
district meeting is held to authorize those bonds or notes, upon the expiration of 35 days following
passage of a resolution of the board of directors as described in subsection 7. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§85, 8 (NEW).]

D. If'the issuance of bonds or notes together with all outstanding indebtedness included within the
district's limit of indebtedness would cause the district's indebtedness to exceed 10% of the total of
the last preceding state valuation of all the municipalities within the district, the board of directors
shall not issue those bonds or notes until they have received a certificate of approval pursuant to
Title 20, section 3458. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. If a certificate of approval indicates that the state board has authorized state aid to be paid in
accordance with the alternate method prescribed by former Title 20, section 3460, the total
estimated amount of state aid payable on account of the school construction project described in
the certificate of approval must be treated as outstanding school indebtedness for the purpose of
computing the borrowing capacity of the district to finance that project by issuing its bonds or
notes. State aid must be determined by applying the applicable percentage of state aid to the total
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estimated cost of the project, as set forth in the certificate of approval. [PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A,
§36 (AMD).]
[PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §36 (AMD).]

7. Bonds and notes under 1% of valuation. The board of directors may issue bonds or notes not
to exceed 1% of the last preceding state valuation of all the municipalities within the district:

A. By calling a district meeting to approve the issuance of those bonds or notes as provided in
section 1304; or [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. By passing a resolution to that effect, setting forth the amount of the proposed issue and the
purposes for which the proceeds will be used and meeting the following requirements.

(1) The secretary of the board shall, within 5 days of the date of the passage of the resolution,
cause attested copies of the resolution to be posted in 3 public and conspicuous places within
each of the municipalities within the district. The secretary shall make a return of the posting
stating its time and place. The return shall be kept with the records of the district and a copy
of the return shall be mailed to each of the municipal officers of each municipality within the
district.

(2) If, within 35 days of the date of the passage of the resolution, petitions with signatures of
at least 10% of the residents in the district eligible to vote on the date that the resolution was
adopted, are filed with the secretary requesting a vote of the district to approve or disapprove
the issuance of the bonds or notes, the secretary shall immediately notify the board. They shall
call an election for that purpose as set forth in sections 1351 to 1354.

(3) The board shall not authorize bonds or notes by resolution if the amount of the proposed
issue, together with the amount of any other bonds or notes authorized solely by resolution and
which are for the same purpose, exceeds 1% of the total of the last state valuation of all the
participating municipalities. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §5 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 797, §15 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 737, §§C41,C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989,
c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 121, §A2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 372, §4 (AMD). PL 2005,
c. 2, §D8 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW18 (AFF). PL 2019, c.
398, §9 (AMD). PL 2023, c. 210, §1 (AMD). PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §36 (AMD).

§1312. Reserve fund

School administrative districts may establish a reserve fund as follows. [PL 1989, c. 132, §1
(AMD).]

1. Establishment. A school administrative district may establish a reserve fund for school
construction projects, financing the acquisition or reconstruction of a specific or type of capital
improvement, financing the acquisition of a specific item or type of capital equipment or any of the
expenditures listed under section 1485, subsection 1, paragraph A by including a request in the district
budget, which must include a description of the purpose of the reserve fund, and receiving voter
approval. The board of directors is the trustee of the reserve fund. The reserve fund must be deposited
or invested by the treasurer under the direction of the board.

[PL 2019, c. 588, §1 (AMD).]

2. Deposit or investment. All district funds, including reserve funds and trust funds to the extent
that the terms of the instrument or vote creating the fund do not prohibit, shall be deposited or invested
by the treasurer under the direction of the board of directors according to the requirements for the
deposit or investment of municipal funds contained in Title 30-A, chapter 223, subchapter I1I-A.
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[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §§42, 106 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL
1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8,10 (AMD).]

3. Expending money from reserve funds. The board of directors may expend the sum in the
reserve fund when authorized to do so by a vote of the district at a district meeting or a district budget
meeting, when an article for that purpose is set out in the warrant calling the meeting, except that the
board of directors may expend funds from a reserve fund by a vote of the board in accordance with the
procedure in subsection 4:

A. In the event of an emergency that requires the immediate expenditure of funds and when, in
responding to the emergency, a vote of the district for permission is cost-prohibitive; or [PL 2019,
c. 588, §2 (NEW).]

B. When such an expenditure is required by law. [PL 2019, c. 588, §2 (NEW).]
[PL 2019, c. 588, §2 (AMD).]

4. Procedure for expending money from reserve funds by vote of board. The procedure for
the board of directors to expend funds from the reserve fund pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph A or
B must be as follows.

A. The board of directors shall provide public notice of the regular or special meeting at which the
vote to expend funds from the reserve fund will be taken. [PL 2019, c. 588, §3 (NEW).]

B. The board of directors shall hold a public hearing prior to the vote to expend funds from the
reserve fund. [PL 2019, c. 588, §3 (NEW).]

C. The vote to expend funds from the reserve fund must be recorded in the meeting minutes of the
board of directors. [PL 2019, c. 588, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2019, c. 588, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 98, §1 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 737, §§C42,C106
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 132, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 588, §§1-3 (AMD).

§1313. Disposal of property
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §6 (RP).
§1314. Bid procedure
The following shall apply to bids. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Written bids. Bids shall be in writing, sealed with outside envelope or wrapper plainly marked
"Bid, not to be opened until (with appropriate date inserted)," and mailed to or filed with the

superintendent of the unit.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

2. Time of opening. A director or employee of the school administrative district may not open a
bid until the appointed time.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Public opening. At the time and place stated in the public notice, and open to the public, all
bids shall be opened by the superintendent or, in the superintendent's absence or disability, by any
director designated for the purpose by the chairman of the board of directors.

[PL 1983, c. 806, §20 (AMD).]
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4. Reading. If any citizens who are not school administrative district directors or employees, or
if any representatives of the press are present, bids shall at the time either be made available for
examination by them or shall be read aloud in a manner to be heard plainly by those in attendance.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Exceptions.
[PL 1983, c. 422, §7 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §7 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806, §20 (AMD).
§1315. Void contracts

A contract made by the school directors in a school administrative district during the term of a
member who is pecuniarily interested in that contract, either directly or indirectly, shall be void, unless
the board of directors has advertised for sealed bids for that contract and that advertisement for sealed
bids has been published at least 5 days prior to the date set for closing of bids in a newspaper having
general circulation within the school administrative unit. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 5
DISTRICT REFERENDUM

§1351. District referendum
The school board: [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
1. Authority to call a district referendum. Shall initiate a district referendum:

A. To approve the issuance of bonds or notes for school construction projects; [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. To approve a change in the selection of a school building site; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8
(NEW).]

C. To approve a change in the method of sharing costs among the member municipalities; [PL

1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

D. To approve an agreement to add one or more municipalities to the district; [PL 1981, c. 693,
§8§5, 8 (NEW) ]

E. To approve an agreement to transfer a participating municipality to another school
administrative district; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

F. To approve an agreement to merge with another school administrative district; [PL 1981, c.
693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

G. To approve a proposed lease agreement with the Maine School Building Authority; [PL 1981,
c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

H. To authorize the board of directors to contract for the schooling of secondary pupils; [PL 1981,
c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

I. [PL 1983, c. 422, §8 (RP).]
J. To accept or reject a prospective gift; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§85, 8 (NEW).]
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K. To borrow funds for minor capital costs as defined in section 15672, subsection 20-A. [PL
2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §9 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]
[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §9 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. WW,
§18 (AFF).]

2. Required district referendum. Shall initiate a district referendum when requested by a written
petition of at least 10% of the number of voters voting for the gubernatorial candidates in the last
gubernatorial election in the municipalities within the district. At that referendum, the school board
shall place before the voters the specific school construction article which has been requested by the
petitioners.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §8 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 75, §2 (AMD). PL
2005, c. 2, §D9 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW18 (AFF).

§1352. Method of calling a district referendum

A district referendum shall be initiated by a warrant prepared and signed by a majority of the board
of directors. The warrant shall be countersigned by the municipal officers in the municipality where
the warrants are posted. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Municipal officers. The warrant shall direct the municipal officers within the district to call a
referendum on a date and time determined by the board of directors. A warrant shall be prepared and
distributed at least 30 days prior to the date of the referendum, except that a warrant for a school district
budget referendum held in accordance with section 1305, subsection 2, shall be prepared and distributed
at least 14 days prior to the date of the referendum.

A. The warrant shall be directed to a resident of the district by name, ordering the resident to notify
the municipal officers of each of the municipalities within the district, to call a town meeting or
city election on the date specified by the board of directors. No other date may be used. The person
who serves the warrant shall make a return on the warrant stating the manner of services and the
time when it was given. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

B. The warrant shall be served on the municipal clerk of each of the municipalities within the
district by delivering an attested copy of the warrant in hand within 3 days of the date of the warrant.
The municipal clerk, on receipt of the warrant, shall immediately notify the municipal officers
within the municipality. The municipal officers shall forthwith meet, countersign and have the
warrant posted. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

C. The warrants and other notices for the referendum must be in the same manner as provided in
Title 21-A, except that the district board of directors shall hold a public hearing at least 7 days
before the referendum vote. At least 7 days before the public hearing, the board of directors shall
give notice of the public hearing by having a copy of the proposed referendum, together with the
time and place of hearing, posted in the same manner required for posting a warrant under this
section. [PL 1999, c. 93, §1 (AMD).]

[PL 1999, c. 93, §1 (AMD).]

2. Content of the warrant. The warrant shall set forth the articles to be acted on in each municipal
referendum. The articles shall have the following form.

A. When a referendum is called for the purpose of authorizing the issuance of bonds or notes for
capital outlay purposes, the articles shall be substantially as follows.

(1) "Shall the school directors of School Administrative District No....... be authorized to issue
bonds or notes in the name of this district for school construction purposes in an amount not to
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exceed §.......... t0 CONSLIUCE @ ..ovveriiiriiiiieiceieeiceee e (elementary or secondary
school) to be located at......................... (specifically defined lot where school is to be erected)

Yes No "

(2) "Shall the school director of School Administrative District No...... be authorized to issue
bonds or notes in the name of this district for school construction or minor capital projects in
an amount not to exceed $.......... for the purpose of ........ccevvevierienieniereseeeeen (here state
purpose of school construction project)

Yes No "

(3) "Shall the school directors of School Administrative District No........ be authorized to use
the bond issue or notes in an amount not to exceed $......... which was voted by the district on
................... (date) to construct a ........................... (€lementary or secondary school) to be
a1 11<Te N USSR (specifically define lot where
school is to be located)

Yes No "

(4) "Shall the school directors of School Administrative District No. ........ be authorized to
CONSLIUCE @ 1eovvrenvieriiereeieereereereere e b e b e e reesve e (elementary or secondary school) to be located
Y SR (specifically defined lot where school is to be
located) with the total project cost not to exceed §$......... and to issue bonds or notes in the name
of this district for school construction purposes in an amount not to exceed $......... with the
balance of the total project costs to be derived from ...........ccceevvieviierienienieieeeee e
(description of other sources of funds such as initial state share where approved for current
fiscal year funding, proceeds from insured losses, money from federal sources, other
noneducational funds, etc.)

Yes  No " [PL 1985, c. 506, Pt. B, §§14, 18 (AMD)]

B. When a district votes to change the site of its school construction project using the article in
paragraph A, subparagraph (3), the date of authorization of the project is the original date the voters
authorized the board of directors to issue bonds or notes for that project. [RR 1991, c. 2, §57
(COR).]

C. When a referendum is called for the purposes of approving the addition of a municipality to the
district, the article must be in the form set forth in section 1465, subsection 3. [PL 2023, c. 405,
Pt. A, §37 (AMD).]

D. When a referendum is called for the purpose of approving a proposed lease agreement with the
Maine School Building Authority, the article shall be exactly as is set forth in the proposed lease
agreement. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

E. When a referendum is called for the purpose of authorizing the school board to contract for the
schooling of secondary pupils, the article shall be as follows.

"Shall the school directors of School Administrative District No...... be authorized to contract in

the name of this district wWith .........c.cecoeiiiiiiiiiiiieee, (Name of Administrative Unit or
Academy) for the schooling of secondary pupils for a term of .................... years?
Yes No " [PL 1983, c. 485, §15 (AMD).]

F. [PL 1983, c. 422, §9 (RP).]

G. When a referendum is called for the purpose of authorizing a change in the method of sharing
costs in the district, the article shall be as follows.
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"Shall the method of sharing costs in School Administrative District No....... be changed from the
present method ..........cccoeeenenne. (describe) to the following method: ..................... (describe)

Yes No " [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

H. When a referendum is called for the purposes of accepting or rejecting a prospective gift, the
article shall be as follows.

"Shall the school directors of School Administrative District No....... be authorized to accept a
prospective gift under the following conditions? ...........ccccceeeievvereennen. (set forth terms and
conditions)

Yes No " [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

I. When a referendum is called for the purpose of approving the agreement to transfer a
municipality from one district to another district, the article must be the form set forth in section
1467, subsection 2. [PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §38 (AMD).]

[PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §§37, 38 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §9 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §15 (AMD). PL
1985, c. 506, §§B14,18 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 414, §5 (AMD). RR 1991, c. 2, §57 (COR). PL
1999, c. 93, §1 (AMD). PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §§37, 38 (AMD).

§1353. Referendum procedures
The following procedures apply to a district referendum. [RR 2009, c. 2, §43 (COR).]

1. Ballots. The board of directors shall prepare and furnish the required number of ballots for
carrying out the referendum as posted, including absentee ballots. It shall prepare and furnish all other
materials necessary to fulfill the requirements for voting procedures.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]
2. Voting. Voting must be held and conducted as follows.

A. The voting at referenda held in towns must be held and conducted in accordance with Title
30-A, sections 2524 and 2528 to 2532, even though the town has not accepted the provisions of
Title 30-A, sections 2524 and 2525. The facsimile signature of the clerk under Title 30-A, section
2528, subsection 6, paragraph F must be that of the chair of the board of directors. If a district
referendum is called to be held simultaneously with any statewide election, the voting in towns
must be held and conducted in accordance with Title 21-A, except that the duties of the Secretary
of State must be performed by the board and if the statewide election is a primary election, any
registered voter may vote in the referendum. The absentee voting procedure of Title 21-A must be
used, except the duties of the Secretary of State must be performed by the board. [PL 1995, c.
168, §1 (AMD).]

B. The voting at referenda in cities must be held and conducted in accordance with Title 21-A,
including the absentee voting procedure, except that the duties of the Secretary of State must be
performed by the board of directors and if the statewide election is a primary election, any

registered voter may vote in the referendum. [PL 1995, c. 168, §1 (AMD).]
[PL 1995, c. 168, §1 (AMD).]

3. Return and counting. The return and counting of votes shall be as follows.

A. The municipal clerk shall, within 24 hours of the determination of the results of the vote in the
municipality, certify and send to the board of directors the total number of votes cast in the
affirmative and in the negative on each article. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]
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B. As soon as all of the results from all of the municipalities have been returned to the board of
directors, the board shall meet and compute the total number of votes cast in all of the municipalities
within the district in the affirmative and in the negative on each article. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8
(NEW).]

C. If the board of directors determines that there were more votes cast in the affirmative than in
the negative, on a given article, they shall declare that the article has passed. [PL 1981, c. 693,
§§5,8 (NEW) ]

D. If the board of directors determines that the total number of votes cast on an article in the
affirmative is equal to or less than those cast in the negative, they shall declare that the article has
not passed. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]

E. They shall enter their declaration and computations in their records and send certified copies of
it to the clerk of each municipality within the district. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]

F. If the district votes on the question of merging with another district, the secretary shall
immediately file a return with the state board of the results of the vote on the question of merger.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 422, §10 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 797, §16 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 737, §§C43,C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989,
c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 502, §A52 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 168, §1 (AMD). RR 2009,
c. 2, §43 (COR).

§1354. Reconsideration

The procedure to reconsider votes taken at a district referendum shall be as follows. [PL 1981, c.
693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

1. Time limit. The board of directors shall, within 60 days, initiate a new district referendum to
reconsider the vote of the previous referendum if, within 7 days of the first referendum, at least 10% of
the number of voters voting for the gubernatorial candidates in the last gubernatorial election in the
municipalities within the district petition to reconsider a prior district referendum vote.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW) ]

2. Required quorum. A reconsideration referendum is not valid unless the number of persons

voting in that referendum is at least equal to the number who voted in the prior district referendum.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

3. Bond. If the margin of the vote being reconsidered was between 10% and 25%, the petitioners
shall post a bond with the petition equal to the actual and reasonable costs of the new referendum. If
the margin of the vote being reconsidered exceeded 25%, the petitioners shall post an additional bond
equal to the actual and reasonable costs which may be incurred as a result of the delay of an
authorization or approval granted in the prior district referendum. If the petitioners are successful, the
bonds shall be canceled.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§ 5, 8 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 6

REORGANIZATIONS
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§1401. Additions
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §57 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 402, §A119
(AMD). PL 1987, c. 769, §A58 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).

§1402. Combining of districts
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 395, §A58 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12
(RP).

§1403. Dissolution of a district
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 364, §1 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 395, §A59 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 737, §§C44-C47, C106 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 104, §§C8,C10 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 683, §A23 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX,
§12 (RP).

§1404. Reorganization of a school administrative district as a community school district
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 364, §2 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 485, §16 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 395, §§A60,A61 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).

§1405. Withdrawal of a single municipality from a school administrative district
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 364, §3 (RPR). PL 1983, c. 422, §11 (RPR). PL
1983, c. 816, Pt. A, §11 (RP). PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §§62, 63 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt.
XXXX, §12 (RP).

§1406. Transfer of a municipality from one school administrative district to another
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 364, §4 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 395, §A64 (AMD). PL
2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).

§1407. Closing an elementary school
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 364, §5 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 414, §6 (AMD). PL
1997, c. 266, §3 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 75, §3 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 206, §1 (AMD). PL 2005, c.
2, §D10 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW18 (AFF). PL 2007, c.
240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).
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§1408. State board review of commissioner's decisions

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 395, §A65 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).
§1409. Rules

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 395, §A65 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §12 (RP).

CHAPTER 103-A
REGIONAL SCHOOL UNITS
SUBCHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

§1451. Regional school units

It is declared the policy of the State to provide sufficient resources to support the reorganization of
school administrative units into regional, state-approved units of school administration to provide: [PL
2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

1. Opportunity. Equitable educational opportunity for all students to demonstrate achievement
of the content standards of the State's system of learning results established in section 6209;
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

2. Programs. Rigorous academic programs that meet the requirements of the system of learning
results established in section 6209 and that prepare students for college, careers and citizenship;
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

3. Delivery. Uniformity in the delivery of academic programs that meet the requirements of the
system of learning results established in section 6209;
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

4. Tax rates. A greater uniformity of tax rates for the support of schools;
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

5. Sustainability. The efficient use of limited resources in order to achieve long-term
sustainability and predictability in the support of public schools;
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

6. Public funds. Effective use of the public funds expended for the support of public schools by
means of’

A. The creation of cost-efficient organizational structures; and [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13
(NEW).]

B. Administrative structures and efficiencies that permit the organized and regular delivery of
uniform state-sponsored professional development programs to promote coherence and consistency
in the understanding and application of the State's standards-based system for continuous
improvement in student achievement; [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

7. School choice. The preservation of opportunities for choice of schools; and
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

8. Services. The maximization of opportunities to deliver services that can more effectively be
provided in larger districts than from within smaller units or individual schools.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

Regional school units shall provide kindergarten to grade 12 public education, in accordance with
this Title, and shall develop and implement policies that address efficiencies in administration,
educational programming and the sharing of community resources for the continuous improvement of
student achievement and the preparation of students for college, careers and citizenship. [PL 2007, c.

240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).

§1452. Application of general law; core functions of a regional school unit

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, schools operated by the regional school units
established in accordance with this chapter are the official schools of the participating municipalities.
The provisions of general law relating to public education apply to these schools. State funds for public
schools must be paid directly to the treasurer of a regional school unit. The core functions for which a
regional school unit is responsible include without limitation: [PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (AMD).]

1. Employment of superintendent. Employment and discharge of a superintendent pursuant to
section 1001, subsection 3 and chapter 101, subchapter 2;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

2. Performance of business functions. Administration of accounting, payroll, financial
management, purchasing insurance and auditing;

[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

3. Special education administration. Administration of special education duties of school
administrative units under chapter 303;

[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

4. Transportation. Administration of transportation;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

5. Core curriculum. Adoption of a core curriculum, standardized testing and assessments aligned

with the system of learning results established in section 6209;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

6. Budget. Adoption of the regional school unit budget;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

7. Reporting. Reporting required by state or federal law or regulation;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

8. Employment. Functioning as the employer of all employees working within the regional school
unit for collective bargaining purposes and for all other purposes, including but not limited to those
contained in section 1464, in Title 26, chapter 9-A and in all state and federal laws regulating the rights

and duties of employers and employees;
[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

9. School calendar. Establishment of a common school calendar, subject to local variations
permitted by the regional school unit board; and
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[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW)]

10. Adoption of policies. Adoption of policies for all schools in the regional school unit pursuant
to section 1001, subsection 1-A, except that the local school committee may adopt policies not in
conflict with the regional school unit policies.

[PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 668, §3 (AMD).
§1453. Status of regional school unit

For purposes of the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 8, Subsection 3, a regional school
unit is a school administrative district. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).
§1454. Rules

The state board may adopt rules to carry out this chapter. Rules adopted under this section are
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX,
§13 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).

SUBCHAPTER 2
FORMATION OF REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT

§1461. Formation of a regional school unit; reorganization planning and approval

The residents of 2 or more school administrative units may form a regional school unit that is a
body politic and corporate pursuant to this section. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

1. Notice of intent. Each school administrative unit shall file with the commissioner a notice of
intent to engage in planning and negotiations with other school administrative units for the purpose of
developing a reorganization plan to form a regional school unit under this chapter. The commissioner
shall respond to each notice of intent providing information regarding the process and whether the
intended action complies with the requirements of this chapter.

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW)]

2. Reorganization planning committee. The school administrative units that intend to engage in
planning and negotiation to create a regional school unit shall form a reorganization planning
committee.

A. For each proposed regional school unit, the commissioner shall provide guidelines for the
formation of a reorganization planning committee including representation from the school
administrative units included in the notice of intent, member municipalities and members of the
general public who are residents of the proposed regional school unit. The guidelines must include
roles and responsibilities of the committee, timelines for submission of the plan, the format for
reporting the reorganization plan and evaluation criteria for approval of the plan. [PL 2007, c.
240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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B.

Reorganization planning committees shall hold one or more public meetings to gather input

from community members and to determine the sentiment of the public. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt.
XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

3. Submission of plans. Each school administrative unit shall submit to the commissioner its
proposed reorganization plan for consolidation into a regional school unit that meets the requirements
of paragraphs A and B.

A. A reorganization plan must include:

B.

(1) The units of school administration to be included in the proposed reorganized regional
school unit;

(2) The size, composition and apportionment of the governing body;

(3) The method of voting of the governing body;

(4) The composition, powers and duties of any local school committees to be created;
(5) The disposition of real and personal school property;

(6) The disposition of existing school indebtedness and lease-purchase obligations if the parties
elect not to use the provisions of section 1506 regarding the disposition of debt obligations;

(7) The assignment of school personnel contracts, school collective bargaining agreements and
other school contractual obligations;

(8) The disposition of existing school funds and existing financial obligations, including
undesignated fund balances, trust funds, reserve funds and other funds appropriated for school
purposes;

(9) A transition plan that addresses the development of a budget for the first school year of the
reorganized unit and interim personnel policies;

(10) Documentation of the public meeting or public meetings held to prepare or review the
reorganization plan;

(11) An explanation of how units that approve the reorganization plan will proceed if one or
more of the proposed members of the regional school unit fail to approve the plan;

(12) An estimate of the cost savings to be achieved by the formation of a regional school unit
and how these savings will be achieved; and

(13) Such other matters as the governing bodies of the school administrative units in existence
on the effective date of this chapter may determine to be necessary. [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt.
XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

In order for the plan to be approved by the commissioner, the governing bodies of school

administrative units shall work within the following parameters.

(1) The proposed regional school unit must serve not fewer than 2,500 students, including, for
purposes of this paragraph, students attending from the unorganized territory, except where
circumstances relating to the following factors justify an exception:

(a) Geography, including physical proximity and the size of the current school
administrative unit;

(b) Demographics, including student enrollment trends and the composition and nature of
communities in the regional school unit;

(c) Economics, including existing collaborations to be preserved or enhanced and
opportunities to deliver commodities and services to be maximized;
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(d) Transportation;
(e) Population density; or

(f) Other unique circumstances including the need to preserve existing or developing
relationships, meet the needs of students, maximize educational opportunities for students
and ensure equitable access to rigorous programs for all students.

(2) The plan must provide comprehensive programming for all students from kindergarten to
grade 12 and must include at least one publicly supported secondary school, except if the plan
provides comprehensive programming;:

(a) For all students from grade 9 to grade 12 within the regional school unit, with
programming for students from kindergarten to grade 8 provided by the separate school
administrative units;

(b) For all students from kindergarten to grade 8 within the regional school unit, with
programming for students from grade 9 to grade 12 provided by either operating a school
or contracting for school privileges pursuant to chapter 115; or

(c) For all students in a grade configuration that meets the needs of the students from the
municipalities that make up the regional school unit, with programming for all other
students provided by either operating a school or contracting for school privileges pursuant
to chapter 115.

(3) The plan must be consistent with the policies set forth in section 1451.

(4) The plan may not displace teachers or students or close any schools existing and operating
during the school year immediately preceding reorganization, except as permitted under section
1512.

(5) The plan must address how the school administrative unit will reorganize administrative
functions, duties and noninstructional personnel so that the projected expenditures of the
reorganized school administrative unit in the first year of operation during the school year
immediately following reorganization for system administration, transportation, special
education and facilities and maintenance will not have an adverse impact on the instructional
program. [PL 2021, c. 537, §§1, 2 (AMD).]

C. [PL 2021, c. 537, §3 (RP)]
[PL 2021, c. 537, §§1-3 (AMD).]

4. Review and approval of plans. If the commissioner finds that a plan for reorganization meets
the requirements of this chapter, the commissioner shall notify the municipalities and school

administrative units, and they shall proceed with referendum.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

5. Referendum on reorganization plan. The municipal officers of each municipality in a
proposed reorganized school administrative unit or alternative organizational structure shall place a
warrant article substantially as follows on the ballot of a municipal referendum conducted in accordance
with the referendum procedures applicable to the school administrative unit of which the municipality
is a member.

"Article: Do you favor approving the school administrative reorganization plan prepared by the
(insert name) Reorganization Planning Committee to reorganize (insert names of affected school
administrative units) into a regional school unit or alternative organizational structure, with an
effective date of (insert date)?

Yes No"
[PL 2007, c. 6